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PARADISE LOST. 




THE ARGUMENT. 

Satan having compafs'd the Earth, with meditated 
l^ile returns as a mift by night into Paradife, enters 
into the Serpent fleeping. Adam and Eve in the 
morning go forth to their labors, which Eve propofes 
to divide in feveral places, each laboring apart: 
Adam confents not, ailedging the danger, left that 
enemy, of whom they were forewam'd, fliould at- 
tempt her found alone : Eve, loath to be thought not 
circumfpeft or firm enough, urges her going apart, 
the rather deiirous to make trial of her ftrength; 
Adam at laft yields : The Serpent finds her alone ; 
his Aibtle approadi, firft gazing, then fpeaking, with 
much flattery extolling Eve above all other creatures. 
Eve, wondering to hear the Serpent fpeak, afks how 
he attained to human fpeech and fuch underftanding 
not till now ; the Serpent anfwers, that by tailing of 
a certain tree in the garden he attained both to fpeech 
and reafon, till then void of both : Eve requires him 
to bring her to that tree, and finds it to be the tree 
of knowledge forbidden : The Serpent now grown 
lK>lder, with many wiles and arguments induces her 
at length to eat; fhe pleasM with the tafte delibe- 
rates a while whether to impart thereof to Adam or 
not, at laft brings him of the fruit, relates what per- 
fuaded her to eat thereof: Adam at firft amazed, but 
perceiving her loft, refolves through vehemence of 
love to perifh with her; and extenuating the trefpafs 
eats alfo of the fruit: The effefts thereof in them 
both ; they feek to cover their nakednefs ; then fall 
to variance and accufation of one another^ 
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PARADISE LOST. 
BOOK IX. 



NO more of talk where God or Angel guefl 
With Man, as with his friend^ familiar usM 
To fit indulgent, and with him partake 
Rural repafty permitting him the while 
Venial difcouHb unblamM t I now muft change 5 

Thofe notes to tragic ; foul diftrufti and breach 
Difloyal on the part of Man, revolt. 
And difobedience : on the part of Heaven 
Now alienated, diftance and diftafte. 
Anger and juft rebuke, and judgment given» 10 

That brought into this world a world of woe» 
Sin and her fluubw Death, and Mifery 
Death^s harbinger : Sad taik, yet argument 
Mot lefs but more heroic than the wrath 
Of ftem Achilles on his foe purfu'd 15 

Thrice fugitive about Troy wall $ or rage 
Of Tumus for Lavinia difefpousM, 
Or Neptune's ire or Juno's, that fo long 
Perplexed the Greek and Cytherca's fon j 
If anfwerable ftile I can obtain £9 

Of TDf celcftial patronefs, who deigns 
Her nightly viiitatioa unimplor'd 
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And dictates to me (lumbering) or infpires 

Eafy my unpremeditated verfe : 

Since lirft this fubje^l for heroic fong 25 

Pleated me long choofing, and beginning late j 

Not fedulous by nature to indite 

WarSy hitherto the only argument 

Heroic deem'd, chief maft'ry to difTe^l 

With long and tedious havoc fabled knights 30 

In battels feign'd} the better fortitude 

Of patience and heroic martyrdom 

Unfung; or to defcribe races and games^ 

Or tilting furniture, imblazon'd ihields, 

Imprefles quaint, caparifons and fteeds ; 35 

Safes and tinfel trappings, gorgeous knights 

At jouft and torneament ; then marftialM feaft 

ServM up in hall with fewers, and feneihals | 

The ikill of artifice or office mean, 

Not that yfhich juftly gives heroic name 40 

To perfon or to poem. Me of thefe 

Nor ikiird nor ftudious, higher argument 

Kemains, fiifficient of itfelf to raife 

That name, unlefs an age too late, or cold 

Climate, or years damp my intended wing 45 

DeprefsM, and much they may, if all be mine. 

Not hers who brings it nightly to my ear. 

The fun was funk, and after him the ftar 
Of Hefpei-us, whofe office is to bring 
Twilight upon the eahh, fliort arbiter 59 

*Twixt day and night, and now from end to end 
Kight^9 hemifphcre had veird th* horizon round t 
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When Satan who late fled before the threats 

Of Gabriel out of Eden, now improved 

In meditated fraud and malice, bent 55 

On Man's deflru6lion, maugre what might hap 

Of heavier on himfelf, fearlefs retum'd. 

By night he fled, and at midnight retum'd 

From compafling the earth, cautious of day, 

Since Uriel regent of the fun defcry'd (o 

His entrance, and forcwarn'd the Cherubim 

That kept their watch j thence full of anguifli driven. 

The fpace of fev'n continued nights he rode 

With darknefs, thrice the equinoftial line 

He circled, four times crofs'd the car of night 65 

From pole to pole, traverfing each colure 5 

On th' eighth returned, and on the coaft averfe 

From entrance or Cherubic watch, by ftealth 

Found unfufpefted way. There was a place. 

Now not, though fin, not time, firft wrought the change. 

Where Tigris at the foot of Paradife 

Into a gulf ihot under ground, till part 

Rofe up a fountain by the tree of life ; 

In with the river funk, and with it rofe 

Satan involved in rifing mift, then fought 75 

Where to lie hid 5 fea he had fearch'd and land 

From Eden over Pontus, and the pool 

Maeotis, up beyond the river Ob j 

Downward as far antar£lic j and in length 

Weft from Orontes to the ocean barr'd io 

At Darien, thence to the land where flows 

Ganges and Indus : thus the orb he roanx'd 

B 3 ^^^ 
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With naiTow fearch, and with infpe^lion deep 

ConHderM every creature, which of all 

Moft opportune might ferve his wiles, and found 85 

The Sopent fubtleft beaft^f all the field. 

Him after long debate, irrefolute 

Of thought* revolved, his final fentence chefb 

Fit veiTelf fitteft imp of fraud, in whom 

To enter, and his dark fuggeflions hide 90 

From ihaipeft fight: for in the wily fnake, 

Whatever ileights none wotdd fufpicious mark. 

As from his wit and native fubtlety 

Proceeding, which in other beafts obferv^d 

Poubt might beget of diabolic power 95 

A6tive within beyond the ftnfe of brute. 

Thus be refolvM, but &rA from inward grief 

His burfting paflion into plaints thus pour'd. 

O Earth, how like to Heav'n, if not preferred 
More juftly, feat worthier of Gods, as built io# 

With fecond thoughts, reforming what was old I 
For what God after better worfe would build ? 
Terreftrial Heaven, danced round by other Heavent 
That ihine, yet bear their bright officious lamps. 
Light above light, for thee alone, as feems, S05 

In thee concentring all their precious beams 
Of facred influence I As God in Heaven 
Is center, yet extends to all, fo thou 
Centring receiv^ft from all thofe orbs ; in thee. 
Not in themfelves, all their known virtue* appears no 
Produ5live in herb, plant, and nobler birth 
Of creatures animate with gradual life 

0€ 
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Of growth) fenfe, reafoa^ all fummM up in Man. 

With what delight could I have walk'd thee round. 

If I could joy in ought, fweet interchange 1 1 5 

Of hill, and valley, rivers, woods, and plains. 

Now land, now fea, and fhores with foreft crownM, 

Rocks, dens, and caves ! but I in none of thefe 

Find place or refuge ; and the more I fee 

Pleafures about me, fo much more I feel x 20 

Tcrment within me% as from the hateful iiege 

Of contraries ) all good to me becomes 

Bane, and in Heaven miich worfe would be my date. 

But neither here (eek I, no nor in Heaven 

To^ dwell, unlefs by maitVing Heav'n*s Supreme j 125 

Nor hope to be myfelf lefs miferable 

By what I feek, but others to make fuch 

As I, though thereby worfe to me redound 1 

For only in deftroying I find eafe 

To my relentlefs thoughts 5 and him deftroy'd, i j* 

Or won to what may work his utter lofs. 

For whom all this was made, all this will ibon 

Follow, as to him link'd in weal or woe 5 

In woe then ; that deibru^on wide may range : 

To me ihall be the glory fole among 135 

Th* infernal Powers, in one day to have marr'd 

What he Almighty ftilM, fix nights and days 

Continued making, and who knows how long 

Before had been contriving, though perhaps 

Not longer than fince I in one night freed i^-^ 

From fervitude inglorious well nigh half 

Th' angelic nami^ and thinner left the throng 
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Of his adorers t he to be avengM, 

And to repair his numbers thus impairM, 

Whether fuch virtue fpent of old now fail'd 145 

More Angels to create, if they at leail 

Are his created, or to fpite us more, 

BeterminM to advance into our room 

A creature formM of earth, and him endow. 

Exalted from fo bafe original, 159 

With heavenly fpoils, our fpoils : What he decreed 

He* efFe6led9 Man he made, and for him built 

Magnificent this world, and earth his feat, 

Him lord pronounced, and, O indignity t 

Siibje6led to his fervice Angel wings, 155 

And flaming minifters to watch and tend 

Their earthly charge ; Of thefe the vigilance 

I dread, and to elude, thus wrapt in mift 

Of midnight vapor glide obfcure, and pry 

In every bu/h and brake, where hap may find 169 

The ferpent fleeping, in whofe mazy folds 

To hide me, and the dark intent I brmg. 

O foul defcentl that IiKrho erft contended 

With Gods to fit the high*efl, am now confbain*d 

Into a beafl, and mix*<l with beftial flime^ 16$ 

This efTence to incarnate and imbrute. 

That to the highth of Deity afpir'd 5 

But what will not ambition and revenge 

Defcend to ? who afpires muft down as low 

At high he foarM, obnoxious firft or laft x/a 

To bafefl things. Revenge, at firfl though fweet. 

Bitter er^ long back on itfelf recoilsf 

Let 
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Let it ; I reck not, fo it light well aimM» 
Since higher I fall fhort, on him who next 
Provokes my envy,' this new favorite 175 

Of Heaven, this man of clay, fon of defpite. 
Whom us the more to fpite his Maker raised 
From duft : fpite then with fpite is beft repaid. 
So &ying, through each thicket dank or dry. 
Like a black mift low creeping, he held on iSo 

His midnight fearch, where fooneft he might find 
The ferpent : him faft deeping foon he found 
In labyrinth of many a round felf-roird. 
His head the midft, well ftorM with fubtle wiles : 
Not yet in horrid (hade or difmal den, 1S5 

Nor nocent yet, but on the grafly herb 
Fearlefs unfear'd he flept s in at his mouth 
The Devil enter'd, and his brutal fenfe. 
In heart or head, pofTeiling foon infpir^d 
With a£l intelligential ; but his fleep 199 

Difturb'd not, waiting clofe th* approach of morn. 
Now when as facred light began to dawn 
In Eden on the humid flow'rs, that breath'd 
Their morning incenfe, when all things that breathe. 
From th' earth's great altar fend up filent praife 195 
To the Creator, and his noftrils fill 
With grateful fmell, forth came the human pair. 
And joined their vocal worfliip to the quire 
Of creatures wanting voice ; that done, partake 
. The feafon, prime for fweeteft fcents and airs : 200 
Then commune how that day they beft may ply 
Their growing work s for much their vroTk Qut^vt.N7c . 
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The hands difpatch of two gardening Co wide. 
And Eve firft to her huiband thus began. 

Adam, well may we labor ftill to drefs 205 

This garden, ftill to tend plant, herb, and flower. 
Our pleafant tafk injotnM, but till more hands 
Aid us, the work tinder our labor grows. 
Luxurious by reftraint ; what we by day 
X»op overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind, 110 

One night or two with wanton growth derides 
Tending to wild. Thou therefore now advife, 
Or bear what to my mind firft thoughts prefent $ 
Let us divide our labors, thou where choice 
Leads thee, or whei-e moft needs, whether to wind %i$ 
The woodbine round this arbor, or dire£l 
The clafping ivy where to climb, while I 
In yonder fpring of rofes intermixM 
With myrtle, find what to redrefs till noon 9 
For while fo near each other thud all day fti« 

Our taik we choofe, what wonder if fo near 
Looks intervene and fmiles, or obje6l new 
Cafual difcourfe draw on, which intermits 
Our day*s work brought to little, though begun 
Early, and th* hour of fupper comes uneamM. %%$ 

To whom mild anfwer Adam thus returned. 
Sole Eve, aflbciate fole, to me beyond 
Compare above all living creatures dear. 
Well haft thou motionM, well thy thoughts employ^ 
How we might beft fulfil the work which here ^30 
God hath aflign^d us, nor of me flialt pafs 
UojH-aift'd 1 for nothing lovelier can be found 
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In woman, dism to ftudy houffaold good^ 

And good works in her hu(band to promote* 

Yet not fo (hi^lly hath our Lord imposed 235 

Labor, as to debar us when we need 

Refrefliment, whether food, or talk between. 

Food of the mind, or this fweet intercourfe 

Of looks and fmiles, for fmiles from reafon flow. 

To brute denyM, and are of love the food, 240 

Love not the loweft end of human life. 

For not to irkfome toil, but to delight 

He made us, and delight to reafon joinM. 

Thefe paths and bow'rs doubt not but our joint hands 

Will keep from wildemefs with cafe, as wide 245 

As we need walk, till younger hands ere long 

Aifift us : but if much converfe perhaps 

Thee fatiate, to (hort abfeiice I could yield : 

For folitude fbmetimes is beft fociety. 

And fliort retirement urges fweet return* 250 

But other doubt poflefl*es me, left harm 

Befall thee fever'd from me 5 for thou know'ft 

What hath been wam'd us, what malicious foe 

Envying our happinefs, and of his own 

DeTpairing, feeks to work us woe and (hame 255 

By fly aflault; and fomewhere nigh at hand 

Watches, no doubt, with greedy hope to find 

His wifli and beft advantage, us afunder, 

Hopeiefs to circumvent us joinM, where each 

To other fpeedy aid might lend at need ; 260 

Whether hi< firft defign be to withdraw 

Our fealty from God| or to difturb 
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Conjugal love, than which perhaps no blifs 

Enjoy'd by us excites his envy more; 

Or this, or worfe, leave not the faithful fide 265 

That gave thee beting, ftill (hades thee and prote£ls. 

The wife, where danger or diflionor lurks, 

Safeft and feemlieft by her huiband ftays, 

Who guards her, or with her the worft indures. 

,To whom the virgin majefty of Eve, . 270 

As oiie who loves, and fome unkindnefs meets. 
With fweet auftere compofurc thus reply'd. 

Offspring of Heav'n and Earth, and all Earth's Lord, 
That fuch an enemy we have, who feeks 
Pur ruin, both by thee informed I learn, 275 

And from the parting Angel over-heard. 
As in a ihady nook I flood behind, 
Juft then returned at fhut of evening flowers. 
But that thou fhouldft my firmnefs therefore doubt 
To God or thee, becaufe we have a foe 2S0 

May tempt it, I expe£led not to hear. 
His violence thou fear^ft not, being fuch 
As we,^ not capable of death or pain. 
Can either not receive, or can repel. 
Hi$ fraud is then thy fear, which plain infers 2S5 
Thy equal fear that my firm faith and love 
Can by his fraud be fhaken or feducM ; 
Thoughts, which how found they harbour in thy breafl, 
Adam, mis-thought of her to thee fo dear ? 

To whom with healing words Adam reply'd. 290 
Daughter pf God and Man, immortal Eve, 
For fuch thou artj from fin and blame entii-e s 

Not 
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Not diffident of thee do I difluade 

Thy abfence from my iight, but to avoid 

Th* attempt itfelf^ intended by our foe. 29 ^ 

For he who tempts, though* in vain, at leaft aiperfet 

The tempted with difhonor foul, fupposM 

Not incorruptible of faith, not proof 

Ag^nft temptation : thou thyfelf with fcom 

And anger wouldft refent the offerM wrong, 300 

Though ineffectual found : mifdeem not then. 

If fuch affront I labor to avert 

From thee alone, which on us both at once 

The enemy, though bold, will hardly dare. 

Or daring, firft on me th* affault fhall light. 305 

Nor thou his malice and falfe guile contemn s 

Subtle he needs muft be, who could feduce 

Angels ) nor think fuperfluous others aid. 

I from the influence of thy looks receive 

Accefs in every virtue, in thy fight 310 

More wife, mort watchful, fbonger, if need were 

Of outward (brength ; while fhame, thou looking on. 

Shame to be overcome or over-reachM 

Would utmoft vigor raifc, and rais'd unite. 

Why (houldfl not thou like fenfe within thee feel 315 

When I am prefent, and thy trial choofe 

With me, beft witnefs of thy virtue try'd ? 

So fpake domeftic Adam in his care 
And matrimonial love; but Eve, who thought 
Lefs attributed to her faith fincere, » 320 

Thus her reply with accent fweet renewed. 

If this be our condition, thus to dwell 
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In narrow circuit ftraiten'd by a foe. 

Subtle or violent;, we not indued 

Single with like defenfe, wherever met, 325 

How are we happy, ftill in fear of harm ? 

But harm precedes not iln : only our foe 

Tempting affronts us with his foul efteem 

Of our integrity : his foul efteem 

Sticks no diihonor on our front, but turns 330 

Foul on himfelf $ then wbei^fore fhwin'd or feared 

By us ? who rather double honor gain 

From his furmife provM falfe, find peace within» 

Favor from Heav'n, our witnefs from th' event. 

And what is faith, love, virtue unaifay^d 335 

Alone, without^ exterior help fuftatn'd ? 

Let us not then fufpe£k our happy ftate 

Left fo imperfeft by the Maker wife, 

As not fecure to (ingle or combinM. 

Fi^l 18 our happinefs, if this be fo, 340 

And Eden were no Eden thus exposed. 

To whom thus Adam fervently reply'd. 
O Woman, beft are all things as the will 
Of God ordained them ; his creating hand 
Nothing imperfe£i or deficient left 345 

Of all that he created, much lefs Man, 
Or ought that might his happy ftate (bcure, ^ 

Secure from outward force ; within himfelf 
The danger lies, yet lies within his power : 
Againfl his will he can receive no harm. 359 

But God left free the will, for what obeys 
Reafon, is free, and reafon he made right. 

But 
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But bid her well be ware, and ftill eFe£^» 

Left by fbme fair appeaiiag good furpris'd 

$ht di£kate falfe, and mifinform the will 355 

To do what God exprefly hath forbid. 

Not then miftraft, but tender love iujointy 

That I ihould mind thee ofit, and miad thou me. 

Firm we fubfift, yet poflible to fwcrve, 

Since reaibn not impoffibly may meet 360 

Some fpeeious obje^ by the foe fubom^d. 

And fall into deception unaware> 

Not keeping ftri^teft watch, at (he was wamM* 

Seek not temptation then, which to avoid 

Were better, and moft likely if from me 365 

Thou fever not : trial will come unfought. 

Wouldft thou approve thy conftancy, approve 

Firft thy obedience j th' other who can know. 

Not feeing thee attempted, who atteft ? 

But if thou think trial unfought may find 379 

Us both fecurer than thus warnM thou feem'ft. 

Go 5 for thy ftay, not free, abfents thee more $ 

Go in thy native innocence, rely 

On what thou haft of virtue, fummon all. 

For God tow'ards thee hath done his part, do thine. 

So fpake the patriarch of mankind ; but Eve 
Perfifted, yet fubmifs, though laft, reply'd. 

With thy permiflion then, and thus forewam'd 
Chiefly by what thy own laft reafoning words 
Touch'd only, that our trial, when leaft fought, 380 
May find us both perhaps far lefs preparM^ 
The willinger I go, nor much expe^ 

- 5 Kl^% 
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A foe fo proud will firft the weaker feek ; 
So benty the more fhall fhame him his repulfe. 
: Thus faying, from her huiband's hand her hand 315 
Soft Ihe withdrew, and like a Wood-Nymph light. 
Oread or Dryad, or of Delia's train. 
Betook her to the groves, but Delia^s felf 
In gait furpafsM, and Goddefs-like deport. 
Though not as fhe with bow and quiver armM, 390 
But with fuch gardening tools as art yet rude, 
Guiltlcfs of fire, had form*d, or Angels brought. 
To Pales, or Pomona, thus adom'd, 
Likeft ihe feemM, Pomona when ihe fled 
Vertumnus, or to Ceres in her prime, 395 

Yet virgin of Proferpina from Jove. 
Her long with ardent look his eye purfued 
Delighted, but deiiring more her ilay. 
Oft he to her his charge of quick return 
Kepeated, ihe to him as oft engagM 400 

To be retum'd by noon amid the bovirer. 
And all things in beil order to invite 
Noontide repail, or aftemoon^s repoie. 
O much deceiv'd, much failing, haplefs Eve, 
Of thy prefum'd return I event perverfe ! 405 

Thou never from that hour in Paradife 
Found*ft either fwcet repail, or found repofe ; 
Such ambuih hid among fweet flowVs and ihades 
Waited with hellifli rancor imminent 
To intercept thy way, or fend thee back 410 

Defpoird of innocence, of faith, of blifs. 
Ser now, and fmce firft break of dawn the Fiend, 
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Mere ferpent in appearance, forth was comey 
And on his queft, where likelieft he might find 
The only two of mankind, but in them 415 

The whole included race, his purposM prey. 
In bowV and field he fought, where any tuft 
Of grove or garden-plot more pleafant lay, 
Their tendence or plantation for delight : 
By fountain or by (hady rivulet 410 

He fought them both, but wifliM his hap might find 
Eve feparate, he wifti'd, but not with, hope 
Of what fo feldom chancM, when to his wifti. 
Beyond his hope. Eve feparate he fpies, 
Veil'd in a cloud of fragrance, where ftie flood, 425 
Half fpy'd, fo thick the rofes blufhing round 
About her glow'd, oft ftooping to fupport 
Each flow*r of flender flalk, whofe head though gay 
Carnation, purple', azure, or fpeck'd with gold. 
Hung drooping unfuflainM ; them fhe upflays 430 
Gently with myrtle band, mindlefs the while 
Herfclf, though fairefl unfupported flower. 
From her beft prop fo far, and florm fo nigh. 
Nearer he drew, and many a walk trav^rs'd 
Of flateliefl covert, cedar, pine, or palm, 435 

Then voluble and bold, now hid, now fecn 
Among thick-woven arborets and flowers 
ImborderM on each bank, the hand of Eve : 
Spot more delicious than thofe gardens feignM 
Or of reviv'd Adonis, or renowned 440 

Alcinous, hofl: of old Laertes* fon, 
Or that, notm^ftic, where the fapicnl km^ 
Vol. II. C ^^^^ 
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Held dalliance with his fair £g3rptiaii fpoufe. 
Much he tht place admir'd, the perfon more. 
As one who long in populous city pent, 44.5 

Where houfes thick and fewers annoy the air. 
Forth ifluing on a fummcr's morn to breathe 7 

Among the pleafant villages and farms 
Adjoin'd, from each thing met conceives delight, 
I The fmell of grain, or tedded grafs, or kine, 450 

Or dairy% each rural fight, each rural found } 
If chance with nymphlike ftep fair virgin pafs. 
What pkafing feem'd, for her now pleafes more. 
She moft, and in her look fums all delight; 
Such pleafure took the Serpent to behold 455 

This flow'ry plat, the fweet recefs of Eve 
Thus early, thus alone ; her heavily form 
Angelic, but more foft, and feminine. 
Her graceful innocence, her every air 
Of gefture or leaft a^lion overawM 460 

His malice, and with rapin fwect bereav'd 
His fiercenefs of the fierce intent it brought : 
That fpace the Evil-one abftra^cd ftood 
From his own ev^il, and for the time remained 
Stupidly good, of enmity difarra'd, 465 

Of gMile,. of hate, of envy, of revenge i 
But the hot Hell that always in him bums. 
Though in mid Heaven, foon ended his delight. 
And tortures him now more, the more he fees 
Of pleafure not for him ordain'd ; then foon 470 

Fierce hate he recollefts, and all his thoughts 
Of inifchief,gr.atu]iiting, thus excite*. . ^ 
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Thoughts, whither have ye led me I with what fweet 
Compulfion thus tranfported to forget 
What hither brought us 1 hate, not love, nor hope 
Of Paradife for Hell, hope here to tafte 
Of pleafure, but all pleafure to deftroy. 
Save what is in deftroying ; other joy 
To me is loft. Then let me not let pafs 

- Occaiion which now fmiles $ behold alone 4.83 

The woman, opportune to ail attempts, 
Her hufband, for I view far round, not nigh, 
Whofe hig^r intelle£hial more I fhun. 
And ftrengrth, of courage haughty, and of limb 
Heroic built, though of terre&ial mold, 485 

Foe not informidable, exempt from wound, 
I not ; fo much hath Hell debasM, and pain 
Infeebled me, to what I was in Heaven. 
She fair, divinely fair, fit love for Gods, 

' Hot terrible, though terror be in love 490 

And beauty, not approached by ftronger hate. 
Hate ibronger, under (how of love well feignM, 
The way which to her ruin now I tend. 
So fpake the enemy^ of mankind, inclosed 

■ fn ferpent, inmate bad, and toward Eve 495 

AddrefsM his way, not with indented wave, 
Prone on the ground, as fmce, but on his rear. 
Circular bafe of rifing folds, that towerM 
Fold abAve fold a Airging maze, his head 

' Crefted aloft, and carbuncle his eyes j 503 

With burni(h*d neck of verdant gold, ereft 
Amidft hit circling fpircs, that on- the graft 

*-' ' -' Q % ^\^\^\ 
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Floted redundant : pleafing was his ihape 
And lovely j never fince of fei-pent kind 
^velier, not thofe that in Ulyria changed 505 

Hermione and Cadmus, or the God 
In Epidaurus $ nor to which transformed 
Ammonian Jove, or Capitoliue was feen. 
He with OlympiaSy this with her who bore 
Scipio the highth of Rome. With trz&i oblique $jm 
At firfty as one who fought accefs, but fear'd 
To interrupt, fide-long he works his way. 
As when a fhip by (kilful fteerfman wrought 
Nigh river*8 mouth or foreland, where die wind 
Veers oft, as oft fo fteers, and fhifts her fail : 515 
So varied he, and of his tortuous train 
CurlM many a wanton wreath in fight of Eve, 
To lui'e her eye$ (he bufied heard the found 
Of rufiing leaves, but minded not, as us*d 
To fuch difport before her through the field, 5t# 

From every bead, more duteous at her call» 
Than at Circean call the herd difguisM. 
He bolder now, uncallM before her ftood. 
But as in gaze admiring : oft he bowM 
His turret creft, and fleek enamePd neck» 515 

Fawning, and licked the ground whereon ihe trod. 
His gentle dumb expreffion turned at length 
The eye of Eve to mark his play j he glad 
Of her attention gainM, with ferpent tongue 
Organic, or impulie of vocal air, 530 

His fraudulent temptation thus began. 
Wowicrnoty fovran MiftrcfSt if perbapt 

Thotl 
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Thou canfty who art fole wonder 5 much lefs -arm 

Thy looks, the Heav'n of mildnefs^ with difdain, 

DifpleasM that I approach thee thus, and gaze 535 

Infatiate, I thus fingle, nor have feai*'d 

Thy awful brow, more awful thus retir'd, 

Faireft refemblance of thy Maker fair. 

Thee all things living gaxe on, all things thine 

By gift, and thy celeftial beauty' adore 54« 

With ravifliment beheld, there beft beheld 

Where univerfally admir'd ; but here 

In this inclofure wild, thefe beads among, 

Beholders rude, and fh allow to difcern 

Half what in thee is fair, one man except, 545 

Who fees thee' ? (and what is one ? ) who ftiouldft be feea 

A Goddefs among. Gods, ador'd and ferv'd 

By Angels numberlefs, thy daily train. 

So gloz'd the Tempter, and his proem tun'd 5 
Into the heart of Eve his words made way, 55* 

Though at the voice much marveling 5 at length 
Not unamaz'd ihe thus in anfwer (pake. 
What may this mean ? language of man pronounced 
By tongue of brute, and human fenfe exprefs'd ? 
The firft at Icaft of thefe I thought deny'd 555 

To beafts, whom God on their creation-day 
Created mute to all articulate found ; 
The latter I demur, for in their looks 
Much reas'on, and in their a^lions oft appearS4 
Thee, Serpent, fubtleft beaft of all the field 560 

I knew, but not with human voice indued j 
Redouble then this miracle, and fay, 

C 3 l^KW 
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How cam^ thou fpcakable of mute, and liow 

To me fo friendly grown above the reft 

Of brutal kind, that daily are in fight : 565 

Say, for fuch wonder clames attention due. 

To whom the guileful Tempter thus reply'd. 
Emprefs of this fair world, refplendent Eve, 
Eafy to me it is to tell thee all [obeyM : 

What thou commanded, and right thou fhouldft be' 
I was at firft as other beafts that graze 
The trodden herb, of abjefl thoughts and low. 
As was my food ; nor ought but food difcernM 
Or fex, and apprehended nothing high : 
Till on a day roving the field, I chanc'd 575 

A goodly tree fai' diftant to behold 
Loaden with fruit of faired colors mix'd, 
Ruddy and gold : I nearer drew to gaze 5 
When from the boughs a favory odor blown, 
Grateful to appetite, more pleased my fenfe 580 

Than fmell of fweeteft fenel, or the teats 
Of Qwe.or goat dropping with milk at even, 
Unfuck'd of lamb or kid, that tend their play. 
To fatisfy the (harp defire I had 
Of tailing thofe fair apples, I refolv'd 585 

Not to defer ; hunger and thirft at once. 
Powerful perfuaders, quicken'd at the fcent 
Of that alluring fruit, urg'd me fo keen. 
Aibout the moffy trunk I wound me foon. 
For high from ground the branches would require 590 
TVi^ utmoA reach or Adam's : Round the tree 
^AdJ pther besiUs that faw, YatVi \ikt dtto * 
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Longing and envying flood, but could not reach. 

Amid the tree now got, where plenty hung 

Xenyting fo nigh, to pluck and cat my fill 595 

I fpar'd not, for fuch pleafure till that hour 

At feed or fountain never had I found. 

Sated at length, ere long I might perceive 

Strange alteration in me, to degree 

Of reafon in ray inward powYs, and fpeech 600 

Wanted not long, though to this fhape retainM. 

Thenceforth to fpeculations high or deep 

I turn'd my thoughts, and with capacious mind 

Confider'd all things viiible in Heaven, 

O^ Earth, or Middle, all things fair and good ; 605 

But all that fair and good in thy divine 

Semblance, and in thy beauty's heav^'nly ray 

United I Jieheld 5 no fair to thine 

Equivalent or fecond, which corapeHM 

Mq thus, though importune perhaps, to come 610 

And ^aze, and worfhip thee of right declared 

Sovran of creatures, univerfal Dame. 

So talk'd the fpirited fly Snake ; and Eve 
Yet more amazM imwary thus reply'd. 
Sf rpent, thy overpraifing leaves in doubt 6 1 5 

The virtue of that fruit, in thee firft prov'd : 
But fay, where grows the tree, from hence how far ? 
For many are the trees of God that grow 
In-Paradife, and various, yet unknown 
To OS, in fuch abundance lies our choice, 620 

As leaves a greater flore of fruit untouch'd^ 
Still hanging incorruptible, till meQ 

- ' C 4 Oxwf 
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Grow up to their provifion, and more hands 
Help to di(burden Nature of her birth. 

To whom the wily Adder, blithe and glad. 625 
Emprefs, the way is ready, and not long. 
Beyond a row of m3rrtle8, on a flat, 
Faft by a fountain, one fmall thicket paft 
Of blowing myrrh and balm ; if thou accept 
My condu£l, I can bring tliee thither foon. 630 

Lead then, faid Eve. He leading fwiftly roU'd 
In tangles, and made intricate feem ftrait. 
To mifchief fwift. Hope elevates, and joy 
Brightens his creft ; as when a wandVing fire, 
Compafl: of unftuous vapor, which the night 635 

Condenfes, and the cold environs round. 
Kindled through agitation to a flame. 
Which oft, they fay, fome evil Spi'rit attends. 
Hovering and blazing with delufive light, 
Mifleads th' amazM night-wand'rer from his way 640 
' To bogs and mires, and oft through pond or pool. 
There fwallow'd up and loft, from fuccour far. 
So glifterM the dire Snake, and into fraud 
Led Eve our credulous mother, to the tree 
Of prohibition, root of all our woe 5 645 

Which when (he faw, thus to her guide flie fpake. 

Serpent, we might have fpar'd our coming hither, 
Fruitlefs to me, though fruit be here to* excefs. 
The credit of whofe virtue reft with thee. 
Wondrous indeed, if caufe of fuch efFefts. 650 

But of this tree we may not tafte nor touch ; 
God fo commanded, and left that command 

Sole 
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Sole daughter of his voice; the reft, we live 
Law to ourfelvesy our reafon is our law. 

To whom the Tempter guilefully reply'd, 655 

Indeed ? hath God then faid that of the fruit 
Of all thefe garden trees ye ihall not eat, 
Yet Lords declarM of all in earth or air? 

To whom thus Eve yet finlefs. Of the fruit 
Of each tree in the garden we may eat, 669 

But of the fruit of this fair tree amidft 
The garden, God hath faid, Ye ihall not eat 
Thereof, nor ihall ye touch it, left ye die. [bold 

She fcarce had faid, though brief, when now more 
The Tempter, but with ftiow of zeal and love 665 
To Man, and indignation at his wrong. 
New part puts on, and as to paflion movM, 
Flu6luates difturbM, yet comely and in a£t 
RaisM, as of fome great matter to begin. 
As when of old fome orator renownM 670 

In Athens or free Rome, where eloquence 
Florifli'd, fmce mute, to fome great caufe addrefs'd 
Stood in himfelf coUe^led, while each part. 
Motion, each a£l won audience ere the tongue. 
Sometimes in highth began, as no delay 675 

Of preface brooking through his zeal of right : 
So ftanding, moving, or to highth up grown. 
The Tempter all impaffion'd thus began. 

O facrcd, wife, and wifdom-giving Plant, 
Mother of fcience, now I feel thy power 6S9 

Within me clear, not only to difcern 
Things in their caufes, but to trace the wayt 
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Of higheft agents, deemM however wife. 
Qjieen of this univerfe, do not believe 
n^fe rigid threats of death ; ye ihall not die t 6S5 
How fhould you ? by the fruit ? it gives you life 
To knowledge } by the threatner ? look on me. 
Me who have touchM and tafted, yet both live. 
And life more perfefl have attainM than fate 
Meant me, by vent'ring higher than my lot. 69* 

Shall that be ihut to Man, which to the Bead 
Is open ? or will God incenfe his ire 
For fuch a petty trefpafs, and not praife 
Rather your dauntlefs virtue, whom the pain 
Of death denounced, whatever thing death be, 695 
DeterrM not from achieving what might lead 
To happier life, knowledge of good and evil ; 
Of good, how juft ? of evil, if ^n^t is evil 
Be real, why not known, fmce eailer fiiunn'd ? 
Ood therefore cannot hurt you, andbcjuftj 700 

Not juft, not God $ not fear'd then, nor obey'd i 
Your fear it(elf of death removes the fear. 
Why then was this forbid ? Why but to awe. 
Why but to keep you low and ignorant, 
His Avorfliippers j he knows that in the day 70^ 

Ye eat thereof, your eyes that fecm fo clear, 
Yet are but dim, fliall perfeftly be then 
Open'd and clear'd, and ye (hall be as Gods, 
Knowing both good and evil as they know. 
Tha?t ye fliall be as Gods, fince I as Man, 710 

Internal Man, is but proportion meet; 
J of brute iwunan, ye of human Gods. 

So 
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So ye fhall die perhaps, by putting off 
Human, to put on Gods j death to be wiihM, 
Though threatenM, which no worfc than this can bring. 
And what are Gods that Man may not become 
As they, participating God-like food ? 
The Gods are firft, and that advantage ufe 
On our belief, that all from them proceeds j 
I<{iij:ftion it, for this f^ir earth I fee, 72* 

Warm'd by the fun, producing every kind. 
Them nothing : if they all things, who inclos'd 
Knowledge of good and evil in this tree. 
That whofo eats thereof, forthwith attains 
"WiiHom without their leave? and wherein lies 725 
Th' ofFenfe^ that Man fliould thus attain to know ? 
What can your knowledge hurt him, or this tree 
Impart againft his will if ail be his ? 
Or is it envy, and can envy dwell 
In:beav'nly breafts ? thefe, thcfe and many more 73* 
Caufes import your need of this fair fiiiit. 
Goddefs humane, reach then, and freely tafte. 
He ended, and his words replete with guile 
Into her lieart too eafy entrance won : 
Fiz^<l on the fruit ite gaz'd, wliich to behold 735 

. Might tempt alone, and in her ears the found 
Yet rung of his perfuafive woi-ds, impregn^d 
With reafon, to her feeming, and with truth j 
Mean while the hour of noon drew on, and wak'd 
An eager appetite, rais'd by the fmell 740 

So favory of that fruit, which with dcfirc. 
Inclinable now ga*own to touch or tafte, . 
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Solicited her longing eye; yet firft 
Paufing a while, thus to hcrfelf ihe musM. 

■ Great are thy virtues, doubtlefs, beft of fruits, 745 
Though kept from man, and worthy to be' admired, 
Whofe tafte, too long forbom, at firft aflay 
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 
The tongue not made for fpeech to fpeak thy praife : 
Thy* praife he alfo who forbids thy ufe, 750 

Conceals not from us, naming thee the tree 
Of knowledge, knowledge both of good and evil ; 
Forbids us then to tafte, but his forbidding 
Commends thee more, while it infers the good 
By thee communicated, and our want: 755 

For good unknown, fure is not had, or had 
And yet unknown, is as not had at all. 
In plain then, what forbids he but to know, 
Forbids us good, forbids us to be wife ? 
Such prohibitions bind not. But if death 760 

Binds us with after-bands, what profits then 
Our inward freedom ? In the day we eat 
Of this fair fruit, our doom is, we fhall die. 
How dies the Serpent ? he hath eat'n and lives. 
And knows, and fpeaks, and reafons, and difcerns, 765 
Irrational till then. For us alone 
Was death invented ? or to us deny'd 
This intelle£lual food, for beafts referv'd ? 
For beafts it feems : yet that one beaft which firft 
Hath taftcd, envies not, but brings with joy 779 

The good befall'n him, author unfufpeft. 
Friendly to man, far from deceit or guile. 
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What fear I then, rather what know to fear 

Under this ignorance of good and evil. 

Of God or death, of law or penalty ? 775 

Here grows the cure of all, this fruit divine. 

Fair to the eye, inviting to the tafte. 

Of virtue to make wife : what hinders then 

To reach, and feed at once both body' and mind ? 

So faying, her ralh hand in evil hour 780 

Forth reaching to the fruit, fhe pluckM, (he eat : 
Earth felt the wound, and Nature from her feat 
Sighing through all her works gave figns of woe. 
That all was loft. Back to the thicket flunk 
The guilty Serpent, and well might, for Eve 785 
Intent now wholly on her tafte, nought elfe 
Jlegardcd, fuch delight till then, as feem'd. 
In fruit fhe never tafted, whether true 
Or fancy'd fo, through expe£lation high 
Of knowledge, nor was God-head from her thought. 
Greedily flie ingorg'd without reftraint. 
And knew not eating death : Satiate at length. 
And hightenM as with wine, jocond and boon. 
Thus to hcrfelf ftie pleafingly began. 

O fovran, virtuous, precious of all trees 795 

In Paradife, of operation bleft 
To fapience, hitherto obfcurM, infamM, 
And thy fair fruit let hang, as to no end 
Created ; but henceforth my early care, 
Mot without fong, each morning, and due praife, So« 
Shall tend thee, and the fertil burden eafe 
Of thy full branches offered free to all} 

T\\\ 
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Till dieted by thee I grow mature 

In knowledge, as the Gods who all things know $ 

" Though others envy what they cannot give j So 5 

For had the gift been theirs, it had not here 
Thus grown. Experience, next to thee I owe, 
Beft guide 5 not following thee, I had remained 
In ignorance ; thou opcn'ft wifdom's way, 

* And giv'ft accefs, though feci-et ftie retire, 81^ 

And I perhaps am fecret ; Heav'ti is high. 
High, and remote to fee from thence diftin^l 
Each thing on earth $ and other care perhaps 
May have diverted from continual watch 

: Our great forbidder, fafe with all his fpies 115 

About him. But to Adam in what fort 
Shall I appear ? fhall I to him make knowh 
As yet my change, and give him to partake 
Full happinefs with me, or rather not, 
'But keep the odds of knowledge in my power Szd 
Without copartner ? fo to add what wants 
In female fex, the more to draw his love. 
And render me more equal, and perhaps, 
A thing not undefirable, fometime 

' 'Superior ;' for inferior who is free ? S25 

This may be well : but what if God hath feen. 
And death fcnfue ? then I fhall be no more. 
And Adam wedded to another Eve, 
Shall live with her enjoying, I extin5l ; 

* A death to think. Confirmed then I refolve, 830 

Adam fhall fhare v^th me in blifs or woe : 
So dcsur I loyt lum> that with him all dcatht 
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I could indure, without him live no life. 

So faying, from the tree her ftep ihe tumM^ 
But firft low reverence done, as to the Power 835 
That dwelt within, whofe prefence had infiis'd 
Into the plant fciential fap, derived 
From nediar, drink of Gods. Adam the while. 
Waiting defirons her return, had wove 
^ Of choiceft flow'rs a garland to adorn 840 

Her treffes, and her rural labors crown. 
As reapers oft are wont their harveft queen. 
Great joy he promisM to his thoughts, and new 
Solace in her return, fo long delay'd 5 
: Yet oft his heart, divine of fomething ill, 845 

Mifgave him J he the faltring meafure felt; 
And forth to meet her went, the way Ihe took 
That mom when firft they parted ; by the tree 
Of knowledge he muft pafs, there he her met, 
<- Sbarce from the tree returning 5 in her hand 850 

A bough gf faireft fruit, that downy fmird. 
New gathered, and ambrofial fmell diffusM. 
To him ihe hafted ; in her face excufe 
Came prologue, and apology too prompt, 
^ Which with bland words at will Ihe thus addrefsM. 855 
Haft .thou not wonderM, Adam, at my ftay ? 
Thee I have mifsM, and thought it long, depriy'd 
Thy prefence, ^cgony of love till now 
Not felt, noi* Ihall be twice, for never more 
< Mean I "to try, what rafti untry'd I fought, 86© 

The pain of abfence from thy fight. But ftrange 
Hath been ihe cwUk, and wonderful to Vwear^ 
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ThU tree is not as we are told, a tree 

Of danger tafted, nor to* evil unknown 

Opening the way, but of divine effe£l S6§ 

To open eyes, and make them Gods who tafte; 

And hath been tafted fuch ; the ferpent wife. 

Or not reftrain'd as we, or not obeying. 

Hath eaten of the fruit, and is become, 
' Not dead, as we are threaten^, but thenceforth S70 

Indued with human voice and human fenfe, 

Reafoning to admiration, and with me 

Perfuafivcly hath fo prevail'd, that I 

Have alfo tafted, and have alfo found 
; Th' eifefts to correfpond, opener mine eyes, S75 

Dim erft, dilated fpirits, ampler heart. 

And growing up to Godhead j which for thee 

Chiefly I fought, without thee can defpife. 

For blifs, as thou haft part, to me is blifs. 

Tedious, unfliarM with thee, and odious foon. t%9 

Thou therefore alfo tafte, that equal lot 

May join us, equal joy, as equal love; 

Left, thou not tafting, different degree 

Disjoin us, and I then too late renounce 

Deity for thee, when fate will not permit. 885 

Thus Eve with countenance blithe her ftory told ; 

But in her cheek diftemper fluftiing glow'd. 

On th* other fide, Adam, foon as he heard 

The fatal trefpafs done by Eve, amazM, 

Aftonied ftood and blank, while horror chill 890 

Ran through his veins, and all his joints relaxed ; 
J^rom Jus dock hand the garland wreath'd for Eve 
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Down dropt, and all the faded rofes died t 
Speechlefs he ftood and pale, till thus at length 
Firft to himfelf he inward iilence broke. 895 

O faireft of creation, laft and beft 
Of all God's works, Creature in whom excelled 
Whatever can to fighMr thought be form'd. 
Holy, divine, good, Imiable, or fweetl 
How art thou loft, how on a fudden loft, 90* 

Defac'd, deflowerM, and now to death devote ? 
Rather how haft thou yielded to tranfgrefs 
The ftrjft forbiddance, how to violate 
The facred fruit forbidden ? fome curfed fraud 
Of enemy hath beguird thee, yet unknown, 905 

And me with thee hath ruinM, for with thee 
Certain my refolution is to die : 
How can I live without thee, how forgo 
Thy fwcet converfe and love fo dearly join'd. 
To live again in thefe wild woods forlorn ? 910 

Should God create another Eve, and I 
Another rib afford, yet lofs of thee 
Would never from my heart ; no, no, I feel 
The link of nature draw me : fleih of flefh. 
Bone of my bone thou art, and from thy ftate 9 1 5 
Mine n^ver (hall be parted, blifs or woe. 

So having faid, as one from fad difmay 
Reccmiforted, and after thoughts difturb*d 
Submitting to what feem'd remedilefs. 
Thus in calm mood his words to Eve he tumM. 920 

Bold deed thou haft prefumM, adventrous Eve, 
And peril great provok'd, who thus haft dar'd^ 

Voi. Ih D ^^^ 
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Had it been only coveting to eye 

That facred fruit, facred to abftinence, 

M\ich more to tafte it uj&der ban to touch. 915 

But pad who can recall, or done undo ? 

Not God omnipotent, nor Fate 5 yet fo 

Perhaps thou ihalt not die, pcdbups the fa£^ 

Is not fo hainous now, foretaflHl fruit, 

Prpfan'd firft by the ferpent, by him firft 939 

Made common and unhallowM ere our tafte ; 

Nor yet on him found deadly, he yet lives. 

Lives, as thou faidft, and gains to live as Man 

Higher degree of life, inducement fhrong 

T'o us, as likely tafting to attain 935 

Proportional afcent, which cannot be 

But to be Gods, or Angels Demi-Gods. 

Nor can I think that God, Creator wife. 

Though threatning, will in eameft fo deftroy 

Us his prime creatures, dignified fo high, 940 

Set over all his works, which in our fall, 

For us created, need^ with us rouft fail. 

Dependent made ; fo God (hall uncreate^ 

Be fruftrate, dO) undo, and labor lofe. 

Not well conceivM of God, who though his power 94.5. 

Creation could repeat, yet would be loath 

Us to abolifh, left the Adverfary 

Triumph and fay ; Fickle their ftate whom God 

Moft favors ; whp can pleafe him long ? Me firfl 

H&ruinMy now mankind; whom will he next? 950 

Mattef of fbom not to ]ye given the Foe. 

Jiowevex J .with thee hvi^ fix'd my lot, 

. CtrtsuB 



BodcXX. PARADISE LO&T. 35 

Certain to undergo like doom ; if death 

Confort with thee, death is to me as life ; 

So forcible within my heart I feel 955 

The bond of nature draw me to my own, 

My own in thee, for what thou art is mine j 

Our ftatc cannot be fev^r'd, we are one. 

One flefli 5 to lofe thee were to lofe myfelf. 

So Adam, and thus Eve to him reply'd* 960 

C glorious trial of exceeding love, 
niuftrious evidence, example high ! 
Engaging me to emulate, but (hort 
Of thy perfe£lion, how ihall I attain, 
Adam ? from whofe dear fide I boaft me fprung, 965 
And gladly of our union hear thee fpeak. 
One heart, one foul in both ; whereof good proof 
This day affords, declaring thee refolv'd. 
Rather than death or ought than death more dread 
Shall feparate us, linkM in love fo dear, 973 

To undergo with me one guilt, one crime. 
If any be, of tafting this fair fruit, 
Whofe virtue (for of good ftill good proceeds, 
Dire^, or by occafion) hath prefented 
TWs happy trial of thy love, which elfe 975 

So eminently never had been known. 
Were it I thought death menac'd would cnfue 
This my attempt, I would fuftain alone 
The worft, and not perfuade thee, rather die 
J)elbrted, than oblige thee with a faft 9S0 

Pernicious to thy peace» chiefly aflur'd 
Remarkably fo late of thy fo true^ 

Da ^^ 
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So faithful love unequal'd ; but I feel 

Far otherwife th' event, not death, but life 

Augmented, open'd eyes, new hopes, new joys, 985 

Tafte fo divine, that what of fweet before 

Hath touched my fenfe, flat feems to this, and harih. 

On my experience, Adam, freely tafte. 

And fear of death deliver to the winds. 

So faying, (he embraced him, and for joy 990 

Tenderly wept, much won that he his love 
Had fo ennobled, as of choice to' incur 
Divine difpleafure for her fake, or death. 
In recompenfe (for fuch compliance bad 
Such recompenfe beft merits) from the bough 995 
She gave him of that fair enticing fruit 
With liberal hand : he fcrupled not to eat 
Againft his better knowledge, not deceived. 
But fondly overcome with female charm. 
Earth trembled from her entrails, as again too« 

In pangs, and Nature gave a fecond groan. 
Sky lourM, and muttering thunder, fome fad drops 
Wept at completing of the mortal fin 
Original i while Adam took no thought. 
Eating his fill, nor Eve to iterate 1005 

Her former trefpafs fearM, the more to footh 
Him with her lov'd fociety, that now 
As with new wine intoxicated both 
They fwim in mirth, and fancy that they feel 
Divinity within theni breeding wings, 1010 

Wherewith to fcorn the earth : but that falfc fruit 
Fw other operation firft difplay'd^ 

Cwnai 
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Carnal deiire inflaming ; he on Eve 

Began to cad lafcivious eyes, fhe him 

At wantonly repaid ; in luft they bum : 10 1 5 

Till Adam thus 'gan Eve to dalliance move. 

Eve, now I fee thou art exa6l of tafte. 
And elegant, of fapience no fmall part. 
Since to each meaning favor we apply, 
And palate call judicious ; I the praife 1029 

Yield thee, fo well this day thou haft purveyM. 
Much pleafure we have loft, while we abftain'd 
From this delightful fiiiit, nor known till now 
True relifli, tafting; if fuch pleafure be 
In things to us forbidden, it might be wifhM, 1025 
For this one tree had been forbidden ten. 
But come, fo well rcfrefh'd, now let us play, 
As meet is, after fuch delicious fare ; 
For never did thy beauty fince the day 
I law thee fir ft and wedded thee, adom*d 1039 

With all perfe£lions, fo inflame my fenfe 
With ardor to enjoy thee, fairer now 
Than ever, bounty of this virtuous tree. 

So faid he, and forbore not glance or toy 
of afnorous intent, well underftood 1035 

Of -Eve, whofe eye darted contagious fire. 
Her hand he feiz'd, and to a fhady bank, 
Thick overhead with verdant roof imbowr'd. 
He led her nothing loath ; flowVs were the couch, 
Panfies and violets, and afphodel, 1040 

And hyacinth, earth's frefheft fofteft lap. 
There they their fill of love and love's dif^^tt 
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Took largely, of their mutuftl guilt the feal, . 

The folace of their fin, till dewy ileep 

PpprefsM them, wearied with their amorous play* 1045 

Soon as the force of that fallacious fnixt> 

That with exhilarating vapor bland 

About their rp^*rits had played, and inmolb powers 

Made err, was now exhaled ; and grofler flcep 

^red of unkindly fumes, with confcious dreams X050 

Incumbered, now had left them $ up they ro(t 

As i&om unreft, and each the other viewing. 

Soon found their eyes how openM, and their minds 

How darkenM ; innocence, that as a veil 

Had fhadjDwM them from knowing ill, ^#as gooCf S055 

Juft confidence, and native righteouiherS) 

And honor from about them, naked left 

To guilty fhame ; he coverMi but his robe 

Uncovered more. So role the Danlte ftrong 

Herculean Samfon from the harlot-lap io6« 

Of Philiftean Dalilah, and wak'd 

Shorn of his ftrength. They deftitute and bare 

Of all their virtue : filent, and in face 

Confounded long they fat, as ftruckem mute. 

Till Adam, though not lefs than Eve abaih'd, 1065 

At length gave utterance to thefe words conftrainM. 

O Eve, in evil hour thou didft give ear 
To that falfe worm, of whomfoever taught 
To counterfeit Man's voice, true in our fall, 
Falfe in our promised rifing; fince our eyes 1070 

OpenM we find indeed, and find we know 
J^otb £rood said tY'H, good loft, and evil got. 

Bad 
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Bad fruit of knowledge, if this be to know. 
Which leaves us naked thus, of honor void^ 
©f innocence, of faith, of purity, 1075 

Our wonted ornaments now foil'd and ftainM, 
And in Qur faces evident liiis £gns 
Of foul concupifcence ; whence evil ftore; 
Ev^n ihame, the laft of evils $ of the fird 
Be fure then. How fhall I behold the face 1080 

Henceforth of God or Angel, erft with joy 
And rapture fo' oft beheld > thofe hcav'nly fliapcs 
Will dazzle now this earthly with their blaie 
InfufFerably bright. O might I here 
In Icditude live favage, in fome glade 10S5 

ObfcurM, where higheft woods impenetrable 
To ftar or fun-light, fpread their umbrage broad 
And brown as evening : Cover me, ye Pines, 
Ye Cedars, with innumerable boughs 
Hide me, where I may never fee them more, 1090 
But let us now, as in bad plight, devife 
What beft may for the prefent ferve to hide 
The parts of each from other, that feem moft 
To fhame obnoxious, and unfeemlieft feen ; 
Some tree, whofe broad fmooth leaves togetlier fow'd. 
And girded- on our loin^, may cover round 
Thofe middle parts, that this new comer, fiiame. 
There fit not, and reproach us as unclean. 
So counfel'd he, and both together went 
Into the thicked wood ; there foon they chofe 1 100 
The fig-tree, not that kind for fruit renoWnM> 
But fuch as at this day to Indians knowoi 

1)4. \tw 



40 PARADISE LOST. Book IX. 

In Malabar or Dccan fpreads her amis 

Branching To broad and long, that in the ground 

The bended twigs take root, and daughters grow 1105 

About the mother tree, a pillarM fhade 

High overarched, and echoing walks between j 

There oft the Indian herdfman (hunning heat 

Shelters in cool, and tends his pafturing herds 

At loopholes cut through thickeft (hade : Thofe leaver 

They gathered, broad as Amazonian targe. 

And with what (kill they had, together fow'd, 

To gird their wafte, vain covering if to hide 

Their guilt and dreaded (hame ; O how unlike 

To that firft naked glory! Such of late 1115 

Columbus found th' American, fo giit 

With feather'd cincture, naked elfe and wild 

Among the trees on iles and woody (hores. 

Thus fencM, and, as they thought, their (hame in part 

Cover'd, but not at reft or eafe of mind, iiio 

They fat them down to weep ; nor only tears 

RainM at their eyes, but high winds worfe within 

Began to rife, high paflions, anger, hate, 

Mifti-uft, fufpicion, difcord, and (hook fore 

Their inward ftate of mind, calm region once 1115 

And full of peace, now toft and turbulent: 

For underftanding rul'd not, and the will 

Heard not her lore, both in fubje6lion now 

To fenfual appetite, who from beneath 

Ufurping over fovi-an reafon clam'd 1 1 3» 

Superior /Ws^y : from thus diftemper'd breaft, 

Adam, eftrang'd in look and altered ftile> 

S^ech 
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I intermitted thus to Eve renewM. 
>uld thou hadft hearkenM to my words, and ftay*d 
me, as I befought thee, when that ftrange 1135 
of wandering this unhappy mom, 
w not whence poflefsM thee : we had then 
inM ftill happy ; not as now, defpoiPd 
I our goody (hamMy naked, miferable. 
one henceforth feek needlefs caufe to* approve 
*aith they owe 5 when earneftly they feek 
proof, conclude, they then begin to fail, 
whom foon mov'd with touch of blame thus Eve, 
: words have pafsM thy lips, Adam fevere ! 
t'ft thou that to my default, or will 1x45 

andVing, as thou caH'ft it, which who knows 
light as ill have happened thou being by, 
thyfelf perhaps ? hadft thou been there, 
re th' attempt, thou couldft not have difcem'd 
I in the Serpent, fpeaking as he fpakej "S* 

"ound of enmity between us known, 
he (hould mean me ill, or feek to harm. 
I to' have never parted from thy fide ? 
>od have grown there ftill a lifelefs rib. 
; as I am, why didft not thou the head 11 55 

aand me abfolutely not to go, 
r into fuch danger as thou faidft ? 
facil then thou didft not much gainfay^ 
lidft permit, approve, and fair difmifs. 
thou been firm and fixM in thy diflent, xi6o 
er had I tranfgrefs'd, nor thou with me. 
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To whom then firft inccns'd Adam replyd. 
Is this the loVe, is this the recompenfe 
Of mine to thee, ingi*ateful Eve, exprefsM 
Immutable when thou wert lofty not ly 1165 

Who might have livM and joyM immortal blif^. 
Yet willingly chofe rather death with thee ? 
And am I now upbraided as the caufe 
Of thy tranfgrefling ? not enough fevere^ 
It feems, in thy reftraint : what could I more ? 1 1 70 
I warn'd thee, I.admoniihM thee, foretold 
The danger, and the lurking enemy 
That lay in wait} beyond this had been force» 
And force upon free will hath here no place. 
Sut confidence then bore thee on, fccure si 75 

Bither to meet no danger, or to find 
Matter of glorious trial % and perhaps 
I alfo err*d in overmuch admiring 
What feera'd in thee fo perfeft, that I thought 
No evil durft attempt thee, but I rue 1180 

That error now, which is become my crime, 
And thou th' accufer. Thus it (hall befall 
Him who to worth in woman overtrufting 
Lets her will rule j reftraint ftie will not brook. 
And left to' herfelf, if evil thence enfue, 1185 

She firft his weak indulgence will accufe. 

Thus they in mutual accufation fpent 
The fruitlefs hours, but neither felf-condemning. 
And of their vain conteft appeared no end. 

THE END OF THE NINTH BOOK. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Man^s tranr&^reilion known, the guardian Angels for* 
fake Paradife, and return up to Heaven to approve 
their vigilance, and are approved, God declaring 
that the entrance of Satan could not be by them pre- 
vented. He fends his Son to judge the ti-anfgref- 
fors, who defcends and gives fentence accordingly { 
then in pity clothes them both, and reafcends. Sin 
and Death fitting till then at the gates of Hell, by 
wondrous fympathy feeling the fuccefs of Satan in 
this new world, and the fin by Man there committed, 
refolve to fit no longer confined in Hell, but to fol- 
low Satan their fire up to the place of Man : To 
make the way eafier from Hell to this world to and 
fro, they pave a broad high-way or bridge* oVer 
Chaos, according to the track that Satan firft inade $ 
then preparing for Earth, they meet him proud of 
his fuccefs returning to Hell ; their mutual eratula- 
tion. Satan arrives at Pandemonium, in full aflTem- 
bly relates with boafting his fuccefs againft Man; 
inftead of applaufe is entertained with a general hifs 
by all his audience, transformed with himfelf alfo 
fuddenly into ferpents, according to his doom given 
in Paradife) then deluded with a fhtvr of the for- 
bidden tree fprin^ng up bcfofe them, thtfy greedily 
reaching to take of the fruit, chew duft and bitter 
alhes. The proceedings of Sin and Death; God 
foretels the final viflory of his Son over them, and 
the renewing of all things ; but for the jprefent com- 
mands his Angels to mdce fevei-al alterations in the 
Heavens and elements. Adam more and more per- 
ceiving his fallen condition heavily bewails, reje^ls 
the condolement of Eve 5 fiie perfifts, and at length 
appeafes him : then to evade the curfe likely to fall 
on their offspring, propofes to Adam violent ways, 
which he approves not, but conceiving better hope, 
puts her in mind of the late promife made them, that 
her feed (hould be reveng'd on the Serpent, and ex- 
Jiorts her with him to feek ^ta.ct ot the offended 
^p^j'ty, by repentance and f\ippV\c«.uoTi. 
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BOOK X. 

. A N while the hainous and defplteful aiEl 
Df Satan done in Paradife, and how 
le ferpent had perverted Eve, 
band (he, to tafte the fatal fruit, 
lown in Heav'n ; for what can 'fcape the eye 5 
. all-feeing, or deceive his heart 
lent ? who in all things wife and juft, 
d not Satan to attempt the mind 
I, with ftrength entire, and free-will armM^ 
te to have difcover'd and repulsM !• 

er wiles of foe or feeming friend. 
. they knew, and ought to' have ftill remembered 
;h injunction not to tafte that fruit, 
:r tempted j which they not obeying, 
I (what could they lefs ?) the penalty, 15 

mifold in fin, defervM to fall. 
Heav*n from Paradife in haiie 
relic guards afcended, mute and fad 
n, for of his ftate by this they knew, 
fond'ring how the fubtle Fiend had ftorn !• ' 
e unfeen. Soon as th* unwelcome news 
arth arrived at Heaven gate, difpleasM 
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All were who heard ; dim fadnefs did not fpare 

That time celeftial vifages, yet mix'd 

With pity, violated not their blifs, 15 

About the new-arriv'd, in multitndeg 

Th' ethereal people ran, to hear and know 

How all befel : they tow'ards the throne fupreme 

Accountable made hafte to make appear 

With righteous plea their utmoft vigilance, 39 

And eafdy approvM ; when the moft high 

Eternal Father, from his fecret cloud, 

Amidft in thunder utter'd thus his voices. 

AfTembled Angels, and ye PowVs retum'd 
From unfuccefsful charge, be not difmayM, ^j 

Nor troubled at thefe tidings from the earthf 
Which your fincercft care could not prevent, 
Foretold fo lately what would come to pafs. 
When firft this fempter crofs'd the gulf from Hfell. 
I told you then he Oiould prevail and fpeed 40 

On his bad errand, Man fliould be feduc'd 
And flatter'd out of all, believing lies 
Againft his Maker ; no decree of mine 
Concurring to neceflitate his fall. 
Or touch with lighteft moment of impulfe 4.5 

His free will, to her own inclining left 
In even fcale. But fall'n he is, and now 
What refts, but that the mortal fentence pafs 
On his tranfgrefiion, death denouncM that day? 
Which he prefumes already vain and void, 59 

Becaufe not yet inflifted, as he fear'd, 
By fome immediate ftroke } but foon ihall find 
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Forbearance no acquittance ere day end. 

Juftice (hall not return as bounty fcom'd. 

But whom fend I to judge them > whom but thee 55 

Vic^erent Son ? to thee I have transferrM 

All judgment, whether in Heav'n, or Earth, or Hell. 

Eafy it may be feen that I intend 

Mercy colleguc with juftice, fending thee 

Man's friend, his mediator, his defign*d 60 

Both ranfome and redeemer voluntary. 

And deftinM Man himfelf to judge Man falPn. 

So fpake die Father, and unfolding bright 
Tow'ard the right hand his glory, on the Son 
BlazM forth unclouded Deity ^ he full 6$ 

Refplendent all his Father manifeft 
Exprefs'd, and thus divinely anfwerM mild. 

Father eternal, thine is to decree. 
Mine both in Heaven and Earth to do diy will 
Supreme, that diou in me thy Son belovM 79 

May'ft ever reft well pleas'd. I go to judge 
On earth thcfe thy traufgreffors, but thou know* ft. 
Whoever judgM, the worft on me muft lights 
When time ihall be, for fo I undertook 
Before thee*$ and not repenting, this obtain 75 

Of right, that I may mitigate their doom 
On me derivM, yet I ftiall temper fo 
Juftice with mercy', as may illuftrate moft 
Them fully fatisfy'd, and thee appeafe. 
Attendance none (hail need, nor train, where none So 
Are to behold the judgment, but the judg'd, 
Thofe two i the third beft abfent is condemned, 
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Convift by flight, and rebel to all law : 
Conviction to the Terpen t none belongs. 

Thus faying, from his radiaiit feat he rofe 85 

Of high collateral glory' : him Thrones and Powers, 
Princedoms, and Dominations miniftrant 
Accompanied to Heaven gate, from whence 
Eden and all the coaft in profpeCl lay. 
Down he defcended (bait ; the fpeed of Gods 90 

Time counts not, though with fwifteft minutes wing'd. 
Now was the fun in weftem cadence low 
From noon, and gentle airs due at their hour 
To fan the earth now wakM, and uiher in 
The evening cool, when he from wrath more cool 95 
Came the mild judge and interceffor both 
To fentence Man : the voice of God they heard 
Now walking in the garden, by foft winds 
Brought to their ears, while day declined ; they heard. 
And from his prefence hid themfelves among 100 

The thickeft trees, both man and wife, till God 
Approaching, thus to Adam call'd aloud. 
Where art thou, Adam, wont with joy to meet 
My coming feen far off? I mifs thee here. 
Not pleasM, thus entertained with folitude, 105 

Where obvious duty* ere while appeared unfought s 
Or come I lefs conijpicuous, or what change 
Abfents thee, or what chance detains ? Come forth. 

He came, and with him Eve, more loath, though firft 
To' offend, difcount'nanc'd both, and difcompos'd j x 10 
Love was not in their looks, either to God 
Or to each other, but apparent guilt, 

And 
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And ihame, and perturbation, and defpair, 
Anger^ and obftinacy*, and hate* and guile. 
Whence Adam faultring long, thus anfwer^d brief. 115 
I heard thee in the garden, and of thy voice 
Afraid, being naked, hid myfelf. To whom 
The gracious Judge without revile reply'd. 
My voice thou oft haft heard, and haft not fear'd. 
But ftill rejoiced; how is it now become 120 

So dreadful to thee ? that thou* art naked, who 
Hath told thee ? haft thou eaten of the tree. 
Whereof I gave thee charge thou fliouldft not eat ? 
To whom thus Adam fore befet reply'd. 

Heav*n ! in evil ftrait this day I ftand 125 
Before my judge, either to undergo 

Myfelf the total crime, or to accufe 
My other felf, the partner of my life ; 
Whofe failing, while her faith to me remains, 

1 (hould conceal, and not expofe to blame 1 30 
By my complaint j but ftri£l neceflity 

Subdues me, and calamitous conftraint. 
Left on my head both iin and punilhment. 
However infupportable, be all 
Devolved 5 though (hould I hold my peace, yet thou 
Wouldft eafily dete£l what I conceal. 
This Woman, whom thou mad'ft to be my help. 
And gav'ft me as thy perfeft gift, fo good, 
So fit, fo acceptable, fo divine. 
That from her hand I could fufpe^l no ill, 140 

And what (he did, whatever in itfelf. 
Her doing feemM to juftify the deed j 
Vol. IL £ She 
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She gave roe of the t^ee, and t did eat. 

To whom the foVran fttffence thus reply'd. 
Wks ihe <hy God, that her thou didft obey 145 

Before his voice, or was fhe made thy guide, 
Superior, or but equal, that to her 
Thou didft refign thy manhood, and the place 
Whei«in*©od fct thee' above her made of thee. 
And for thee, whofe perfeftion far excelPd 159 

Hers in aH reisil dignity ? Adom'd 
She was indeed, and lovely to attraft 
Thy love, not Ay fubjeftion $ and her gifts 
Were fuch as under government well feem'd, 
Uhfbemly to bear rule, which was thy part X55 

And perfon, hadft thoti known tliyfelf aright. 

So having faid, he thus to £ve in fe>^.' 
Say Woman, what is this which thou haft done ? 

To whom fad Eve with fhame nigh ovefwhelmM, 
Ctfrifeifing foon, yet not before her judge i6e 

Bold or loquacious, thus abafh'd reply'd. 
The Sei-pent me beguil'd, and I did eat. 

Which when the Lord God heard, without delay 
To judgment he proceeded on th' accusM 
Serpeiit though brute, unable to transfer 165 

The guilt on him who made him inftrument 
Of mifcfiief, and polluted from the end 
Of his creation ; juftly then accitrs'd. 
As vitiated in nature : more to know 
Concem'd not Man (fince he no further knew) 17* 
Nor niter'd his offence 5 yet God at laft 
To Satan firft in iln bis doom apply'd^ 

/ Though 
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Though in myfterious terms, judgM as then beft ; 

And on the Serpent thus his curfe let fall. 

Becaufe thou haft done this, thou art accursM 175 

Above all cattel, each beafl of the field $ 

Upon thy belly giovcling thou /halt go. 

And duft (halt cat all the days of thy life. 

Between thee and the Woman I will put 

^nmitj, and between thine and her feed ; 180 

Her feed ihall bnitfe thy head, thou bmtfe his heel. 

So fpake this oracle, then verify 'd 
When Jefus fon of Mary, fccond Eve, 
Saw Satan fall like lightning down from Heaven, 
Prince of the air; then rifmg from his grave 185 

Spoird Principalities and Fow'rs, triunqph'd 
In open (how, and with afpenfion bright 
Captivity led captive through the air. 
The realin itfelf of Satan long ufurp'd, 
Whom he (hall tread at iafi: under our feet ^ 190 

£v*n he who now foretold his fatal bruife. 
And to the Woman thus his fentence tum'd. 
Thy forrow I will greatly multiply 
By thy conception i children thou fliait bring 
In ibrrow forth ; and to thy huCband^s will 1 95 

Thine (hall fubmit 3 he over thee (hall rule. 

On Adam laft thus judgment he pronounced. 
Becaufe thou* haft hearkened to the* voice of thy wife. 
And eaten of the tree, concerning which 
X chargM thee, fay'ing. Thou (halt not eat thereof : 
Curs*d is the ground for thy fake ; thou in forrow 
Shalt eat thereof all the days of thy life i 
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Thorns alfo' and thiftles it fhall bring thee forth 

Unhid J and thou (halt eat th' herb of th?field, 

In the fweat of thy face (halt thou eat bread, 205 

Till thou return unto the ground j for thou 

Out of the ground was taken, know thy birth. 

For duft thou art, and (halt to duft return. 

So judgM he Man, both judge and faviour fent. 
And th* inftant ftroke of death denouncM that day 2x0 
RemovM far off 5 then pitying how they ftood 
Before him naked to the air, that now 
Muft Aiffer change, difdain'd not to begin 
Thenceforth the form of fervant to affumc. 
As when he wafli'd his fervants feet, fo now 2x5 

As father of his family he clad 
Their nakednefs with (kins of beafts, or ftain, 
Or as the fnake with -youthful coat repaid $ 
And thought not much to clothe his enemies : 
Nor he their outward only with the (kins 220 

Of beafts, but inward nakednefs, much more 
Opprobrious, with his >robe of righteoufnefs. 
Arraying covcr'd from his Father's fight. 
To him with fwift afeent he up retum'd. 
Into his biifsful -bofom realTum'd 225 

In glory as of old $ to him appeased 
All, though all-knowing, what had pafsM with Man 
Recounted, mixing intercdiion fweet. 

Meanwhile, ere thus was finnM and judged on EarA, 
Within the gates of Hell fat Sin and Death, 230 

In counterview within the gates, that now 
Stood open wide, belching outrageous flame 

Far 
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Far into Chaos, fince the Fiend pafsM through. 
Sin opening,, who thus now to Death began. 

O Son, why fit we here each other viewing 235 

Idly, while Satan our great author thrives 
In other worlds, and happier feat provides 
For us his offspring dear ? It cannot be 
But that fuccefs attends him ; if miihap^ 
Ere this he had returnM,. with fury driven *40 

By his avengers, fince no place like this 
Can fit his puniihnrent, or their revenge. 
Methinks I feel new ftrength within me rife^ 
Wingfs growing, and dominion giv'n me large 
3eyond this deep ; whatever draws me on, 245 

Or fympathy, or fome connatural force 
Powerful at greateft diftancc to unite 
With fecret amity things of like kind 
By fecreteft conveyance.. Thou, my ftiade 
Infeparable muft with me along : 250 

For Death from Sin no powY can feparate* 
But left the difficulty of paffing back 
Stay his return perhaps over this gulf 
Impaflable, impervious, let us try 
Adventrous work, yet to thy pow'r and mine 255 

Not unagreeable, to found a path 
Over this main from Hell to that new world 
Where Satan now prevails, a monument 
Of merit high to all th* infernal hoit, 
"Eafing their paffage hence, for intercourfe, 260 

Or tranfmigration, as their lot ihall lead. 
Nor can I mifs the way, fo ftrongly drawtk 

E 3 ^^ 
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By thin ncMr-felt attraftion and inftin£l:. 

Whom thtts the meager Shadow anfwer'd foon. 
G« whither fate and inclination flrong 165 

Leads thee 5 I fliall not tag behind, nor err 
The way, thou leading) fuch a fcent I draw 
Of carnage, prey innumerable, and tafte 
The favor of Death from all things there that Kvc r 
Nor /hall I to the work thou enterprifeft 270 

Be wanting, but afford thee equal aid. 

So faying, with delight he fnuff *d the fmell 
Of mortal change on earth. As when a flock 
Of raveaoiis fowl, though many a league remote, 
Againft the day of battel, to a field, 275 

Where armies iie incamp^d, come flying, lur^d 
With fcent of living caixafles deiign'd 
For death, the following day, in bloody fight : 
So fcented the grim Feature, and upturn^ 
His nofbil wide into the murky air, 280 

Sagacious of his quarry from fo far. 
Then both from out Hell gates into the wafte 
Wide anarchy of Chaos damp and dark 
Flew diverfe, and with pow*r (their pow'r was great) 
Hovering upon the waters, what they met 285 

Solid or flimy, as in raging fea 
Toft up and down, together crouded drove 
From each fide fhoaling tow^ards the mouth of Hell : 
As when two polar winds, blowing adverfe 
Upon the Cronian fea, together drive 299 

Mountains of ice, that ftop th' imaging way 
Beyond Petfom eoftward, to the rick 
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Cathaian coaft. The aggregated foil 

Death with his mace petrific> cold and dry^ 

As with a trident fmote, and fixM as finxL 2^5 

As Delos floting once j th^ reft his look 

Bound with GorgoniaB rigor not to move ; 

And with Afphaltic dime, broad as the gate. 

Deep to the roots of Hell the gathered beach 

They faftenM, and the mole immenfe wrought on 300 

Over the foaming deep high archM, a bridge 

Of length prodigious, joinin? to the wall 

Immoveable of this now fencelefs world 

Forfeit to Death ; from hence a paffage broad^ 

Smooth, eafy, inoiFenfive down to Hell. 305 

So, if great things to fmalt may be compar*d| 

Xerxes, the liberty of Greece to yoke. 

From Sufa his Memnonian palace high 

Came to the fea, ^nd over Hellefpont 

Bridging his way, Europe with Afia joinM, 310 

And fcourg'd with many a ftroke th* indignant waves. 

Now had they brought the vrork by wondrous art 

Pontifical, a ridge of pendent rockj 

Over the vexM abyfs, following the track 

Of Satan to the felf-fame place where h? 315 

Fhit lighted from his wing, and landed f^fe 

From out of Chaos, to the outfide bai-e 

Of this round world : with pins of adamant 

And chains they made all faft, too faft they made 

And durable 5 and now in little fpace 320 

The confines met of empyrean Heaven 

And of this World, and on the left hand Hell 

E 4. Nf^V^x 
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With long reach interposed } three feveral ways 
In fighty to each of thefe three places led. 
And now their way to Eartii they had defcryM, 315 
To Paradife firft tending, vrhen behold 
Satan in likenefs of an Angel bright 
Betwixt the Centaur and the Scorpion fleering 
His zenith, while the fun in Aries rofe : 
DifguisM he came, but thofe his children dear 339 
Their parent loon difcemM, though in diiguife. 
He after Eve feduc^d, unminded flunk 
Into the wood faft by, and changing fhape 
To' obferve the fequel, faw his guileful aft 
By Eve, though all unweeting, feconded 335 

Upon her hufband, faw their fhame that fought 
Vain covertures-j but when he faw defcend 
The Son of God to. judge them, tcrrify'd 
He fledy not hoping to efcape, but fhun 
The prefent, fearing guilty what his wrath 340 

Might fuddenly inflift ; that paft, returned 
By night, and lift'ning where the haplefs pair 
Sat in their fad difcourfc, and various plaint, 
Thence gatiier'd his own doom, which underflood 
Not inftant, but of future time, with joy 34,5 

And tidings fraught, to Hell he now rctiunM, 
And at the brink of Chaos, near the foot 
Of this new wondrous pontifice, unhop'd 
Met who to meet him came, his offspring dear. 
Great joy was at their meeting, and at fight 350 

Of that flupendous bridge his joy increased. 
long be zdmirmg flood, till S\n« U%f«ir 
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Inchanting daughter, thus the filence broke. 

O Parent, thcfe are thy magnific deeds, 
Thy trophies, which thou view'ft as not thine own ; 
Thou art their author and prime archite^l t 
For I no fooner in my heart divin'd. 
My heart, which by a fecret harmony 
Still moves with thine, joinM in connexion fweet. 
That thou on earth hadft profperM, which thy looks 
Now alfo evidence, but ftrait I felt 
Though difbnt from thee worlds between, yet felt 
That I muft after thee with this thy fon, 
5uch fatal confequence unites us threes 
Flell could no longer hold us in her bounds, 3^5 

Mor this unvoyageable gulf obfcure 
detain from following thy illuftrious track, 
rhou haft achievM our liberty, confinM 
iVithin Hell gates till now, thou us impower'd 
To fortify thus far, and overlay 370 

iVith this portentous bridjge the dark abyfs. 
Thine now is all this world ; thy virtue* hath won 
iVliat thy hands builded not, thy wifdom gain*d 
iVith odds what war hath loft, and fully' aveng'd 
>ur foil in Heav*n ; here thou fhalt monarch reign, 375 
There didft not 5 there let him ftill viclor fway, 
\s battel hath adjudged, from this new world 
Retiring, by his own doom alienated, 
f\jid henceforth monarchy with thee divide 
Df all things parted by th' empyreal bounds, 380 

His quadrature, from thy orbicular world. 
Or try thee now more dange'rous to his throne. 
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Whom thiift the Prince of <hrkn«f& anfwer'd glad. 
Fair Daughter, and thou Son and Grandchild botb> 
High proof ye now have giv'n to be the race 3^5 

Of Satan, (for I glory in the nanie, 
Antagonift of Heav'n's almighty king) 
Amply have merited of me, of all 
Th' infernal empire, that £0 near hcav'n's door 
Triumphal with triumphal aft have met„ 390 

Mine with this glorious work, and made one realm 
Hell and this world, one realm, one continent 
Of eafy thorough-fare. Therefore while I 
Defcend through darknefs, on your road with cafe. 
To my afTociate PowVs, them to acquaint 495 

"With thefe fuccefles, and with them rejoice. 
You two this way, among th/efe numerous orbs 
All yours, right down to Paradife defcend j 
There dwell and reign in blifs, thence on the earth 
Dominion exercife and in the air, 4190 

Chiefly on Man, fole lord of all declared. 
Him firll make fure your thrall, and laiUy kill* 
My fubftitutes I fend you, and create 
Pleoipotent on eavth of ntatchlefs miglvt 
Ifluing from me : on your joint vigor now 4A5 

My hold of this new kingdom all depends. 
Through Sija to Death exposed by my exploit. 
If your joint pow'r prevail, th' aflfairs of Hell 
No detriment need fear; go and be ftrong. 

So faying he difmifs'd them ; they with fpeed 410 
Their courfe through thkkejd conftellations heldj^ 
Spreading their bane^ the blafted 1\3jr% lo.ok'd wao» 

Ana 
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tietfiy planet-ftrucky real eclipie 

IFer'd. Th' other way Satan went d«wii 

fey to HeU gate $ on either fide 415 

I Chaos over butlt exclam'd, 

h rebottxyimg furge the bars affaird, 

mM his indignation : through the gate^ 

en and unguarded, Satan paisM, 

about found defolate ; for thofe 420 

;d to fit there, had left thek charge^ 

» the xtffvr world; the reft were all 

1* inland retir'd, about the walls 

tcmonium, city and proud feat 

for, fo by allufion call'd. 4«5 

bright ftar to Satan paragoned. 

pt their watch the legions, while the Gituad 

U fat, folicitous what chance 

itercept their empe^ror fent ; ib he 

^ gave command, and they obferv*d» 430 

, the Tartar from his Ruffian foo 

can over the fnowy plains 

or Ba^brian Sophi from the horns 

i(h crefcent, leaves all wafte beyond 

n of Aladule, in his retreat 435 

*is or Caibeen : So thefe the late 

lanifli'd hoft, left defert utmoft Hell 

dark league, reduced in careful watch 

leir metropolis, and now expe£Ung 

ir their great adventurer from the fearch 4419 

pi worlds i he through the midft unmark'd, 

plebeian Ajagel militant 
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Of lowed order, pafsM ; and from the door 
Of that Plutonian hall^ invifible 
AiSrended his high dirone, which under flate . 445 
Of richeft texture fpread^ at the upper end 
Was plac'd in regal luftre. Down ar while 
He fat, and round about him faw unfeen : 
At laft as from a cloud hi» fulgent head 
^ And (hape fiar-bngfit appearM, or brighter, clad 450 
With what permiffiVe- glory fmcc his fall 
Wat left him, orfalfe glitter: All amazM 
At that fo fudden blaze the Stygian throng 
Bent their afp66^, and whom they wifli'd beheld. 
Their mighty chief returned :• loud was^th' acclamer 
Forth rufliM in hafte the great confulting' peers. 
Raised from their dark Divan> and with like ]oy 
Congratulant approached him, who with hand 
Silence, and with thefe words attention won. 

Thrones, Domination8,Princedoms, Virtues, Powcrif 
For in polTeflion fuch, not only' of right, 
I call you and declare you now, retum'd 
Succefsful beyond hope, to lead you forth 
Triumphant out of this infernal pit 
Abominable, accurs'd, the houfe of wocj 465 

And dungeon of our tyrant : now poflefs. 
As Lords, a fpacious world, to' our native Heaven 
Little inferior, by my adventure hard 
With peril great achiev'd. Long were to tell 
What I have done, what fufFerM, with what pain 470 
Voyag'd th* unreal, vaft, imbounded deep 
Cf bordbk confitfion} over which 
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By Sin and Death a broad way now is pavM 

To expedite your glorious march j but I 

Toird out my uncouth pafTage, forcM to ride 475 

TV untraftable abyfs, plung'd in the woml) 

Of unoriginal Kight and Chaos wild, 

That jealous of their fecrets fiercely' oppos'd 

My journey ftrange, with clamorous uproar 

Protefting fate fupreme 5 thence how I found 4$© 

The new created world, which fame in Heaven 

long had foretold, a fabric wonderfial 

Of abfolute perfe6lion, therein Man 

PJacM in a Paradife, by our exile 

Made happy : Him by fraud I have feducM 485 

From his Creator, and the more to' increafe 

Your wonder, with an apple $ he thereat 

Offended, worth your laughter, hath giv'n up 

Both his beloved Man and all his world. 

To Sin and Death a prey, and fo to us, 4^0 

Without our hazard, labor, or alarm. 

To range in, and to dwell, and over Man 

To rule, as over all he ihould have rul'd. 

True is, me alfo he hath judg'd, or rather 

Me not, but the brute ferpent in whofe (hape 495 

Man I deceived : that which to mc belongs. 

Is enmity, which he will put between 

Me and mankind $ I am to bruife his heel ; 

His feed, when is not fet, fhall bruife my head:: 

A world who would not purchafe with a bruife, 500 

Or much more grievous pain ? Ye have th' account 

Of my performance : What remains, ye Gods, 

"But. 
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But up and enter -now into fnll blifs ? 

So having faid* -a while he ftood, expe^Ung 
Their univerfal fhout and high applaufe 505 

To fill his ear, when contrary he hears 
On all fides, from innumerable tongues 
A difmal univerfal hifs, the found 
Of public fcom j he wonder'd, but not long 
Had leifure, wondering at himfelf now more ; 510 
His vifage drawn he felt to fharp and fpare, 
His arms clung to his ribs, his legs intwining 
Each other, till fupplanted down he fell 
A monftrous ferpent on his belly prone, 
Reluftant, but in vain, a greater power 515 

Kow rul'd him, punilh'd in the ihapc he fmn*d 
According to his doom : he would have fpoke. 
But hifs for hifs returned with forked tongue 
To forked tongue, for now were all transfbrmM 
Alike, to ferpents all as acceflbries 52* 

To his bold riot : dreadftil was the din 
Of hiding through the hall, thick fwarming now 
With complicated monfters head and tail. 
Scorpion, and Afp, and Amphifbsna dire, 
Ceraftes hom'd, Hydrus, and Eiops drear, 515 

And Dipfas (not fo thick fwarmM once the foil 
Bedropt with blood of Gorgon, or the ilc 
Ophiufa) but ftill greateft he the midft. 
Now Dragon grown, larger than whom the fun 
Ingender'd in the Pythian vale on (lime, 1^ 

Huge Python, and his pow^r no lefs he feem^d 
Above the reft ftill to retain $ they all 

Him 
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r*d ifiuing forth to th* ojpen field, 

yet left of that revolted rout 

I'n, in ftation ftood or jufl array, 535^ 

ith cxpeftation when to fee 

I ifliiing forth their glorions chief: 

but other fight inftead, a crowd 
:rpents ; horror on them fell, 
A (ympathy ; for what they faw, 54^ 

themfelves now changing; down their tunoMp 
b<rth fpcar and fhield, down they at ftift, 
ire hife renewM, and the dire form 
f contagion, like in ptinHhment, 
r crime* Thus wa$ th' applaufe diey meant 

exploding hifs, triumph to Ihame 
fimieWes frofti their own mouths. There Aowl 
lard by, fprung up with this their change, 
^ho reigns above, to aggrrirate 
ance, laden with fair fruit, like that 55^ 
ew in Paradife, the bait of Eve 
ae Tempters on that profpeft ftra»g« 
aeft eyes they fix'd, imagining 
3rbidden tree a multitude 
I, to work them further woe or (hamej 555 
.'d with fcalding thirft and hunger fierce, 
delude them fent, eould not abfbun» 
ey rollM in heaps, and up the trees 
, At thicker than the fnaky locks 
i'd Mcgjera : greedily they pluck'd j69 

age fair to fight, like that which grew 
. bAtuminotts lake where Sodom flatn'd; 
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This more delufive, not the touch, but tafle 

Deceived ; they fondly thinking to allay 

Their appetite with guft, inftead of fruit 565 

Chewed bitter afhes, which th' offended tafte 

With fpattering noife reje£^ed : oft they^ afTayM, 

Hunger and thirft conftraining, drugM as oft» 

With hatefulleft difrelifli writh'd their jaws 

With foot and cinders fiird : {o oft they fell 570 

Into thie fame illufion> not as Man [plagu'd 

Whom they triumphM once laps'd. Thus wei-e they 

And worn with famine, long and ceafelefs hifs, 

Till their loft fhape, permitted, they i-efum^d. 

Yearly injoinM, fome fay, to undergo 575 

This annual humbling certain numberM days. 

To daih their pride, .and joy for man feducM. 

However fome tradition they difpersM 

Among the Heathen of their purchafe got. 

And fabled how the Serpent, whom they calVd $U 

Ophion with Eurynome, the wide 

Encroaching Eve perhaps, had firft the rule 

Of high Olympus, thence by Saturn driven 

And Ops, ere yet Diclaean Jove was bom. 

Mean while in Paradife the hellifh pair 5S5 

Too ibon arriv'd, Sin there in pow'r before^ 
Once a£lual, now in body, and to dwell 
Habitual habitant ; behind her Death 
Clofe following pace for pace, not mounted yet 
On his pale liorfe : to whom Sin thus began. 590 

Second of Satan fprung, all conquering Death, 
What think'ft thou of our empire now, though eam*d 

With 
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With travel difficult, not better far 

Than (till at Hell's dark threfhold to' have fat watch, 

Unnara'd, undreaded, and thyfelf half ftarv'd? 595 

Whom thus the Sin-boni monfter anfwer*d foon. 
To me, who with eternal famin pine, 
Alike is Hell, or Paradife, or Heaven, 
There beft, where moft with ravin I may meet; 
Which here, though plenteous, all too little fecms 600 
To ftuff this maw, this vaft unhidc-bound corps. 

To whom th' inceftuous mother thus reply'd. 
Thou therefore on thefe herbs, and fruits, and flowers 
Feed firft, on each beaft next, and fifh, and fowl, 
No homely morfels; and whatever thing 605 

The fithe of Time mowes down, devour unlparM ; 
Till I in Man refiding through the race. 
His thoughts, his looks, words, a£lions all infe(5l. 
And feafon him thy laft and fweeteft prey. 

This faid, they both betook them feveral ways, 610 
"Both to defti'oy, or unimmortal make 
All kinds, and for deftru^lion to mature 
Sooner or later ; which th' Almighty feeing, 
From his trarfcendent feat the Saints among, 
To thofe bright Orders utter'd thus his voice. 615 

See with what heat thefe dogs of Hell advance 
To wafte and havoc yonder world, which I 
So fair and good created, and had ilill 
^ept in that ftate, had not the folly' of Man 
Let in thefe wafteful furies, who impute 620 

Folly to me, fo doth the prince of Hell 
And his adherents, that with fo much eafc 

\oL.U. F Xiy^'^^x 
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I fufFer them to enter and poflcfs 

A place fo heav'nly, and conniving feem 

To gratify nay fcornful enemies, 615 

That laugh, as if, tranfported with fome fit 

Of pafHon, I to them had quitted all. 

At random yielded up to their mifmle ; 

And know not that I caird and drew them thither 

My Hell-hounds, to lick up the draff and filth 6}o 

Which Man's polluting fm with taint hath fhcd 

On what was pure, till crammM and gorg'd, nigh burft 

With fuck'd and glutted offal, at one fling 

Of thy viflorious arm, well-pleafrng Son, 

Both Sin, and Death, and yawning Grave at lafl 635 

Through Chaos hurl'd, obflruft the mouth of Hell 

For ever, and feal up his ravenous jaws. 

Then Heav'n and Earth renewed fhall be made pure 

To fan^lity that fhall receive no flain : 

Till then the curfc pronounced on both precedes. 640 

He ended, and the heav'nly audience loud 
Sung Halleluiah, as the found of feas, 
Through multitude that fung : Juft are thy ways^ 
Righteous are thy deci*ees on all thy works j 
Who can extenuate thee ? Next, to the Son, 645 

DeflinM reflorer of mankind, by whom 
New Heav'n and Earth fhall to the ages rife, 
Or down from Heav'n defcend. Such was their fong, 
While the Creator calling forth by name 
iTis mighty Angels gave them feveral charge 650 

As forted befl with prefent things. The fun 
Hsid £rA his precept fo to movt> Co fiune» 
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As might Vifk^ the earth >Vith cold and heat 

Scarce tolerable, and from the north to call 

Decrepit winter, from the fouth to bring 655 

Solftitial rummer's heat. To the blanc moon 

Her office they prefcrib-d, to th' other five 

Their planetary motions and afpe£ls 

In (extilcy fquare, and trine, and oppoflt 

O^ noxious efficacy, and when to join 566 

In fynod unbenign ; and taught the fixM 

Their influence malignant when to fhower. 

Which of them rifmg with the fun, or fallings 

Should prove tempeftuoiis : To the winds they fet 

Their comers, when with bluftcr to confound 66$ 

Sea, air, and fhore, the thunder when to roll 

With terror through the dark aereal hall. 

Some fay he bid his angels turn afcanfe 

The poles of earth twice ten degrees and more 

From the fun's axle, they with labor puHi'd 670 

Oblique the centric globe : Some fay the fUn 

Was bid turn reins from th' equinoctial road 

Like diftant breadth to Taurus with the feven 

Atlantic Sifters, and the Spartan Twins 

Up to the Tropic Crab; thence down amain 67 j 

By Leo and the Virgin and the Scales, 

As deep as Capricorn, to bring in change 

Of feafons to each clime ; elfe had the fpring 

Perpetual fmil'd on earth with vemant flowers^ 

Equal in days and nights, except to thofe 6S» 

Beyond the polar circles ; to them day 

Hsid nnbenighted (hone, while the low fun 

F z t^ 
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Po recompenfe his diftance, in their fight 

Had rounded ftill th' horizon, and not known 

Or eaft or weft, which had forbid the fnow 6S5 

From cold Eftotiland, and fouth as far 

Beneath Magellan. At that tafted fruit 

The fun, as from Thy^ftean banquet, tum'd 

His courfe intended ^ clfe how had the world 

Inhabited, though finlefs, more than now, 690 

Avoided pinching cold and fcorching beat ? 

Thefe changes in the Heav'ns, though flow, produced 

Like change on fea and land, fideral blaft. 

Vapor, and mift, and exhalation hot. 

Corrupt and peftilent : Now from the north 6^$ 

Of Norumbega, and the Samoed fliore, 

Burfting their brazen dungeon, arm'd with ice 

And fnow and hail and ftoimy guft and flaw, 

Boreas and Cxcias and Argeftes loud 

And Thrafcias rend the woods and feas upturn $ 700 

With adverfe blaft upturns them from the fouth 

Notus and Afer black with thundrous clouds 

From Serraliona j thwart of thefc as fierce 

Forth rufh the Levant and the Ponent winds 

Eurus and Zephyr with their lateral noife, 705 

Sirocco, and Libecchio. Thus began 

Outrage from lifelefs things $ but Difcord firft 

Daughter of Sin, among th* irrational. 

Death introduced through fierce antipathy : 

Beaft now with beaft *ganwar, and fowl with fowl, 719 

And fiih with fifli ; to graze the herb all leavings 

Pcvour'd each other s nor ftood much in awe 

OF 
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Of Man, but fled him, or with countenance grim 
GlarM on him palling. Thcfc were from without 
The growing miferies which Adam faw 715 

Already* in part, though hid in gloomieft ihade. 
To forrow' abandoned, but worfe felt within. 
And in a troubled Tea of pafHon toft. 
Thus to di(burden fought with fad complaint* 

O miferable of happy ! is this the end yz9 

Of this new glorious world, and me fo late 
The glory of that glory, who now become 
Accurs'd of blefled, hide me from the face 
Of God, whom to behold was then my highth 
Ofhappinefs! yet well, if here would end 725 

The mifery ; I deferv'd it, and would bear 
My own defervings ; but this will not fcrve j 
All that I eat oi* drink, or (hall beget. 
Is propagated curfe, O voice once heard 
Delightfully, Increafe and multiply ^ 730 

Now death to hear ! for what can I increafe 
Or multiply, but curfes on my head ? 
Who of all a^s to fucceed, but feeling 
The evil on him brought by me, will curfe 
My head ? Ill fare our anceilor impure, 735 

For this we may thank Adam ; but his thanks 
Shall be the execration ; fo belides 
Mine own that bide upon me, all from me 
Shall with a fierce reflux on me redound, 
On me as on their natural center light 749 

Heavy, though in their place. O fleeting joy$ 
Of Paradife, dear bought with lading woes ! 

F 3 .*. l>v^ 
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Did I reqneft thee, Maker, from my clay 

To mold me Man, did I folicit thee 

Pnoip darknefs to promote me, or here place 3 

In thi» delicious garden ? as my will 

Concur'd not to my be'ing, it were but right 

And equal to reduce me to my duft, 

DeArous to refign and render back 

All I received, unable to perform ; 

Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold 

The good I fought not. To the lofs of that. 
Sufficient penalty, why haft thou added 
The fenfe of endlcfs woes ? inexplicable 
Thy juftice feems ; yet to fay truth, too late 
I thus conteftj then fliould have been refusM 
Thofe terms whatever, when they were proposed : 
Thou didft accept them : wilt thou' enjoy the good^ 
Then cavil the conditions ? and though God 
Made thee without thy leave, what if thy fon 
Prove difobedient, and reprov'd, retort. 
Wherefore didft thou beget me ? I fought it not : 
Wouldft thou admit for his contempt of thee 
That proud excufe ? yet him not thy eleftion, 
Btit natural neceflity begot. 
God made thee' of choice his own, and of his own 
To fcrve him 5 thy reward was of his grace. 
Thy punifhment then Juftly' is at his will. 
Be' it fo, for I iubmit ; his doom is fair, 
That duft I am, and fhall to duft return : 
O welcome hour whenever ! why delays 
Jijs band to execute what his decree 
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on this day ? why do I overlive, 
am I mock'd with death, and lengthen^ out 
athlefs pain ? how gladly would I meet 775 

dity my fentence, and be earth 
ible, how glad would lay me down 
my mother's lap ? there I fhould reft 
deep fecure j his dreadful voice no more 
d thunder in my ears, no fear of worfe 78* 

e and to my offspring would toiment me 
cruel expe6latIon. Yet one doubt 
es me ftill, left all I cannot die, 
hat pure breath of life, the fpi'rit of Man 
h God infpir'd, cannot together perifh 785 

this coi-poreal clod j then in the grave, 
fome other difmal place, who knows 
/hall die a living death ? O thought 
d, if true ! yet why ? it was but breath 
'e that hnnM j what dies but what had life 790 
fin .' the body properly hath neither. 
f me then ihall die : let tliis appeafe 
loubt, fince human re?ich no further knows, 
iiough the Lord of all be infinite, 
; wrath alfo ? be it, Man is not fo, 795 

aortal doomM. Hpw can he exercife 
h ysrithout end on Man whom death muft end ? 
le make deathlcfs death ? that were to make 
ge contradi£lion, which to God himfelf 
(Tible is held, as argument 800 

eaknefs, not of pow'r. Will he drayr out, 
iiger's fake, £nite to infinite 

F4 ^^ 
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In punlfhM Man, to fatisfy his rigor 

Satisfy^ never ? that were to extend 

His fentenjcc beyond duft and nature's law, S05 

By which all caufes elfe according ftill 

To the reception of their matter aft. 

Not to th' extent of their own fphere. But fay 

That death be not one ftroke, as I fupposM, 

Bereaving fcnfe, but cndlefs mifcry Sxo 

From this day onward, which I feel begun 

Both in me, and without me, and fo lail 

To perpetuity ; Ay me, that fear 

Comes thundering back with dreadful revolution 

On my defenfelefs head ; both Death and I 815 

Arc found eternal, and incorporate both. 

Nor I on my part fmgle, in me all 

Pofterity (lands cursM : Fair patrimony 

That I muft leave ye. Sons ; O were I able 

To wafte it all myfelf, and leave ye none I 820 

So difmherited how would you blefs 

Me now your ciurfe I Ah, why (hould all mankind 

For one man's fault thus guiltlefs be condemn'd. 

If guiltlefs ? But from me what can proceed. 

But all corrupt, both mind and will deprav'd S15 

Not to do only, but to will the fame 

With me ? how can they then acquitted ftand 

In fight of God ? Him after all difputes 

Forc'd I abfolve : all my evafions vain. 

And reafonings, though through mazes, lead me ftill 

But to my own convi£Uon : firft and laft 

On me, me only, ai the fource and fpring 

Of 
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Df all corruption, all the blame lights due ; 

So might the wrath. Fond wifli ! couidft thou fupport 

That burdeii heavier than the earth to bear, 835 

Than all the world much heavier, though divided 

With that bad Woman ? Thus what thou defir'ft 

And what thou fear'ft, alike deftroys all hope 

Of refuge, and concludes thee miferable 

Beyond all paft example and future, 840 

To Satan only like both crime and doom. 

Confcience, into what abyfs of fears 

And horrors haft thou driv'n me 5 out of which 

1 find no way, from deep to deeper plung'd ! 

Thus Adam to himfelf lamented loud 845 

Through the ftiil night, not now, as ere Man fell, 
Wholefome and cool, and mild, but with black air 
Accompanied, with damps and dreadful gloom. 
Which to his evil confcience reprefented 
All things with double terror : on the ground 850 
Outftretch'd he lay, on the cold ground, and oft 
Curs'd his creation, death as oft accused 
Of tirdy execution, fince denounced 
The day of his ofFenfe. Why comes not death, 
Said he, with one thrice acceptable ftroke 855 

To end me ? fliall truth fail to keep her word, 
Juftice divine not haften to be juft ? 
But dca(h comes not at call, juftice divine 
Mends not her iloweft pace for prayers or cries, 
O woods, O fountains, hillocs, dales and bowers, 860 
With other echo late I taught your (hades 
To anfwer, and refound far other fong. 
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Whom thus a01i£led when fad Eve beheld, 
Pefolate where (he fat, approaching nigh. 
Soft words to his fierce pafllon (he aifayM : . 865 

But her with (lern regard he thus repellM. 

Out of my fight, thou Serpent j that name beft 
Befits thee with him leagued, thyfelf as falfe 
And hateful j nothing wants, but that thy fhape, 
^ke his, and color ferpentine, may fhow S70 

Thy inward 5*aud, to warn all creatures from thee 
Henceforth j left that too heav'nly form, pretended 
To hellifh falfhood, fnare them. But for thee 
I had perfifted happy', had not thy pride 
^nd wandering vanity, when leaft was fafe, 875 

RejeSed my forewarning, and difdain'd 
Not to be tnifted, longing to be feen 
Though by the Dev'il himfelf, him overweening 
To over-reach, but with the ferpent meeting 
^cprd and beguiPd, by him thou, I by thee, 88# 

To truft thee from my fide, imagined wife, 
Conilant, mature, proof againft all affaults, 
And underftood not all was but a fhow 
Rather than folid virtue', all but a rib 
Crooked by nature, bent, as now appears, Mt$ 

More to the part fmifter, from me drawn. 
Well if thrown out, as fupernumerary 
To my juft number found. O why did God, 
Creator wife, that peopled higheft Heaven 
With Spirits mafculine, create at laft 890 

This novelty on earth, this fair dcfcft 
Of nature, and not fill the world at once . 

With 
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With Men as Angels without feminine. 

Or find fome other way to generate 

Mankind? this mifchief had not then befairn, S95 

And more tkat ihall befall, innumerable 

Difturbances on earth through female fnares, 

And ftrait conjunction with this fex t for either 

He never (hall find out fit mate, but fuch 

As fome misfortune brings him, or mifbdce; 90^ 

Or whom he wiihes moil (hall feldom gain 

Through her perverfenefs, but (hall fee her gained 

By a for worfe, or, if (he love, withheld 

By parents ; or his happieft choice too late 

Shall meet, already link'd and wedlock-bound 905 

To a fell adverfary', his hate or (hame : 

Which infinite calamity (hall caufe 

To human life, and hou(hold peace confound* 

He added not, and from her turn'd 5 but Eve 
Not fo repulsM, with tears that ceas'd not flowing, 910 
And treflfes all diforder'd, at his feet 
Fell humble, and embracing them, befought 
His peace, and thus proceeded in her plaint. 

Forfake me not thus, Adam : witnefs Heaven 
What love fincere, and reverence in my heart 915 
I bear thee, and unweeting have oflfended. 
Unhappily deceivM j thy fuppiiant 
1 beg, and clafp thy knees j bereave me not, 
Whereon I live, thy gentle looks, thy aid, 
'Thy counfel in this uttcrmoft diftrefs, 920 

My only ftrength and ftayj forloni of thee. 
Whither (hall I betake me, where fubM? 
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While yet we live, fcarce one (hort hour perhaps. 

Between us two let there be peace> both joining. 

As joined in injuries, one enmity 915 

Agalnfl a foe by doom exprefs aifign^d us. 

That cruel Serpent : On me exercife not 

Thy hatred for this mifery befalPn, 

On me already loft, me than thyfelf 

]^ore miferable ; both have tinned, but thou 93O 

Againft God only% I againft God and thee. 

And to the place of judgment will return. 

There with my cries importune Heav'n, that all 

The fentcnce from thy head remov'd may light 

On me, fole caufe to thee of all this woe, 935 

Me, me only, juft objeft of his ire. 

She ended weeping, and her lowly plight. 
Immoveable till peace obtainM from fault 
Acknowledged and deplorM, in Adam wrought 
Commiferation ; foon his heart relented 94* 

Tow'ards her, his life fo late and fole delight. 
Now at his feet fubmifUve in diftrefs. 
Creature fo fair his reconcilement feeking. 
His counfel, whom Aie had difpleas'd, his aid ; 
As one difarmM, his anger all he loft, 945 

And thus with peaceful words upraised her foon* 

Unwary', and too defirous, as before. 
So now of what thou know' ft not, who defir'ft 
The punifhment all on thyfelf; alas. 
Bear thine own firft, ill able to fuftain 950 

His full wrath, whofe thou feel'ft as yet leaft part, 
Aj3d my dilpleafure bear'ft fo ill. If prayers 

Could 
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alter high decrees, I to that place 

I fpeed before thee> and be louder heard, 

»n my head all might be vifited, 955 

•ailty and infirmer fe^ forgiven, 

committed and by me expos'd. 
e, let us no more contend, nor blame 
•ther, blamM enough elfewhere, but ftrive 
xs of love, how we may lighten ^60 

•ther's burden, in our (hare of woe ; 
his day'a death denounced, if ought I fee, 
•rove no fudden, but a flow-pacM evil, 
^ day^s dying to augment our pain, 
3 our feed (O haplefs feed !) deriv'd. 965 

whom thus Eve, recovering heart, rcply'd. 
, by fad experiment I know 
ittle weight my words with thee can find, 

fo erroneous, thence by }uft event 

fo unfortunate ; neveithelefs, ^y% 

'd by thee, vile as I am, to place 
V acceptance, hopeful to regain 
)ve, the fole contentment of my heart 

or dying, from thee I will not hide 
thoughts in my unquiet breaft are rifen, 975 
ng to fome relief of our extremes, 
I, though (harp and fad, yet tolerable, 
our evils, and of eailer choice. 
! of our defcent perplex us moft, 
i muft be bom to certain woe, devour'd ^ 980 
ath at laft^ and miferablc it is 
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To be to others caufe of mifery, 
Our own begotten, and of our loins to bring 
Into this curfed world a woful race, 
That after wretched life muft be at laft 9S5 

Food for fo foul a monfterj in thy power 
It lies, yet ere conception to prevent 
The race unbleft, to be'ing yet unbegot. 
^hildlefs thou art, childlefs remain : fo Death 
Shall be deceived his glut, and with us two 990 

Be forcM to fatisfy his ravenous maw. 
But if thou judge it hard and difficult, 
Converfmg, looking, loving, to abftain 
From love's due rites, nuptial embraces fweet» 
And. with defire to languifli without hope» 991 

Before the prefent objed languiihing 
With like defire, which would be mifery 
And torment lefs than none of what we dread | 
tThen both ourfelves and feed at once to free 
From what we fear from both, let us make fhort^ lOM 
Let us feek Death, or, he not found, fupply 
With our own hands his office on ourfelves : 
Why ftand we longer fliivering under fears. 
That fhow no end but death, and have the power# 
Of many ways to die the ihorteft choofmg, soo$ 

Delb-u^lion with defiru6lion to deftroy ? 
She ended here, or vehement defpair 
Broke off the reft ; fo much of death her thoughts 
J Had entertained, as dyM her cheeks with pale. 
But Adam with fuch couufel nothing fway'd loia 

Tf 
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cr hopes his more attentive mind 

g had raisM, and thus to Eve replyM. 

thy contempt of life and pleafure feems 

Lie in thee fomething more fublime 

cellent than what thy mind contemns ; 1015 

'-deftruftion therefoi*e fought, refutes 

ccellence thought in thee, and implies, 

• contempt, but anguifh and regret 

i of life and pleafure overlov'd. 

LOU covet death, as utmoft end joio 

jry, fo thinking to evade 

nalty pronounc'd, doubt not but God 

ifelier arm'd his vengeful ire than fo 

foreftaird ; much more I fear left death 

ch'd will not exempt us from the pain X025 

by doom to pay J rather fuch afts 
tumacy will provoke the Higheft 
Ice death in us live : Then let us feek 
ifer refolution, which methinks 
in view, calling to mind with heed it 30 

our fentence, that thy feed (hall bruife 
rpent's head ; piteous amends, unlefs 
.nt, whom I con}e£lure, our grand foe 
who in the ferpent hath contrived 
\ us this deceit : to crufh his head 1035 

. be revenge indeed 3 which will be loft 
th brought on ourfelves, or childlefs dayt 
'd as thou propofeft 5 fo our foe 
fcapc his punifhmcnt ordainM, and we 
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Inftead fhall double ours upon our heads. 1040 

No more be mentioned then of violence 
Againft ourfelves, and wilful bairennefsy 
That cuts us off from hope, and favors only 
Rancor and pride, impatience and defpite, 
Relu6hince againft God and his juft yoke 1045 

Laid on ovir necks. Remember with what mild 
And gracious temper he both heard and judg'^d 
Without wrath or reviling ; we expefted 
Ijnmediate diffolutiony which we thought 
Was meant by death that day, when lo, to thee 1050 
Pains only in child-bearing were foretold, 
And bringing forth, foon recompensed with joy. 
Fruit of thy womb : on me the curfe aflope 
GlancM on the ground j with labor I muft earn 
My bread ; what harm ? Idlenefs had been worfe j 1055 
My labor will fuftain me; and left cold 
Or heat fhould injure us, his timely care 
Hath unbefought provided, and his hands 
Cloth'd us unworthy, pitying while he judg'd 5 
How much more, if we pray him, will his ear 1060 
Be open, and his heart to pity* incline. 
And teach us further by what means to fliun 
ThSnclement feafons, rain, ice, hail, and fnow? 
Which now the Iky with various face begins 
To fhow us in this mountain, while the winds 1065 
Blow moift and keen, fliattering the graceful locks 
Of thole fair fpreading trees ; which bids us feek 
Some better lhroud| fome better warmth to cheriih 

Our 
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Our limbs benammM» ere this diurnal ftar 

Leave cold the night, how we his gathered beams x 070 

Refle£led» may with matter fei-e foment 

Or by collifion of two bodies grind 

The air attrite to fire, as late the clouds 

Juftling or puih'd with winds rude in their (hock 

Tine the llant lightning, whofe thwart flame driv'n down 

Kindles the gummy bark of fir or pine. 

And fends a comfortable heat from far, 

Which might fupply the fun : fuch fire to ufe. 

And what may elfe be remedy or cure 

To evils which our own mifdeeds have wrought, 10 So 

He will infhii6^ us praying, and of grace 

Befeeching.him, fo as we need not fear 

To pafs commodioufly this life, fuftainM 

By him with many comforts, till we end 

In dufl, our final reft and native home. 10S5 

What better can we do, than to the place 

Repairing where he judg'd us, proftrate fall 

Before him reverent, and there confefs 

Humbly our faults, and pardon beg, with tears 

Watering the ground, and with our fighs the air 1 090 

Frequenting, fent from hearts contrite, in fign 

Of forrow* unfeign'd, and humiliation meek ? 

Undoubtedly he will relent and turn 

From his difpleafurc ; in whofe look ferene. 

When angry moft he feem'd and moft fevere, 1095 

What elfe but favor, grace, and mercy (hone ? 

Vol. IL G So 



tz PARADISE LOST. B. 

So fpake o^r father penitent, nor Eve 
Wt lefs iitftoorfe : they forAvwrti to the pltict 
Repairing where he judgM lhe», prolbnte fell 
Before him reverent, and both eonfefs'd 
Humbly their ftitilts, and pardon begged, witSi 
Watering the ground, and witii their iighs the a 
ftrequentijig, fent from hearts contrite, in fign 
Of forrow' unfeigned, and humiliation medc. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The Son of God prefents to hi» Father the prayert of 

.our firft parents now repenting, and intercedes for 

them : God accepts them, but declares that they muft 

no longer abide in Paradife ; fends Michael with a 

^band cJ Cherubim to difpoffefs them; but firft to 

. reveal to Adam future things: Michaers coming 

down. Adam (hows to Eve certain ominous iigns ; 

he difcems Michael's ap}>roach, goes out to m^ 

him ; the Angel denounces their departure. Eve's 

Lamentation. Adam pleads, but fubmits: The 

Angel leads him up to a high hill, fets before him 

in vifion what ihali happen till the flood. 
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rHUS they in lowlieft plight repentant flood 
Praying, for from the mercy-feat above 
revenient grace dcfcending had removed 
"he ftony from their hearts, and made new fle/h 
.egenerate grow inftead, that fighs now breath'd ^ 
nuttei*able, which the Spi'rit of prayer 
lipir'd, and wing'd for Heav'ri with fpeedier flight 
*han loudeft oratory : yet their port 
ot of mean fuiters, nor important lefs 
;em^d their petition, than when th' ancient pair lo 
I fables old, lefs ancient yet than thefe, 
eucalion and chafte Pyrrha, to reftore 
'he race of mankind drownM, before tlie flirine 
f Themis flood devout. To Heav'n their prayers 
Uw up, nor mifs'd the way, by envious winds 1 5 
lown vagabond or fruftrate : in they pafs'd 
^imenfionlefs through heav'nly doors j then clad 
iTith incenfe, where the golden altar fum'd, 
y their great interceflbr, came in fight 
efore the Father's throne : them the glad Son 20 
i-efcnting, thus to inteicede began. 
See, Father, what firlt fruits on earth arc iprung 

G i '^YQW. 
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From thy implanted grace in Man, thefe fighs 

And priiy'rs, which in this golden cenfcr, mixM ^ 

With incertfe, I thy prfeft before thee bring j %$ 

Fruits of more pleafing favor from thy feed 

Sown with contrition in his heart, than thofe 

Which his own hand manuring all the trees 

Of Paradife could have produced, ere fall'n 

From innocence. Now therefore bend thine ear %^ 

To fupplication, hear his fighs though mutej 

Unlkilful with what words to pray, let me 

Interpret for him, me his advocate 

And propitiation ; all his works on me 

Good or not good ingraft, my merit thofe 35 

Shall perfe6^, and for thefe nly death (hall pay. 

Accept me, and in me from thefe receive 

The fmell of peace tow'ard mankind j let him live 

.Before thee reconcilM, at leaft his days 

Numbered, though fad, till death, his doom, (which t 

To mitigate thus plead, not to reverfe) 

To better life fliall yield him, where with mc 

All my redeemed may dwell in joy and blifs. 

Made one with me as 1 with thee am one. 

To whom the Father, without cloud, ferenfc, 4J 
All thy requeft for Man, accepted Son, 
Obtain ; all thy requeft was my decree : 
But longer in that Paradife to dwell. 
The law I gave to nature him forbids : 
Thofe pure immortal elements that know 50 

No grofs, no unharmonious mixture foul, 
Ej'e^ hiih tainted now, and purge him off 

At 
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As a diftemper, grofs to air as grofs. 

And mortal food, as may difpofe him beft 

For diflblution wrought by fin, that firft 55 

Diftemper'd all things, and of incomqit 

Comipted. I at firft with two fair gifts 

Created him endowM, with happinefs 

And immortality: that fondly loft. 

This other fenrM but to eternise woe 5 io 

Till I provided death $ fo death becomet 

His final remedy, and after life 

Try'd in fharp tribulation, and refin'd 

By faith and faithful works, to fecond life, 

Wak'd in the renovation of the juft, 65 

Refigns him up with Heaven and Earth renewM. 

But let us call to fynod all the Bleft [hide 

Through Heav'n's wide bounds 5 from them I will not 

My judgments, how with Mankind I proceed. 

As how with peccant Angels late they iaw, 70 

And in their ftate, though firm, flood more confirmed. 

He ended, and the Son gave fignal high 
To the bright minifler that watchM ; he blew 
His trumpet, heard in Oreb fmce perhaps 
When God defcended, and perhaps once more 75 

To found at general doom. Th' angelic blafl 
Fiird all the regions : from their blifsful bowers 
Of amarantin fhade, fountain or fpring. 
By the waters of life, whei-e'er thfey fat 
In fellow/hips of joy, the fons of light 8® 

Haftcd, reforting to the fiimmons high, 
And took their feats ; till from his throne fup^emc 

G4. "^^ 
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Th' Almighty thus pronouncM his fovran will. 

O Sons, like one of us Man is become 
. To know both good and pvil, fmce his tafte S5 

Of that defended fruit; but let him boaft 
His knowledge of good loft, and evil got^ 
Happier, had it Atffic'd him to have known 
Good by itfclf, and evil not at all. 
He forrows now, repents, and prays contrite, 90 

My motions in him ; longer than they move. 
His heart I know, how variable and vain 
Self- left. Left therefore his now bolder hand 
Reach alfo of the tree of life, and eat. 
And live for ever> dream at leaft to live 95 

For ever, to renwve him I decree. 
And iend him from the garden forth to till 
The ground whence he was taken, fitter foil. 

Michael, this my beheft, have thou in charge. 
Take to thee from among the Chenibim lOQ 

Thy choice of flaming warriors, left the Fiend, 
Or in behalf of Man, or to invade 
Vacant poflelfion, fbme new trouble raifet 
Hafte thee, and from the Paradife of God 
Without pemorfe drive out the finful pair, J05; 

From hallow'd ground th' unholy, and denounce 
To them and to their progeny from thence 
Perpetual banifljment* Yet left they faint 
At the fad fentence rigorouily urg'd, 
Fojf I behold them foften'd and with tears. ria 

Bewailing their excefs, all terror hide. 
If patieatly thy bidding they obey, 

Difmii» 
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Difmifs them not difconfolate ; reveal 

To Adam what (hall come in future days. 

As T ihall thee inlighten; intermix 115 

My covenant in the Woman's feed renewed ; 

So fend them forth, though forrowing, yet in peace : 

And on the eaii fide of the garden place. 

Where entrance up from Eden eafieft climbs. 

Cherubic watch, and of a fword the flame 120 

Wide-waving, all approach far off to fright. 

And guard all pafTagc to the ti-ee of life : 

Left Paradife a receptacle prove 

To Spirits foul, and all my trees their prey. 

With whofe ftol'n 'fruit Man once more to delude. 125 

He ceasM j and th' archangelic Pow'r prepared 
For fwift defcent, with him the cohort bright 
Of watchful Cherubim ; four faces each 
Had, like a double Janus, all their fhape 
Spangled with eyes, more numerous than thofe 130^ 
Of Argus, and more wakeful than to droufe. 
Charmed with Arcadian pipe, the paft'ral reed 
Of Hermes, or his opiate rod. Mean while 
To refalute the world with facred light 
Leucothea wak'd, and with frefh dews- imbalm'd 135 
The earth, wken Adam and firft matron Eve 
Had ended now their orifons, and found 
Strength added from above, new hope to fpring 
Out of defpair, joy, but with fear yet link'd^ 
Which thus to Eve his welcome words i-enew'd. 140 

Eve, eafily may faith admit, that all 
The good which we enjoy, from lieav'n defcends ; 
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But that from us ought ihould afcend to Heaven 

So prevalent as to concern the mind 

Of Go4 high-bleft, or to incline his will, 145 

Hard to belief may feem^ yet this will prayer 

Or one fliort figh of human breath, upborne 

Ev'n to the feat of God. For fince I fought 

By pray'r th' offended Deity to' appeafe, 

KneelM and before him humbled all my heart, 150 

Methought I faw him placable and mild. 

Bending his ear ; perfuafion in me grew 

That I was heard with favor; peace returned 

Home to my breaft, and to my memory 

His promife, that thy feed ihall bniife our foe ; 155 

Which then not minded in difmay, yet now 

Aflures me that the bittemefs of death 

Is paft, and we (hall live. Whence hail to thee, 

Eve rightly call'd, mother of all mankind. 

Mother of all things living, fince by thee i6« 

Man is to live, and all things live for Man. 

To whom thus Eve with fad demeanour meek. 
Ill worthy I fuch title ftiould belong 
To me tranfgrefror, who for thee ordain'd 
A help, became thy fnare ; to me reproach 165 

Rather belongs, diftruil, and all difpraife : 
But infinite in pardon was my judge. 
That I, who firft brought death on all, am graced 
The fource of lifej next favourable thou. 
Who highly thus to' intitle me vouchfaf *ft, 170 

Far other name dcferving. But the field 
To labor calls us now with fwcat impos'd. 

Though 
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bough after fleeplefs night j for fee the mom, 

11 tmconcem^d with our unreft, begins 

tr rofy progrefs fmiling j let us forth, ^ 175 

lever from thy Me henceforth to ftray, 

licrt'er our day's work lies, though now injoijiM 

iborious, till day droop 5 while here we dwell, 

Tiat can be toilfome in thefe pleafant walks ? 

!fe let us live, though in fall'n ftate, content. i8* 

So fpake, fo wifli'd much-humbled Eve, but fate 

tbfcrib'd not; Nature firft gave figns, iraprefsM 

1 bird, beaft, air, air fuddenly eclipsM 

fter fliort blufh of mom ; nigh in her fight 

ie bird of Jove, ftoop'd from his aery tour, 185 

jvo birds of gayeft plume before him drove 5 

>wn from a hill the beaft that reigns in woods, 

rft hunter then, purfuM a gentle brace, 

}odlieft of all the foreft, hart and hind $ 

reft to th' eaftem gate was bent their flight. 194 

iam obfervM, and with his eye the chafe 

irfuing, not unmov'd to Eve thus fpake. 

Eve, fome further change awaits us nigh, 
'hich Heav'n by thefe mute figns in nature (hows, 
irerunners of his purpofe, or to warn 19s 

1 haply too fecure of our difcharge 

om penalty, becaufe from death releas'd 

me days ; how long, and what till then our life, 

'ho knows, or more than this, that we are duft, 

nd thither muft return and be no more ? 100 

'hy elfe this double objeft in our fight 

: flight purfu'd in th' air, and o'fci' the ground, 
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One way the felf-fame hour ?'why in the eaft 

Darknefs ere day*8 mid-courfey and morning light 

More orient in yon weftem cloud, that draws 105 

O'er the blue firmament a radiant white. 

And flow defcends, with fomething heav'nly fraught ? 

. He err'd not, for by this the heav'nly bands 

Down from a flcy of jafper lighted now 

In Paradife, and on a hill made halt, 210 

A glorious apparition, had not doubt 

And carnal fear that day dimm'd Adam''s eye» 

Not that more glorious, when the Angels met 

Jacob in Mahanaim, where he faw 

The field pavilioned with his guardians bright j 115 

Nor that which on the flaming mount appeared 

In Dothan, covered with a camp of fire, 

Againfl: the Syrian king, who to furprife 

One man, aflaflin like, had levied war. 

War unproclam'd. The princely Hierarch satf 

In their bright ftand there left his Pow>s to feife 

Pofleflion of the garden ; he alone. 

To find where Adam flielter'd, took his way,. 

Not unperceiv'd of Adam, who to Eve, 

While the great vifitant approached, thus fpake. 1*5 

Eve, now expcft great tidings, which perhaps 
Of us will fooa determin, or impofe 
New laws to be obferv'd ^ for I dcfcry 
From yonder blazing cloud that veils the hill 
One of the heavenly hoft,. and by his gait %%9 

None of the meaneft, forae great Potentate 
Or of the Thrones above> fuch ma|efly 

Xavefff 
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Invefts him coming 5 yet not terrible 

That I {hould fear, nor fociably mild, 

fAs Raphael, that I ihouU much confide, 235 

But fblemn and fublime, whom not to* offend. 

With reverence I muft meet, and thou retire. 

He ended ; and th* Arch- Angel fbon drew nigh, 
Not in his ihape celeftial, but as man 
<Clad to meet man ; over his lucid arms 240 

A military veft of purple flowM, 
Livelier than Meliboean, or the grain 
Of Sarra, worn by kings and heroes old 
In time of truce 5 Iris had dipt the woof 5 
His ftarry helm unbuckled fhow'd him prime 245 

In manhood where youth ended ; by his fide 
As in a gliftVing zodiac hung the fword, 
Satan^s dire dread, and in his hand the fpear. 
Adam bowM low ^ he kingly from his ftate 
InclinM not, but his coming thus declarM. 250 

Adam, Heaven's high beheft no preface needs : 
SulEcient that thy pray'rs are heard, and Death, 
Then due by fentence when thou didft tranfgrefs, 
Defeated of his feifure many days 
Giv'n thee of grace, wherein thou may*ft repent, 255 
And one bad a£l with many deeds well done 
Mayft cover : well may then thy Lord appeas'd 
Redeem thee quite from Death*8 rapacious chune ; 
But longer in this Paradife to dwell 
Peimits not ; to remove thee I am come, 260 

And fend thee from the garden forth to till 
The ground whence thou waft taken, £tter foil* 
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He added not» for Adam at the sews 
Heart-ftnick with chiUiog gripe of fwcrow Asood» 
That all his feiUes bowids £ve» who onifieii tS^ 

Yet all had heard» with audible JUunenC 
Difcover'd foon the piace of her retire. 

O unezpeded ftro^e, worie thaa of Death I 
Muft I thus leave thee, Paradiie i thus leave 
Thee, native foii» tbefe happy walks and ihadcs, 170 
Fit haunt of Gods ? where I had liopc to fpend. 
Quiet though fad^ the re^pit of that day 
That muft be miortal to us both. O flowers. 
That never will ia other climate growj 
My early vi(ltatioa> and my laft $7$ 

At even, which I bred up with tender hand 
From the firft opening bud, and gave you namett 
Who now Iball rear you to the Am> or rank 
Your tribes, fuad water ^m th' ambrofial fount? 
Thee laftly, auptial bowV, by me adom'd oSo 

With what k> fight or fmell was fwoet, fitom liMe 
How ihall I part, and whither wander down 
Into a lower world, to this obicure 
And wild ? how ihail we breathe in other air 
Lefs pve, acculkNn'd to imnortal fruits ? tts 

Whom thus the Angel interrupted mild. 
Lament jiot. Eve, but patiently refign 
What juftly thou haft loft $ nor fet thy heart. 
Thus over- fond, on that which is not thine i 
.Thy going is not lonely ; with thee goes 190 

Thy hufband ; him tx) fallow thou art bound ; 
Wherp.he «hid^s, think thcxe thy aative ibii. 

Adam 
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by this fmm the cold fbdden damp 
ng, and his fcatter'd Tpi^rits returnM, 
iiael thus,>i6 hvunble words addreis'd. 495 
ialy whether afnong the Thrones, or sain'd 

die higk'eft» for fuch of fhape may ieem 
boye fMpinces, gently ha6 tliou told 
fTage^ which might elfe in telling wound, 
petf«rBung end us 4 what befides y^% 

w adftd deje^^ion and delpair 
Ity can fuftain, thy tidings bring, 
re from this happy place, our fwect 
and only coniolation left 
* to Diu* eyes, all places eife 5«j 

abU' i^ppear and defolate, 
>wing us nor known : aad if *by prayer 
t J could hope to change the will 
w)io 4II things can, I would not oea^ 
ry him with my alFiduous cries : 5>»t 

ft againft his abfolute decree 
e avails than breath againft the wuid, 
tifliqg back on him ^at breathes it forth • 
re to his great bidding I fubmit. 
3ft affli£i8 me, that departing hence, 3JJ 

1 his face I ^all be hid, deprived, 
fed countenance -y here I could frequent 
orihip place by place where he vouchiaf *d 
: divine, and to my fons relate, 

mount he appeared, imder this t^ree %vm 

iGble, among thefe pines his voice 

Jici e wiih iiim at this foux^aja ts4k*d 1 
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So many grateful altars I would rear 
Of grafly turf> and pile up every ftonc 
Of luftre from the brook, in memory. 
Or monument to ages, and thereon 
Offer fweet fmelling gums and fruits and flowers ; 
In yonder nether world where (hall I feek 
His bright appearances, or foot-ftep trace f 
For though I fled him angry, yet, recalled 
To life prolongM and promisM race, I now 
Gladly behold though but his utmoft flcirts 
Of glory, and far off his fteps adore. 

To whom thus Michael with regard benign. 
Adam, thou know'ft Heaven his, and all the Earl 
•Kot this rock only^ ; his omniprefcnce fills 
Land, fea, and air, and every kind that lives. 
Fomented by his virtual power and warm'd : 
All th* euth he gave thee to pofTefs and rule, 
Ho defpicable gift ; furmife not then 
His prefence to thefe narrow bounds confined 
Of Paradife or Eden : this had been 
Perhaps thy capital feat, from whence had fpread 
All generations, and had hither come 
F>rom all the ends of th* earth, to celebrate 
And i-everence thee their great progenitor. 
But this praeeminence thou* haft loft, brought doi 
To dwell on even ground now with thy fons : 
Yet doubt not but in valley and in plain 
<>od is as here, and will be found alike 
Prefent, and of his prefence many a fign 
Still following thee, fttll compafling thee round 
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^oodnefs and paternal love, his face 
By and of his fteps the track divine, 
that thou may *ft believe, and be confirmM 355 
>u from hence depart, know I am fent 
w thee what (hail come in future days 
: and to thy offspring ; good with bad 
to hear, fupemal grace contending 
nfulnefs of men 5 thereby to learn 360 

itience, and to temper joy with fear 
ous forrow, equally inur'd 
leration cither ftate to bear, 
ous or adverfe : fo (halt thou lead 
by life, and beft prepared indure 365 

jrtal palTage when it comes. Afcend 
11 5 let Eve (for I have drench'd her eyes) 
ep below, while thou to forefight wak'ft ; 
5 thou (lept'ft, while (he to life was formed, 
'horn thus Adam gratefully replyM. 370. 

, I follow thee, fafe Guide, the path 
jad'ft me', and to the hand of Heav'n fubmit, 
r chaft'ning, to the evil turn 
ious breaf^, arming to overcome 
ring, and earn reft from labor won, 375 

nay attain. So both afcend 
ifions of God : It was a hill 
dife the higheft, from whofe top 
aifphere of earth in cleareft ken 
1 out to th' ampleft reach of profpeft lay. 389 
I'er that hill nor wider looking round, 
n for different caufe the Tempter fet 
II. H Ovs 
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Our fecond Adam in the wildernefs, 

To (hew him all earth's kingdoms and their glory. 

His eye might there command wherever ftood 385 

City of old or modem fame, the feat 

Of mightieft empire, from the deftin'd walls 

Of Cambalu, feat of Cathaian Can, 

And Samarchand by Oxus, Temir's throne, 

To.Paquin of Sinaean kings, and thence 390 

To Agra and Lahor of great Mogul 

Down to the golden Cherfonefe, or where 

The Perfian in Ecbatan fat, or fince 

In Hifpahan, or where the Ruffian Kfar 

In Mofco, or the Sultan in Bizance, 395 

Turcheftan-bom 5 nor could his eye not ken 

Th' empire of Negus to his utmoft port 

Ercoco, and the Icfs maritim kings 

Mombaza, and Quiloa, and Melind, 

And Sofala thought Ophir, to the realm 400 

Of Congo, and Angola fartheft fouth 5 

Or thence from Niger flood to Atlas mount ^ 

The kingdoms of Almanfor, Fez and Suz, 

Maiocco and Algiers, and Tremifen ; 

On Europe thence, and where Rome was to fway 405 

The world : in fpi'rit perhaps he alfo faw 

Rich Mexico the feat of Montezume, 

And Cufco in Peru, the richer feat 

Of Atabalipa, and yet unfpoiPd 

Guiana, whofe great city Geryon's fonf 4.TO 

Call El Dorado : but to nobler fights 

Michael from Adam's eyes the film renaov'di 

Which 
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Which that faife fruit that promised clearer fight 

Had bred ; then purg'd with euphrafy and rue 

The vifual nerve, for he had much to fee ; 41 5 

And from the well of life three drops inftiird. 

So deep the power of thefe ingredients piercM, 

E^en to th^ inmoft feat of mental fight. 

That Adam now enforced to clofe his eyes. 

Sunk down, and all his fpirits become intrancM ; 420 

But him the gentle Angel by the hand 

Soon raisM, and his attention thus recalPd. 

Adam, now ope thine eyes, and firft behold 
Th^ effe^s which thy original crime hath wrought 
In /bme to fpiing from thee, who never touched 425 
TV excepted tree, nor with the fnake confpir'd. 
Nor finnM thy fm, yet from that fm derive 
Corruption to bring forth more violent deeds. 

His eyes he open'd, and beheld a field. 
Fart arable and tilth, whereon were fheaves 430 

New reaped, the other part fheep- walks and folds j 
I* th* midft an altar as the land-mark flood, 
RufUc, of grafTy ford ; thither anon 
A fweaty reaper from his tillage brought 
Firft fruits, the green ear, and the yellow fheaf, 435 
UncullM, as came to hand j a fhepherd next 
More meek came with the firfUings of his flock 
Choicefl and beft ; then facrificing, laid 
The inwards and their fat, with incenfe ffarow'd, 
On the cleft wood, and all due rites performed. 449 
His offering foon propitious fire from Heaven 
Confum^d with nimble glance, and grateful fleam ^ 

H % ^V'b 
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The other^s not, for his was not fmcere ; 
Whereat he inly rag^d, and as they talk'd. 
Smote him into the midriff with a ftone 44.5 

That beat out life ; he fell, and deadly pale 
Groan'd out his foul with gufhing blood effused. 
Much at that fight was Adam in his heart 
Difmay'd, and thus in hafle to th' Angel cry'd. 

O Teacher, fome great mifcbicf hath befalPn 450 
To that meek man, who well had facrificM j 
Is piety thus and pure devotion paid ? 

T' whom Michael thus, he alfo movM, rejjy'd. 
Thefe two are brethren, Adam, and to come 
Out of thy loins ; th* unjufl the jufl hath (lain, 455 
For envy that his brother's offering found 
From Heav'n acceptance 5 but the bloody feft 
Will be avcng'd, and th' other's faith approved 
Lofe no reward, though here thou fee him die. 
Rolling in dufl and gore. To which our fire. 4io 

Alas, both for the deed and for the caufe ! 
But have I now feen Death? Is this the way 
I mufl return to native dufl ? O fight 
Of terror, foul and ugly to behold. 
Horrid to think, how horrible to feel I 4(5 

To whom thus MichaeL Death thou hafl feen 
In his firft fhape on man j but many fhapes 
Of Death, and many are the ways that lead 
To his grim cave, all difmal 5 yet to fenfe 
More terrible at th' entrance than within^ 470 

Some, as thou faw*fl, by violent fboke fhall &^ 
By fire^ flood> famiB^ by intemp'irance more 

la 
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In meats and drinks, which on the earth ihall bring 

Difeafes dire^ of which a monftrous crew 

Before thee (hall appear; that thou mayft know 475 

What mifery th' inabftinence of Eve 

Shall bring on men. Immediately a place 

Before his eyes appear^, fad^ noifome, dark, 

A lazar-houfe it ieem*d, wherein were laid 

Numbers of all difeasM> all maladies 480 

Of ghaftly fpafm, or racking torture, qualms 

Of heart-fick agony, all feverous kinds, 

Convullions, epilepfies, fierce catarrhs, 

Inteftin ftone and ulcer, colic pangs, 

]>eiiioniac phrenzy, moaping melancholy, 485 

And moon-flruck madnefs, pining atrophy, 

Marafmus, and wide-wafting peftilence, 

Dropfies, and afthmas, and joint-racking i1ieums« 

Dire was the toffing, deep the groans ; Defpair 

Tended the fick bufieft from couch to couch; 490 

And over them ti'iumphant Death his dart 

Shook, but delayM to ftrike, though oft invoked 

With vows, as their chief good, and final hope. 

Sight fo deform what heart of rock could long 

Dry-ey'd behold ? Adam could not, but wept, 495 

Though not of woman born 5 compaffion quell'd 

His beft of man, and gave him up to tears 

A fpace, till firmer thoughts reftrain'd excefs j 

And fcarce recovering woixls his plaint renew'd, 

O miferable mankind, to what fall 500 

Degraded, to what wretched ftate referv'd ! 
Better end here unborn. Why is life giycn 

H3 'I^ 
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To be thus wreftcd from us ? ra^er why 
Obtruded on us thus ? who if we knew 
What we receive, would either not accept 
Life ofFerM, or foon beg to lay it down. 
Glad to be Co difmifs'd in peace. Can thus 
Th' image of God in man created once 
So goodly and ei-eft, though faulty fince, 
To fuch unfightly fufferings be debased 
Under inhuman pains ? Why fhouid not man, 
Retaining ftill divine fimilitude 
In part, from fuch deformities be free. 
And for his Maker's image fake exempt ? 

Their Maker's image, infwerM Michael, thei 
Forfook them, when themfelves they vilify'd 
To ferve ungovern'd appetite, and took 
His image whom they ferv'd, a brutifli vice, 
Indu6live mainly to the fm of Eve. 
Therefore fo abjeft is their punifhment. 
Disfiguring not God's likenefs, but their own. 
Or if his likenefs, by themfelves defac'd. 
While they pervert pui-e nature's healthful rules 
To loathfome ficknefs, worthily, fmce they 
God's image did not reverence in themfelves. 

I yield it juft, faid Adam, and fubmit. 
But is there yet no other way, befides 
Thefe painful paifages, how we may come 
To death, and mix with our connatural dull ? 

There is, faid Michael, if tliou well obferve 
The rule of not too much, by temp'rance taught, 
Jm what thou eat'ft and drmVft, fccking from the 
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Due nourishment, not gluttonous delighty 

Till many years over thy head retui*n : 

So may^ft thou live, till like ripe fruit thou drop 535 

Into thy mother''s lap, or be with eafe 

Gather'd, not harftily pluckM, for death mature : 

This is old age $ but then thou muft outlive 

Thy youth, thy ftrength, thy beauty, which will change 

To withei*'d, weak, and gray j thy fenfes then 540 

Obtufe, all tafte of plcafure muft forgo. 

To what thou haft j and for the air of youth, 

Hopeful and chearful, in thy blood will reign 

A melancholy damp of cold and dry 

To weigh thy fpirits down, and laft confume 545 

The balm of life. To whom our anceftor. 

Henceforth I fly not death, nor would prolong 
Life much, bent rather how I may be quit 
Faireft and eafieft of this cumbrous charge. 
Which I muft keep till my appointed day 550 

Of rendring up, and patiently attend 
My diflblution. Michael reply'd. 

Nor love thy life, nor hate 5 but what thou llv'ft 
Live well, how long or ihort permit to Heaven : 
And now prepare thee for another fight. 555 

He lookM, and faw a fpacious plain, whereon 
Were tents of various hue j by fome were herds 
Of cattel grazing ; others, whence the found 
Of inftruments that made melodious 6hime 
Was heard, of harp and organ i and who mov'd 560 
Their ftops and chords was feen j his volant touch 
Inttin^ through all proportions low and high 

H4 '^'^'^^ 
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Fled and purfuM tranfvcrfe the reTonant fugue. 

In other part ftood one who at the forge 

LabVingy two mafly clods of ir^on and bra(s 565 

Had melted, (whether found where cafual fire 

Had wafted woods on mountain or in vale, 

Down to the veins of earthy thence gliding hot 

To fomc cave"*8 mouth, or whether wafh'd by ftream 

From underground) the liquid ore he drainM 570 

Into fit molds prepar*d ; from which he formM 

Firft his own tools ; then, what might elfe be wrought 

Fufil or grav'n in metal. After thefe, 

But on the hither fide, a different fort 

From the high neighboring hills, which was their feat, 

Down to the plain defcended : by their g^ife 

Juft men they feem'd, and all their ftudy bent 

To woiihip God aright, and know his works 

Not hid, nor thofe things laft which might prefenrc 

Fueedom and peace to men : they on the plain 5 So 

Long had not walk*d, when from the tents behold 

A bevy of fair women, richly gay 

In gems and wanton drefs ; to th' harp they fung 

Soft amorous ditties, and in dance came on : 

The men, though grave, ey'd them, and let their eycf 

Hove without rein, till in the amorous net 

Faft caught, they lik'd, and each his liking chofe j 

And now of lo^ they treat, till th' evening ftar. 

Love's harbinger, appeared ; then all in heat 

They light the nuptial torch, and bid invoke 590 

Hymen, then firft to marriage rites invok'*d : 

Wfih feoA and mufic ail the UTit% reCound, 
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ii^^py interview and fair event 
re and youth not loft, fbngSy garlands, flowers^ 
harming fymphonies, attached the heart 595 
lam foon inclinM f admit delight, 
cnt of nature; which he thus exprefsM. 
jt opener of mine eyes, prime Angel hleft, 
better feems this viHon, and more hope 
iceful days por^nds, than thofe two paft ; 600 
were of hate and death, or pain much worfe, 
lature feems fulfiird in all her ends, 
whom thus Michael. Judge not what is beft 
afure, though to nature feeming meet, 
d, as thou art, to nobler end 605 

md pure, conformity divine, 
tents thou faw'ft fo pleafant, were the tents 
zkednefs, wherein fhall dwell his race 
(lew his brother ; ftudious they appear 
s that poiifh life, inventors rare, 61% 

idful of their Maker, though his Spirit 
It them, but they his gifts acknowledge none, 
ey a beauteous offspring fhall beget ; 
at fair female troop thou faw^ft, that feem*d 
Kideffes, fo blithe, fo fmooth, fogay, 615 

apty of all good wherein coniifts 
m^s domeftic honor and chief praife ^ 
inly and completed to the tafte 
Iful appetite, to fing, to dance, 
:fs, and troll the tongiie, and roll the eye. 610 
sfe that fober race of men, whofe lircg 
0U8 titled them the fons of God* 
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Shall yield up all their virtue, all their fame 
Ignobly, to the trains and to the fmiles 
Of thefe fair atheifts, and now fwim in joy. 
Erelong to fwim at large ; and laugh, for which 
The world erelong a world of tears muft weep. 

To whom thus Adam of ihort joy bereft. 
O pity^ and fhame, that they who to live well 
EnterM fo fair, (hould turn afide to tread 
Paths indire£k, or in the mid way faint \ 
But ftill I fee the tenor of Man's woe 
Holds on the fame, from Woman to begin. 

From Man's effeminate (lacknefs it begins, 
Said th' Angel, who (hould better hold his place 
By wifdom and fuperior gifts receiv'd. 
But now prepare thee for another fcene. 

He look'd, and faw wide territory fpread 
Before him, towns, and rural works between, 
Cities of men with lofty gates and towers, 
Concourfe in arms, fierce faces threatning war. 
Giants of mighty bone, and bold emprife ; 
Part wield their arms, part curb the foaming deed, 
Single or in array of battel rang'd 
Both horfe and foot, nor idly muft'ring flood } 
One way a band feleft from forage drives 
A herd of beeves, fair oxen and fair kine 
From a fat meadow ground $ or fleecy flock, 
Ewes and their bleating lambs over the plain. 
Their booty $ fcarce with life the (hepherds fly. 
But call in aid, which makes a bloody fray j 
With cruel torneament the fquadron^ join j 

W 
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B cattel paftur*d late, now fcatter'd lies 
carcaflfes and arms th' infangiiin'd field 
ed : OthcriB to a city ftrong 655 

ege, incampM 5 by battery, fcalc, and mine, 
iting ; others from the wall defend 
dart and javelin, ftones and fulphurous fire ; 
ch hand ilaaghter and gigantic deeds, 
er part the fcepterM heralds call 66« 

uncil in the city gates : anon 
headed nien and grave, with warriors mixM, 
ble, and harangues are heard, but foon 
bious oppoiition, till at laft 
ddle age one nfing, eminent 665 

e deport, fpake much of right and wrong, 
ftice, of religion, truth and peace, 
udgment from above : him old and young 
ied, and had feizM with violent hands, 
ot a cloud defcending fnatchM him thence 67^ 
1 amid the throng : fo violence 
;ded, and oppreflion, and fword-law 
igh all the plain, and refiige none was found, 
was all in tears, and to his g^iide 
iting tumM full fad ; O what are thefe, 675 
*8 minifters, not men, who thus deal death 
lanly to men, and multiply 
loufand fold the fin of him who flew 
other : for of whom fuch maflacre 
they but of their brethren, men of men ? 6t^ 
ho was that jufl man, whom had not Heaven 
:d> had in his righteoufnefs been loft? 

1% 
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To whom thus Michael. Thefe are the produft 
Of thofe ill-mated marriages thou faw*ftj 
Wlierc good with bad were matched, who of themfelvet 
Abhor to join j and by imprudence mixM, 
Produce prodigious births of body' or mind. 
Such were thefe giants, men of high renown ; 
For in thofe days might only fhall be' admir'd. 
And valor and heroic virtue call'd 5 690 

To overcome in battel, and fubdue 
Nations, and bring home fpoils with infinite 
Man-flaughter, fhall be held the highefl pitch 
Of human glory, and for glory done 
Of triumph, to be flil'd great conquerors, 695 

Patrons of mankind, Gods, and fons of Gods, 
Defboyers rightlier call'd and plagues of men. 
Thus fame fhall be achieved, renown on earth. 
And what mofl merits fame in filence hid. 
But he the fev'nth from thee, whom thou beheldft 700 
The only righteous in a world perverfe. 
And therefore hated, therefore fo befijt 
With foes for daring fmgle to be juft. 
And utter odious truth, that God would come 
To judge them with his Saints : him the mofl High 705 
Kapt in a balmy cloud with winged fleeds 
Did, as thou faw'fl, receive, to walk with God 
High in falvation and the dimes of blifs. 
Exempt from death ; to fliow thee what reward 
Awaits the good, the refl what punifhment; 7x0 

Which now dlre6^ diine eyes and fbon behold. 
He loolCd, and faw the face of dungs quite changM ; 
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Mrazen throat of war had ceased to roar; 
ow was tum'd to jollity and game, 
xury and riot, fcaft and dance, 715 

fing or proftituting, as befel, 
or adultery, where paffing fair 
*d them 5 thence from cups to civil broils* 
igth a reverend fire among them came, 
>f their doings great diilike declar'd 720 

jeftifyM againft their ways ; he oft 
ented their aflemblies,. wherefo met, 
iphs or feftivals, and to them preached 
rrfion and repentance, as to fouls 
fon under judgments imminent : 725 

11 in vain : which when he faw, he ceas*d 
nding, and removed his tents far off; 
from the mountain hewing timber tall, 
to build a veffel of huge bulk, 
irM by cubit, length, and breadth, and highth, 
*d round with pitch, and in the fide a door 
.v*d, and of provifions laid in large 
an and beafl : when lo a wonder flrange ! 
:ry beafl, and bird, and inCeSk fmall 
fev^ns, and pairs, and enterM in, as taught 735 
order : lafl the fire, and his three fons 
their four wives ; and God made faft the door. 
¥hile the fouth-wind rofe, and with black wingf 
hovering, all the clouds together drove 
under Heav*n j the hills to their fupply 740 
, and exhalation dufk and moifl, 
p amain j and now the thickenM iky 



ti« PARADISE LOST. BookXL 

Like a dark cieling ftoo4 ; down rufliM the rain 

Impetuous, and continued till the earth 

Mo more was feen; the floting veflel fwum 745 

Uplifted, and fecure with beaked prow 

Rode tilting o'er the waves ; all dwellings eUe 

Flood overwhelmed, and them with all their pomp 

Deep undc;r water roll'd j Tea covered Tea, 

Sea without ibore ; and in their palaces 759 

Where luxury late reign'd, fea-monfters whelpM 

And ftabled i of mankind, fo numerous late. 

All left, in one finall bottom fwum imbark*d. 

How didft thou giieve then, Adam, to behold 

The end of all thy offspring, end fo fad, 755 

Depopulation ! thee another flood. 

Of tears and forrow* a flood thee alfo drownM, 

And funk thoe as thy Tons ; till gently rear'd 

By th* Angel, on thy feet thou ftood'ft at lift. 

Though comfortlefs, as when a father mourns 76^ 

His children, all in view deftroyM at once ; 

And fcarce to th' Angel utter'dft thus thy plaint. 

O vifions ill forefeen ! better had I ^ 

Liv'd ignorant of future, fo had borne 
My part of evil only, each day's lot 765 

Enough to bear $ thofe now, that were difpens'd 
The burd'n of many ages, on me light 
At once, by my foreknowledge gaining birth 
Abortive, to torment me ere their being. 
With thought that they mufl be. Let no man Cetk 
)Ienceforth to be foretold what fliall be^l 
Him or his children $ evil he may be fure> 

Which 
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leithor his foreknowing can prevent, 

the future evil fhall no lefs 

heniion than in fubftance feel 775 

) to bear : but that care now is paft, 

not whom to warn : thofe few efcap*d 

ad angtuih will at laft confume 

ing that watry defert : I had hope 

iolence was ceasM, and war on earth, 7S0 

id have then gone well, peace would have crowned 

igth of happy days the race of man ; 

is far deceived ; for now I fee 

corrupt no lefs than war to wafte. 
nes it thus ? unfold, celeitial Guide, 7S5 

ether here the race of man will end. < 

10m thus Michael . Thofe whom laft thou (aw* A 
iph and luxurious wealth, are they 
n in a£ls of prowefs eminent 
jat ejcploits, but of true virtue void j 790 

ving fpilt much blood, and done much wafte, 
g nations, and achieved thereby 

the world, high titles, and rich prey, 
ange their courfe to pleafure, eafe, and flodi, 

and luft, till wantonnefs and pride 795- 

It of friendihip hoftile deeds in peace, 
tquer'd aifo, and inflavM by war, 
ith their freedom loft all virtue lofe 
ir of God, from whom their piety feignM 
) conteft of battel found no aid too 

invaders ; therefore cool'd in zeal 
forth Ihall prance how to live fecuit, 
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Worldly or diflblute, on what their lords 

Shall leave them to enjoy; for th* earth ihall bear 

More than enough, that temperance may be try'd s 

So all ihall turn degenerate, all depravM, 

Juftice and temp'rance, truth and faith forgot ; 

One man except, the only fon of light 

In a dark age, againft example good, 

Againft allurement, cuftom, and a world Sio 

Offended $ fearlefs of reproach and fcom. 

Or violence, he of their wicked ways 

Shall them admoniih, and before them fet 

The paths of righteoiiihers, how much more fafe. 

And full of peace, denouncing wrath to come $15 

On their impenitence ; and (hall return 

Of them derided, but of God obfcrv'd 

The one juft man alive ; by his command 

Shall build a wondrous ark, as thou beheldft. 

To fave himfelf and houfhold from amidft fto 

A world devote to univerfal wrack. 

No fooncr he with them of man and beaft 

Sele6l for life (hall in the ark be lodgM, 

And (helter'd round, but all the catara6ls 

Of Heav'n fet open on the earth (hall pour 115 

Rain day and night $ all fountains of the deep 

Broke up, (hall heave the ocean to ufurp 

Beyond all bounds, till inundation rife 

Above the higheft hills : then (hall this mount 

Of Paradife by might of waves be mov'd I30 

Out of his place, pu(hM by the homed flood. 

With all his verdHre fpoil*d, and trees adrift, 

DowB 
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Down the great river to the op'ning gulf, 

And there take root an iiand fait and bare. 

The haunt of feals, and ores, and fea-mews clang : 835 

To teach thee that God attributes to place 

No fan&ity, if none be thither brought 

By men who there frequent, or therein dwell. 

And now what further ihall enfue, behold. 

He lookM, and faw the ark hull on the flood, 840 
Which now abated ; for the clouds were fled, 
Driv'n by a keen north-wind, that blowing dry 
Wrinkled the face of deluge, as decayed j 
And the clear fun on his wide watry giafs 
GazM hot, and of the frefh wave largely drew, 845 
As after thirft, which made their flowing flirink 
From {landing lake to tripping ebb, that floie 
With foft foot tow^ards the deep, who now had ftopt 
His fluces, as the Heaven his windows fliut. 
Tlie ark no more now flotes, but feems on ground 
Faft on the top of fome high mountain flx'd. 
And now the tops of hills as rocks appeal* j 
With clamor thence the rapid cuiTents drive 
Tow^ards the reti-eating Tea their furious tide. 
Forthwith from out the ark a raven flies, S55 

And after him, the furer mefl'enger, 
A dove fent forth once and again to fpy 
Green tree or ground whereon his foot may light ^ 
The fecond time returning, in his bill 
An olive leaf he brings, pacific (ign : 869 

Anon di*y ground appears, and from his ark 
The ancient (ire defcends with all his tiain i 
Vol. IL I TVxRSL 
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Then with uplifted hands, and eyc« derotit. 

Grateful to Hcav'n, over his head beholds 

A dewy cloud, and in the cloud a bow S65 

Confpicuous with three lifted colors gfay. 

Betokening peace from God, and covenant new. 

Whereat the heart of Adam erft fo fad 

Greatly rejoicM, and thus his joy broke forth. 

O thou who future things canft reprefent 870 

As prefent, heav'nly Inftru6lor, T revive 
At this laft fight, aflur*d that man (hall live 
With all the creatures, and their feed preferve. 
Far lefs I now lament for one whole world 
Of wicked fons deftroy'd, than I rejoice S75 

Ft^r one man found fo perfeft and fo juft. 
That God vouchfafes to i*aife another world 
From him, and all his anger to forget. 
But fay, what mean thofe colorM ftreaks in Heaven 
Diftended as the brow of God appeased, 8ge 

Or ferve they as a flowVy verge to bind 
The fluid (kirts of that fame watry cloud. 
Left it again diffolve and fliow'r the earth ? 

To whom th* Arch- Angel. Dextroully thou aim^ft; 
So willingly doth God remit his ire, 885 

Though late repenting him of man depravM, 
GrievM at his heart, when looking down he faw 
The whole eaith fiird with violence, and all flefli 
Con*upting each their vay $ yet, thofe removM, 
Such grace fliall one juft man find in his fight^ 890 
That he relents, not to blot out mankind. 
And makes a covenant never to deftroy 

The 
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The earth again by flood, nor let the Tea 

Surpafs his bounds, nor rain to drown the world 

With man therein or beaft j but when he brings 895 

Over the earth a cloud, will therein fet 

His triple-color'd bow, whereon to look. 

And call to mind his covenant : day and night. 

Seed-time and harveft, heat and hoary froft 

Shall hold their courfe, till fire purge all things new. 

Both Heav'n and Earth wherein the juft (hall dwell. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The Angel Michael continues from the flood to relate 
what ftuU fucceed ; then, in the mention of Abra- 
ham, comes by degrees to explain who that Seed of 
the Woman (hall be, which was promifed Adam 
and Eve in the fall ; his incarnation, death, refur- 
re6lion, and afccnfton ; the date of the church till 
his fecond coming. A^^in greatly fatisfied and re- 
comforted by thefe relations and promifes defcends 
the hill with Michael; wakens Eve, who all this 
while had flept, but with gentle dreams composed 
to quvetnefs of mind and fubmiiTion. Michael ia 
either hand leads them oat of Paradife, the Btrf 
fword waving behind them, and the Cherubim taking 
their liations to guard the place. 
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AS one who in his journey bates at noon. 
Though bent on fpccd j fo here th' Arch- Angel 
pausM 
Betwixt the world deftroyM and world reftor'd, 
If Adam ought perhaps mi^ht interpofe ; 
Then with traniition fweet new fpeech refumes. 5 

Thus thou haft feen one world begin and end ; 
And man as from a fecond ftock proceed. 
Much thou haft yet to fee, but I perceive 
Thy mortal fight to fail j objects divine 
Muft needs impair and weary human fenfe t 10 

Henceforth what is to come I will relate, 
Th^tt therefore give due audience, and attend. 
This fecond fource of men, while yet but few, 
And while the dread of judgment paft remains 
Freih in their minds, fearing the Deity, 1 5 

With fome regard to what is juft and right 
Shall lead their lives, and multiply apace, 
Laboring the foil, and reaping plenteous crop. 
Corn, wine, and oil j and from the herd w flock. 
Oft facrificihg bullock, lamb, or kid, so 

Wit^Ou-ge wine-9ftenngs pour'd, and facredfeaft, 

I 4 ^Vai\ 
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Shall fpend their da^s in joy unblan)M, and dwell 
Long time in peace by families and tribes 
Under paternal rule : till one fhall rife 
Of proud ambitious heart, who not content %$ 

With fair equality, fraternal ftate. 
Will arrogate dominion unde(ervM 
Over his brethren, and quite difpofTefs 
Concord and law of nature from the earth. 
Hunting (and men not bcafts fhall be his game) 3^ 
With wai- and hoftilc fnare fuch as refufe 
Subjection to his empire tyrannous : 
A mighty hunter thence he fhall be flil'd 
Before the Lord, as in def^ite of Heaven, 
Or from Heav'n claming fccond fovranty j f 5 

And from rebellion fhall derive his name. 
Though of rebellion others he accnfe. ' 
He with a crew, whom like ambition joins 
With him or under him to tyrannize. 
Inarching from Eden tow^ards the wcfl, fhall find 40 
The plain, wherein a black bituminous gurge 
Boils out from under ground, the mouth of Hell j 
Of brick, and of that fhifF they caft to build 
A city* and towV, whofe top may reach to Heaven ; 
sAnd get themfelves a name, left far difpersM 45 

In foreign lands their memory be loft, 
Regardlefs whether good or evil fame* 
But God, who oft descends to vifit men 
Unfeen, and through their habitations walk» 
^o mark their doings, them beholding foon^ 50 

Comes down to fee their city, ere tbe tovrer 

QMroa 
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k Heav'n-tow'rs, and.in derifion fets 
leir tongues a various fpi'rit to rafe 
it their native language, and inftead 
a jangling noife of words unknown : 55 

[th a hideous gabble rifes loud 
the builders -, each to other calls 
lerftood, till hoarfe, and all in rage, 
kM they ftorm ; great laughter was in Heaven 
>king down, to fee the hubbub ftrange 60 

ar the din j thus was the building left 
3us, and the work Confufion nam'd. 
•etc thus Adam fatherly difpleas'd. 
able fon fo to afpire 
lis brethren, to himfelf affuming 
ty ufui-p'd, from God not given : 
: us only over bcaft, fifh, fowl, 
in. abfolute j that right we hold 
lonation ; but man over men 
e not lord ; fuch title to himfelf ^ 70 

ig, human left from human fi-ee. 
1 ufurper his encroachment proud 
)t on man ^ to God his towY intends 
id defiance: Wretched man ! what food 
convey up thither to fuftain 75 

and his rafh army, where thin air 
he clouds will pine his entrsuls gi'ofi, 
nifli him of breath, if not of bread ? 
horn thus Michael. Juftly thou abhorr'ft 
D, who on the quiet ftate of men Zo 

>uble brovghf^ affe^ing to fubdue 
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Rational liberty ; yet know withal. 
Since thy original lapfe, true liberty 
Is lofty which always with right reafon dwells 
TwinnM, and from her hath no dividual being i 
Reafon in man obfcurM^ or not obeyM, 
Immediately inordinate deilres 
And upftart pafllons catch the government 
Ffom reafon, and to fervitude reduce 
Man till then free. Therefore fince he pennitt 
Within himfelf unworthy pow'rs to reign 
Over free reafon, God in judgment juft 
Subjects him from without to violent lords j 
, Who oft as undefervedly inthrall 
His outward freedom : tyranny muft be. 
Though to the tyrant thereby no excufe. 
Yet fometimes nations will decline fo low 
From virtue, which is reafon, that no wrong. 
But juftice, and fome fatal curfe annexM, 
Peprives them of their outward liberty. 
Their inward loft ; Witnefs th' irrevei-ent fon 
Of him who built the ark, who for the fhame 
Done to his father, heard this heavy curfe. 
Servant offer'vanUy on his vicious race. 
Thus will this latter, as the former world. 
Still tend from bad to worfe, till God at laft 
Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw 
His prefence from among them, and avert 
His holy eyes ; refolving from thenceforth 
To leasre them to their own polluted ways \ 
And one peculiar nation to fele£l 
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From ali the reft, of whom to be invoked, 

A nation from one faithful ms^n tp fpring : 

Him on this fide Euphrates yet refidingy 

Bred up in idol- wdrihip ; O that men 1x5 

(Canft thou believe?) ihould be fo ftupid grown. 

While yet the patriarch liv'd, who fcapM the flood. 

As to forfake die living God, and fall 

To worship their own work in wood and ftonc 

For Gods ! yet him God the moft High Touchfafes lao 

To call by vifioU'from his father's houie. 

His kindred and falfe Gods, into a land 

Which he will (hew him, and from him will nufc 

A mighty nation, and upon him ihower 

His benediction fo, that in his feed X25 

All nations fii^l be bleft; he ftrait obeys, 

Not knowing to what land, yet firm believes s 

I fee him, but thou canft not, with what faith 

He leaves his Gods, his friends, and ns^tive Ibil 

Ur of Chaldaea, pafllng now the ford 1^9 

To Haran, after him a cumbrous train 

Of herds and flocks, and numerous fervitud? i 

^Ot wandVing poor, but trufting all his wealth 

^ith God, who calPd him, in a land unknown. 

Danaan he now attains; I fee his tents 135 

Pitched about Scchem, and the neighboring plain 

Of Moreh 5 there by promife he receives 

Sift to his progeny of all that land. 

From Hamath northward to the defert ibuth, 

(Things by their names I call, though yet unaam'd) 

From Hermqn eai^ to ;he gre,4t wf^r^ (4% i 
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Mount Hermon, yonder Tea, each place behold 
In prcfpe^ly-as I point them; on the (hore 
Mount Carmel; here the double-founted ftream 
Jcoidan, true limit eaftward $ but his fens 
Shall dwell to Senir, that long ridge of hills. 
This ponder, that all nations of the earth 
Shall in his feed be blcfs'd 5 by that feed 
Is meanrthy great deliverer, who (hall bniifc 
The Serpent's head ; whereof to thee anon 
Plainlier (hall be rcveaPd. This patriarch bleft. 
Whom faithful Abraham due time fhall call, 
A foti, and of his fon a grand-child leaves, 
Like him in faith, in wifdom, and renown ; 
The grand-child with twelve fons increased depa: 
From Canaan, to a land hereafter caird 
Egypt, divided by the river Nile ; 
See where it flows, dilgorging at fev'n mouths 
Into the iea : to fojourn in that land 
Htf comes invited by a younger fon 
In time of dearth, a fon whofe worthy deeds 
Raife him to be the fecond in that realm 
Of Pharaoh : there he dies, and leaves his race 
Growing into & nation, and now grown 
6l^pc6led to a fequent king, who feeks 
To ftep tbeir overgrowth, as inmate guefts 
Too numerous ; whence of guefts he makes them 
Inhofpitably% and kills theif infant males : 
Till by two brethren (thofe two brethren call 
MEoiet and Aaron) fent from' God to clame 
Jiis people Aem inthralmenti they return 
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kVith glory' and fpoil back to their piomisM land* 

Sut firft the lawlefs tjrrant, who denies 

To knew their God, or meflage to regard, 

^uft be compeird by figns and judgments dire; 175 

Fo blood unihed the rivers muft be tiuuM 9 

ii'rogs, lice, and flies, rauft all his palace £11 

IVith loathM intnifion, and £11 all the land; 

Blis cattel muft of rot and murren die $ 

Sotches and blains muft all his flefh imbofs, xSo 

Ajid all his people ; thunder mixM with hail, 

Hail rnixM with £re, muft rend th' Egyptian flcy, 

Ajid wheel on th^ earth, devouring where it rolls ; 

^hat it devours not, herb, or fruit, or grain, 

^ darkfome cloud of locufts fwarming down 185 

Muft eat, and on the ground leave nothing green | 

Darknels muft overfhadow all his bounds, 

?alpable darknefs, and blot out three days; 

Laft with one midnight ftroke all the £rft-born 

^f Egypt muft lie dead. Thus with ten woimds 190 

The river-dragon tam*d at length fubmits 

To let his fojourners depart, and oft 

lumbies his ftubbom heart, but ftill as ice 

vlore hardened after thaw, till in his rage 

^rfuing whom he late difmifsM, the fea 195 

Swallows him with his hoft, but them lets paTs 

\» on dry land between two cryftal walls, 

\w'd by the rod of Mofes fo to ftand 

Divided, till his refcu'd gain their ihore : 

Such wondrous pow'r God to his faint will lend> apo 

Though prefent in his Angel, who ihall go 
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Befort them in a cloud, tod piirar of fire. 
By day a cloud, by night a pill*ar of fire. 
To guide them in their journey, and remore 
Behind them, while th' obdurate king purfues : 
All night he will purfue, but his approach 
Darknefs defends between till morning watch j 
Then through* the fiery pillar and the cloud 
God looking fcnth will trouble all his hoft. 
And craze their chariot wheels : when by comma: 
Mofes once more his potent rod extends 
Over the Tea ; the fea his rod obeys $ 
On their imbattcrd ranks the waves return, 
And ovemdielm their war t the race ele^ 
Safe towards Canaan from the (hore advance 
Through the wild defert, not the readieft way. 
Left entring on the Canaanite alarm'd 
Wai- terrify them inexpeit, and fear 
Return them back to Egypt, choofmg rather 
Iiiglorious life with fcrvitudej for life 
To noble and ignoble is more fweet 
UntrainM in arms, where rafhnefs leads not on. 
This alfo fliall they gain by their delay 
In the wide wildernefs, there they fhall found 
' Their government, and their great fenate choofe 
Through the twelve tribes, to rule by lavTs orda 
God from the mount of Sinai, whofe gray top 
Shall tremble, he defcending, will himfelf 
In thunder, lightning, and loud trumpets founc 
Ordam them laws ; part fucb as appertain 
To civil juftice^'^part religious rites 
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ctf informing them, by types 
lows, of that deftin^d Seed to bniife 
i«nt, by what means he fhall achieve 
*s deliverance. But the voice of God 2)5 
il ear is dreadful ^ they befeech 
tfes might report to them his will, 
or ceafc $ he grants what they befought 
1 that to God is no accefs 
mediator, whofe high office now 14* 

figure bears, to introduce 
ter, of wl^fe day he (hall foretel, 
the prophets in their age the times 
Meffi^ah (hall (ing. Thus laws and rites 
'd, fuch delight hath God in men 245 

: to hiswill, that he vouchfafes 
:hem to fet up his tabernacle, 
' One with mortal men to dwell : 
refcript a fan6luary il fram'd 
, overlaid with gold, therein S5# 

and in the ark his teftimony, 
•rds of his covenant, over thefe 
-feat of gold between the wings 
)right Cherubim ; before him bum 
nps as in a zodiac reprefenting 155 

ir'nly fires } over the tent a cloud 
k by day, a fiery gleam by night, 
;n they journey, and at length they come, 
ed by his Angel to the land 
I to Abraham and his feed : the refl s6o 

Dg to tell^ how many battels fought. 
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How many kings deftroyM, and kingdoms won. 
Or how the fun (hall in mid Heaven fiand ftiU 
A day entire, and night's due courfe adjourn, 
Man's voice commanding. Sun in Gibeon ftand. 
And thou moon in the vale of Aialon, 
Till Ifrael overcome ; fo call the third 
From Abraham, fon of Ifaac, and from him 
His whole defcent, who thus ihall Canaan win. 
« . Here Adam interposed. O fent from Heaven, 
Inlightner of my darknefs, gracious things 
Thou haft reveal'd, thofe chiefly which concern 
Juft Abraham and his feed : now firft I find 
Mine eyes true opening, and my heart much eas'd 
Ei'ewhile perplexed with thoughts what would beo 
Of me and all mankind $ but now I fee 
His day, in whom all nations ihall be bleft. 
Favor unmerited by me, who fought . 
Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means. 
«Thi8 yet I apprehend not, why to thofe 
Among whom God will deign to dwell on earth 
So many and fo various laws are given i 
So many laws argue fo many fins 
Among them ; how can God with fuch refide ? 

To whom thus Michael. Doubt not but that fin 
Will reign among them, as of thee begot; 
And therefore was law giv'n them to evince 
Their natural pravity^ by ftirring up 
Sin againft law to fight i that when they fee 
. Law can difcover fin, but not remove, , 
Save by thofe fhadowy expiadons weak. 
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x>d of bulla and goats, they may conclude 
lood more precious muft be paid for man, 
' unjuft» that in f\icb righteoufiiers 
fU by faith imputed, they may find 195 

ition towards God, and peace 
Tcience, which the law by ceremonies 
s^peafe, nor man the moral part 
n, and not perfonning cannot lire, 
appears imperfeS:, and but given 300 

ui*pore to rt&ga them in full time 
I better corenant, difciplin'd * 
liadowy types to truth, from flefh to fptrit, 
Bspofition of ftri^b laws to free 
ance of large grace, from fervile fear J05 

il, works of law to works of faith, 
erefore, fhall not Mofes, though of God 
beloved, being but the minifter 
» kis people into Canaan lead -, 
hua whom the Gentiles Jefus call, 310 

ne and office bearing, who ftiall quell 
verfary Serpent, and bring back 
^h the world's wildernefs long wandeiM man 
eternal Paradiib of reft. 

vhile they in their earthly Canaan plac'd 315 
me fliall dwell and prosper, but when fins 
il interrupt their public peace, 
ing God to raife them enemies : 
rhom as oft he faves them penitent 
l^s firft, then under kings ; of whom 310 

:ond, both for piety renown'd 
.II. K KxA 
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And puiflant deeds, a promife 'ihall receive 
Irrevocable, that his regal throne 
For ever fliall indure ^ the like ihall fing 
All prophecy, that of the royal ftock 
Of^David (fo I name this king) fliall rife 
A Ton, the yeoman's feed to thee foretold, 
Foretold to Abi-ahain, as in whom ihall tnift 
All nations^ and to kings foKtold, of kings 
The lail, for of his reign ihall be no end. 
But firft a long fucceffion miift enfue, 
And his next f(ft, for wealth and wifdom famM, 
The clouded ark of God, till then in tents 
Wandering, ihall in a glorious temple* inihrine. 
Such follow him as ihall be regifter*d 
Part good, part bad, of bad the longer fcroll, 
Whofe foul idolatries, and other faults 
HeapM to the popular fura, will fo incenfe 
God, as to leave them, and expofe their land. 
Their city', his temple, and his holy ark 
With all his facred things, a fcorn and prey 
To that proud city, whofe high walls thou faw*il 
Left in confufion, Babylon thence calPd. 
There in captivity he lets them dwell 
The fpace of fev'nty years, then brings them bad 
Remembring mercy, and bis covenant fwom 
To David, Ibiblifli^d as the days of Heaven. 
Returned from Babylon by leave of kings 
Their lords, whom God diipos*d, the houfe of G 
They firfl i«-edify, and for a while 
In mcMB dbte live modera^e^ till grown 
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Itk and multitude, factious they grow ; 

ft among the priefts difTenflon fprings, 

^ho attend the altar, and (hould mod 

ror peace : their ftrife pollution brings 355 

he temple' itfelf : at laft they feife 

epter, and regard not David's fens, 

ofe it to a ftranger, that the true 

ed king Meiliah might be bom 

of his right 3 yet at his birth a ftar 360 

before in Heav'n .proclames hira come, 
lides the eaftem fages, who inquire 
ccy to offer incenfe, myiTh, and gold ; 
ce of birth a folemn Angel tells 
pie fhepherds, keeping watch by night $ 365 
;ladly thither hafte, and by a quire 
idron'd Angels hear his carol fung. 
in is his mother, but his fu-e 
w'r of the raoft High ; he Ihall afccnd 
rone hereditary, and bound his reign 370 

arth's wide bounds, his glory with the Heavens. 
iasM, difceming Adam with fuch joy 
•g'd, as had like grief been dewM in tears. 
It the vent of words, which thefe he breathM. 
>phet of glad tidings, Ifinifher 375 

oft hope ! now clear I underftand 
ft my fteddieft thoughts have fearchM in vain i 
IT great expectation ihould be calPd 
d of Woman : Virgin Mother, hail, 

the love of Heav'n, yet from my loins 380 
lalt proceed, and from thy womb lUt Son 

K 2 O'i 
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Of God moft High ; fo God with Man unites. - 
Needs mud the Serpent now his capital bniiie 
Expeft with mortal pain : fay where and when 
Their fight, what ftroke (hall bruife the vidlor^s heel* 

To whom thus Michael. Dream not of their fight. 
As of a duel, or the local wounds 
Of head or heel : not therefore joins the Son 
Manhood to God-head, with more ftrength to foil 
Thy enemy ^ nor fo is overcome 390 

Satan, whofe fall from Heaven, a deadlier bruife, 
Difabled not to give thee thy death's wound : 
Which he, who comes thy Saviour, fhall recuite. 
Not by deftroying Satan, but his works 
In thee and in thy feed : nor can this be, 3^5 

But by fulfilling that which thou didft want. 
Obedience to the law of God, imposed 
On penalty of death, and fuffering death. 
The penalty to thy tranfgrefTion due. 
And due to theirs which out of thine will grow : 4P0 
So only can high juftice reft appaid. 
The law of God exaft he fhall fulfil 
Both by obedience and by love, though love 
Alone fulfil the law ; thy punifhment 
He fhall indure by coming in. the flefh 4^5 

To a reproachful life and curfed death, 
Proclaming life to all who fhall believe 
In his redemption, and that his obedience 
Imputed becomes theirs by faith, his merits 
To fave them, not their own, though legal works. 
For this he fhall live hiitcd, be blafphem'd. 



XookXn. PARADISE LOST. 133 

SeisM on by force, judg'd, and to death condemnM 

A ihaineful and accursM, naiiM to the crofs 

By his own nation, (lain for bringing life j 

aBttt to the crofs he nails thy enemies, 415 

The law that is againft thee, and the fins 

Of all mankind, with him there crucify'd. 

Never to hurt them more who rightly truft 

In this his fatisfa&ion ; fo he dies, 

But foon revives ; death over him no power 420 

Shall long ufurp ; ere the third dawning light 

Retura, the ftars of morn (hall fee him rife 

Out of his grave, frefh as the dawning light. 

Thy ranfom [>aid, which man from death redeems. 

Hit death for man, as many as offered life 425 

Negledl not, and the benefit embrace 

By faith not void of works : this God-like a£b 

Aanuls thy doom, the death thou ihouldft have dy'd. 

In fin for ever loft from life y this a£): 

Shall bruife the head of Satan, cruih his ftrength, 430 

Defeating fm and death, his two main arms. 

And fix far deeper in his head their ftings 

Than temporal death fhall bruife the vi6lor*8 heel. 

Or theirs whom he redeems, a death like fleep, 

A gentle wafting to inunortal life. 435 

Nor after refurredlion fhall he fby 

Longer on earth than certain times to^ appear 

To his difciples, men who in his life 

Still followed him j to them fhall leave in charge 

To teach all nations what of him they learned 440 

And his falvatioo, them who fhall believ« 

K 3 '^v^'Cvtvwii, 
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Baptizing in the profluent ftream, the fign 

Of walhing them from guilt of fm to life 

Pure, and in mind preparM, if fo befall. 

For death, like that which the Redeemer dy'd, 445 

All nations they ihall teach j for from that day 

Not only to the fons of Abraham's loins 

Salvation (hall be preachM, but to the fons 

Of Abraham's faith wherever through the world $ 

So in his feed all nations ihall be bleft.. 450 

Then to the Heav'n of Heav'ns he (hall afcend 

With viftory, triumphing through the air 

Over his foes and thine 5 there (hall furprife 

The Serpent, prince of air, and drag in chains 

Through all his realm, and there confounded leave; 

Then enter into glory, and refume 

His feat at God's right hand, exalted high 

Above all names in Heav'n ; and thence (hall come^ 

"When this world's diflfolution (hall be ripe. 

With glory' and pow'r to judge both quick and dead, 

To judge th' unfaithful dead, but to reward 

His faithful, and receive them into blifs. 

Whether in Heav'n or Earth, for then the Earth 

Shall all be Paradife, far happier place 

Than this of Eden, and far happier days. 465 

So fpake th' Arch- Angel Michael, then pausM, 
As at the world's great period ; and our dre 
Replete with joy and wonder thus reply'd. 

O Goodnefs infinite, Goodnefs immenfe 1 
That all this good of evil ihall produce, 470 

Aod evil turn to good } more wonderful 

Than 
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Than that which by creation firft brought forth 

Light out of darknefs ! full of doubt I ftand^ 

Whether I fhould repent me now of fin 

By me done and occafionM, or rejoice 475 

Much more, that much more good thereof ftiall fpring. 

To God more glory, more good -will to men 

From God, and over wrath grace (hall abound. 

But fay, if our Deliverer up to Heaven 

Muft reafcend, what will betide the few 480 

His faithful, left among th"* unfaithful herd. 

The enemies of truth ? who then (hall guide 

His people, who defend ? will they not deal 

Worfe with his followers than With him they dealt > 

Be fure they will, faid th' Angel j but from Heaven 
He to his own a Comforter will fend. 
The promife of the Father, who (hall dwell 
His Spirit within them, and the law of faith 
Working through love, upon their heaits (hail write. 
To guide them in all truth, and alfo arm 490 

With fpiritual armour, able to rcfift 
Satan^s afTaults, and quench his 'fiery darts. 
What man can do againft them, not afraid. 
Though to the death, againd fuch cruelties 
With inward €on(blations recompens'd, 495 

And oft fupported fo as (hall amaze 
Their proudeft perfecutors : for the Spirit 
Pour'd firfl on his Apoftles, whom he fends 
To evangelize the nations, then on all 
Baptized, (hall them with wondrous gifts indue 500 
To fpeak all tongues, and do all miracles, 
K + 
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As did their Lord before them. Thus they win 

Great numbers of each nation to receive 

With joy the tidings brought fnmi Heaven : at length 

Their miniftry jierfomaM, and race well run, 505 

Their do6(rin and their ftory written left. 

They die j but in their room, as they forewarn^ 

Wolves ihall fucceed for teachers, grievous wolves^ 

Who all the facred myfteries of Heaven 

To their own vile advantages (hall turn 5rt 

Of lucre and ambition, and the truth 

With fuperftitions and traditions taint, 

Left only in thofe written records pure. 

Though not but by the Spirit underftood. 

Then (hall they feek to' avail themfelves of names, 515 

Places, and titles^ and with thefe to join 

Secular pow^rj though feigning ftill to aft 

By fpiritual, to themfelves appropriating 

The Spi'rit of God, promised alike and given 

To all believers ; and from that pretence, fit 

Spiritual laws by carnal powY (hall force 

On every confciences laws which none (hall find 

Left them inroird, or what the SpiVit within 

Shall on the heart ingrave. What will tjiey then • 

But force the Spi*rit of grace itfelf, and bind $%$ 

His confort liberty ? what, but unbuild 

His living temples, built by faith to (land» 

Their own faidi, not another's i foijon eartk 

Who againft faitji and confcience can be heard 

Infallible-? yet many will preftinies 5)d 

Whence heavy perftcution fliaU arift 
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1 who m the woribip perfevere 

i*rit and truth i the rtSL, far greater part, 

deem in outward rites and ^ecioTis forms 

ion fatisfiod j truth ^hall retire 53^ 

Jc with fland'rous darts^ and wodcs of faitk 

Y be fiMmd : fo ^ali the world go on, 

>od maUgnaBt, to bad oen benign, 

: her^wn weight gix>aning, till 1^ day 

ar of refpiration to the juft, 540 

vengeance to the wicked, at return 

m fo lately promised to thy aid 

/i^oman's Seed, obfcurely then foretold, 

amplier known thy Saviour and thy Lord, 

n flic rlouds from Hcav"^ to be rcveal'd 545 

>ry xyf tbe Father, to difiblve 

with his perverted world, then raife 

the conflagrant mafs, purg'd and refin*d^ 

Hcav'ns, new Earth, ages of cndlefs date 

led- in righteoufnefs and peace and lov6, 55^ 

ing forth fruits, joy and eternal blifs. 

ended ; and thus Adam laft replyM. 

foon hath thy prediflion. Seer bleft, 

irM this tranficnt world, the race of time, 

ime ftand fixM ? beyond is all abyfs, 555: 

ity, whofe end no eye can reach. 

[y inftru^led I ihall hence depart, 

ly in peace of thought, and have my fill 

lowledge, what this veiTel can contain i 

id which was my folly to afpire. 560 

forth I learn, that to obey ie beft| 
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And lore with fear the only God, to walk 

As in his prefence, ever to obfenre 

His providence, and on him fole depend. 

Merciful over all his works, with good 565 

Still overcoming evil, and by (inall 

Accomplidiing great things, by things deemed weak 

Subverting worldly ftrong, and worldly wile 

By fimply meek $ that fuffering for truth^s (ake 

Is fortitude to highcft vi£kory, 570 

And to the faithful death the gate of life; 

Taught this by his example whom I now 

Acknowledge my Redeemer ever bleft. 

To whom thus alfo th* Angel laft i^ply'd. 
This having leam'd, thou haft attained the fum 575 
Of wifdom ; hope no high^er, though all the ftars 
Thou knew*ft by name, and all th* ethereal powers, 
All fecrets of the deep, all Nature^s works. 
Or works of God in Heav*n, air, earth, or ta. 
And all the riches of this world enjoy'dft, $t9 

And all the rule, one empire ; only add 
Deeds to thy knowledge anfwerable, add faith. 
Add virtue, patience, temperance, add love. 
By name to come call'd charity, the foul 
Of all the reft : then wilt thou not be loath 5S5 

To leave this Paradife, but (halt poftefs 
A Paradife within thee, happier far. 
Let us defcend now therefore from this top 
Of fpeculation ; for the hour precife 
£xa£ls our parting hence } and fee the guards^ 590 
JB/ me incamp^d on yonder hill, expe^ 

Thar 
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Their motion, at whofe front a flaming fword^ 

In (ignal of remove, waves fiercely round $. 

We may no longer ftay ; go, waken Eve j 

Her alfo I with gentle dreams have calmed 595 

Portending good, and all her fpi'rits composM 

To meek fubmiilion : thou at feafon fit 

Let her with thee partake what thou haft heard. 

Chiefly what may concern her faith to know. 

The great deliverance by her feed to come 600 

(For by the Woman^s feed) on all mankind : 

That ye may live, which vrill be many days. 

Both in one faith unanimous, though fad 

With caufe for evils paft, yet much more chear'd 

With meditation on the happy end. 605 

He ended, and they both defcend the hill ; 
Defcended, Adam to the bow'r where Eve 
Lay fleeping ran before, but found her wakM ; 
And thus with words not fad ihe him received. 

Whence thou retum'ft, and whither went'ft, I know ; 
For God is alfo' in ileep, and dreams advife. 
Which he hath fent propitious, fome great good 
Prefaging, fmce with forrow' and heart's diftrefs 
Wearied I fell afleep : but now lead on. 
In me is no delays with thee to go, 615 

Is to ftay here ; without thee here to ftay. 
Is to go hence unwilling ; thou to me 
Art all things under Heav'n, all places thou. 
Who for my wilful crime art baniftiM hence. 
This further confolation yet fecure 620 

I carry hence i though all by me is loft, . 
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Such favor I tmworthy am vouchfaf d. 
By. me the promisM Seed ihall all reftore. 

So fpake •or mother Et^» and Adam heard 
*Well pleatMy Init anfwer^d not j for now too ni] 
Th* Arch-Angel ftood, and from the other hill 
To their fixM ftation, all in hright array 
The Cfaenxbim defcended ; on the ground 
Gliding meteorous, as evening mift 
His'n from a river o'er the marifli glides. 
And gathers ground faft at the laborer's heel 
Homeward returning. High in front advanc'd 
The brandiih'd fword of God before them blaz' 
Fierce as a comet j ^ich with torrid heat, 
And vapor as the Libyan air aduft, 
Began to parch that temp*rate clime ; whereat 
In either hand the haft'ning Angel caught 
Our lingering parents, and to the eaftem gate 
Led them direft, and down the cliff 98 ^ft 
To ^e rub)e6led plain $ then difappearM. 
They looking back, all th* eaftem fide beheld 
Of Paradife, fo late their happy feat, 
Wav'd over by that flaming brand, the gate 
With dreadful faces thronged and fiery arms : 
Some natural tears they dropt, but wipM them f 
The world was all before them, where to chooic 
Their place of reft, and Providence their guide : 
They hand in -hand, with wandering ftepft and fl 
Through Eden took their folitary way. 

TH£ END OP PARADISE LOST. 



THE 



FIRST BOOK 



O F 



>ARADISE REGAIN'D. 



[ »43 ] 

PARADISE REGAIN'0. 
BOOK I. 



I Who ere while the happy garden furig. 
By one man's difobedience loft^ now iing 
Recovered Paradifc to all mankind^ 
By one man's firm obedience fully try'd 
Through all temptation^ and the tempter foil'd 5 

In all his wiles, defeated and repuls'd^ 
And Eden rais'd in the wafte wildemefs. 

Thou Spi'rit who ledfl this glorious ei^emite 
Into the defert, his victorious field, 
Againft the fpiritual foe, and brought ft him thence 10 
By proof th' undoubted Son of God, infpire. 
As thou art wont, my prompted fong elfe mute. 
And bear through highth or depth of nature's bounds 
With profp'rous wing full fumm'd, to tell of deeds 
Above heroic, though in fecret done, 15 

And unrecorded left through many an age. 
Worthy t' have not remained fo long unfung. 

Now had the great Proclamer, with a voice 
More awful than the found of trumpet, cry'd 
Repentance, and Heav'n's kingdom nigh at hand 10 
To all baptis'd : to his great baptifin flock'd 
With awe the regions round, and with theia qveas. 
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From Nazareth the Ton of Jofeph deemed 

To the flood Jordan, came as then obfcure, 

UnmarkM, unknevn i but him the Baptift fooa ^5 

Defcry'd, iivinely wamM, and witnefs bore 

As to his worthier, and would have reHgn^d 

To him his heav'nly office, nor was long 

His witnefs unconfirmM : on him baptised 

Heaven openM, and in likenefs of a dove 30 

The Spi'rit defcended, while the Father's Toice 

From Heay'n pronouncM him his beloved Son. 

That heard the Adverfary, who, roving ftill 

About the world, at that aflembly famM 

Would not be laft, and with the voice divine 35 

Nigh thunder- ftruck, th* exahed man, to ^hom 

Such high atteft was giv'n, a whife furveyM 

With wonder, then with envy fraught and rage 

Flies to his place, nor refts, but in mid ait 

To council fummons all his mighty peers, 49 

Within thick clouds and dark ten-fold involvM, 

A gloomy confiftory; and them amidft 

With looks aghaft and fad he thus befpake. 

O ancient Pow'rs of air and this wide world. 
For much more willingly I mention air, 45 

This our old conqucft, than remember Hell, 
Our hated habitation ; well ye know 
How many ages, as the years of men. 
This univerfe we have poflefsM, and ruVd 
In manner at our will th* affairs of earth, 5* 

Since Adam and his facil cenfort Eve 
Zo/i Pstradift deceived by m«, thou^ fince 
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With dread attending when that fatal wound 
Shall be infliaed by the feed of Eve 
Upon my head : long the decrees of Heav'n 5 5 

l)elay, for longeft time to him is (hort ; 
And now too foon for us the circling hours 
This dreaded time have compafs'd, wherein we 
Muft bide the ftroke of that long threatened wound, 
^t leaft if fo.we can, and by the head 60 

Broken be not intended all our power 
To be infringed, our freedom and our being, 
In this fair empire won of earth and air j 
For this ill news I bring, the woman's feed 
DeftinM to this, is late of woman born : 65 

His birth to our juft fear gave no fmall caufe. 
But his growth now to youth's full flow'r, difplaying 
All virtue, grace, and wifdom to atchieve 
Things higheft, greateft, multiplies my fear. 
Before him a great prophet, to proclame 70 

His coming, is fent harbinger, who all 
Invites, and in the confecrated ftream 
Pretends to wafh off fm, and fit them fo 
Purified to receive him pure, or rather 
To do him honor as their king} all come, 75 

And he himfclf among them was baptiz'd. 
Not thence to be more pyre, but to receive 
The teftimony' of Heav'n, that who he is 
Thenceforth the nations may not doubt ; I faw 
The prophet do him reverence, on him rifing So 

Out of the water, Heav'n above the clouds 
Unfold her cry Hal doors, thence on his head 
Vol. II, L K^^i^^^ 
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A perfeft dove defcend, whatever it meanty 

And out of Heav'n the fov'ran voice I heard, 

'this is my Son belovM, in him am pleased. 

His mother then is mortal, but his {trt 

He who obtains the monarchy of Heaven, 

And what will he not do to' advance his Son ? 

His firftibegot we know, and fore have felt. 

When his fierce thunder drove us to the i^eep j 

Who this is we muft learn, for man he feems 

In all his lineaments, though in his face 

The glimpfcs of his father's glory (hine. 

Ye fee our danger on the utmoft edge 

Of hazard, which admits no long debate. 

But muft with fomething fudden be oppos'd. 

Not force, but well-couchM fraud, well-woven fn 

Ere in the head of nations he appear 

Their king, their leader, and fupreme on earth. 

I, when no other durft, fole undertook 

The difmal expedition to find out 

And ruin Adam, and th' exploit performed 

Succefsfully ; a calmer voyage now 

Will waft me ; and the way found profp'rous one 

Ihduces beft to hope of like fuccefs. 

He ended, and his words impreflion left 
Of much amazement to th' infernal crew, 
Diftra£lcd and furpritTd with deep difmay 
At thefe fad tidings ; but no time was then 
F6r long indul^nce to their fears or grief; 
Unanimous they dl commit the care 
And msmsigcmttstvf this xnaift enterpri)(t 
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To him their great dif^ator, whofe attempt 

At firft againft mankind fo well had thriy'd 

In Adam's overthrow, and led theii- march X15 

Fi-om Helps deep vaulted den to dwell in lights 

Regents and potentates, and kings, yea Gods 

Of many a pleafant realm and province wide. 

So to the coaft of Jordan he direfis 

His eafy fteps, girded with fnaky wiles, xzb 

Where he might likelieft find this new-declarM, 

This man of men, attefted Son of God, 

Temptation and all guile on him to try ; 

So to fubvert whom he fufpefled raisM 

To end his reign on earth fo long enjoy'd : 125 

But contrai-y unweeting he fulfillM 

The purposM counfel pre-ordain'd and fix'd 

Of the moft High, who in full frequence bright 

Of Angels, thus to Gabriel fmiling fpake. 

Gabriel, this day by proof thou (halt behold, 130 
Thou and all Angels converfant on earth 
With man or mens affairs, how^ begin 
To verify that foleran meflage late. 
On which I fent thee to the Virgin pure 
in Galilee, that ihe ihouid beai- a fon 135 

Great in renown, and callM the Son of God ; 
Then toldft her doubting how thefe things could be 
To her a virgin, that on her fhould come 
The Holy Ghoft, and the pow'r of the Higheft 
O*er-(hadow her : this man bom and now up-grown. 
To (how him worthy of his birth divine 
Aad high f»redi^Uoii> henceforth I ex^(b 
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To Satan ; let him tempt and now aflay 

His utmoft fubtlety, becaufe he boafts 

And vaunts of his great cunning to the throng 145 

Of his apoftafy j he might have learnt 

Lefs overweening, fmce he fail'd in Job, 

Whofe conftant perfeverance overcame 

Whatever his cruel malice could invent. 

He now fhall know I can produce a man 150 

Of female feed, far abler to refift 

All his folicitations, and at length 

All his vaft force, and drive him back to Hell, 

Winning by conqueft what the firft man loft 

By fallacy furpris'd. But firft I mean 155 

To excrcife him in the wildcrnefs, 

There he fliall firft lay down the rudiments 

Of hisi great warfare, ere I fend him forth 

To conquer Sin and Death, the two grand foes, 

By humiliation and ftrong fufferance : 1 Jo 

His weaknefs fhall overcome Satanic ftreng^. 

And all the world, and mafs of finful flefh ; 

That all the Angels and ethereal Powers, 

They now, and men hereafter may difcerii. 

From what confummate virtue I have chofe 1J5 

This perfe^ man, by merit callM my Son, 

To earn falvation for the fons of men. 

So fpake th' eternal Father; and all. Heaven 
Admiring ftbod a fpace, then into hymns 
Burft forth, and in celeftial meafureS:movM, 179 

Circling the throne and fmging, while the hand 
Sun^ with the voicei and this the argument. 
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Vi6lory and triumph to the Son of God 
Now entring his great duel, not of arrag. 
But to vanquifli by wifdom hellifh wiles. 175 

The Father knows the Son j therefore fecure 
Ventures his filial virtue, though untry'd, 
Againft whatever may tempt, whatever fedupe. 
Allure, or terrify, or undermine. 
Be fruftrate all ye ftratagems of Hell, i8« 

And devilifh machinations come to nought. 

So they in Heav'n their odes and vigils tun'd : 
Mean while the Son of God, who yet fome days 
LodgM in Bethabara where John baptized, 
Mufing and much revolving in his breaft, 185 

How beft the mighty work he might begin 
Of Saviour to mankind, and which way firft 
Publifh his God-like office now mature. 
One day forth walk'd alone, the Spirit leading. 
And his deep thoughts, the better to converfe 190 
With folitude, till far from track of men. 
Thought following thought, and ftep by ftep led on. 
He entered now the bordering defert wild, 
And with dark (hades and rocks environed round, 
His holy meditations thus purfu'd. 195 

O what a multitude of thoughts at once 
Awakened in me fwarm, while I confider 
What from within I feel myfelf, and hear 
What from without comes often to my ears, 
111 forting with my prefent ftate compared ! 200* 

When I was yet a child, no childifh play 
To mc was pleafingj all my mind was fet 
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Serious to learn and know, and thence to do 
"What might be public good j myfclf I thought 
Born to that end, bora to promote all truth, 105 

All righteous things : therefore above my years> 
The law of God I read, and found it fweet. 
Made it my whole delight, and in it grew 
To fuch perfeftion, that ere yet my age 
Had meafurM twice fix years, at our great feaft 210 
I went into the temple, there to hear 
The teachers of our law, and to propo(e 
What might improve my knowledge or their own; 
And was admir'd by all : yet this not all 
To which my fpi'rit afpir'd 5 vi£lorious deeds 115 
Flamed in my heai't, heroic afls, one while 
To refcuc Ifrael from the Roman yoke. 
Then to fubdue and quell o'er all the earth 
Brute violence and proud tyrannic power. 
Till truth were freed, and equity reftor'd : as9 

Yet held it more humane, more heav'nly firft 
By winning words to conquer willing hearts. 
And make perfuafion do the work of fear^ 
At leaft to try, and teach the erring foul 
Not wilfully mif-doing, but unware 115 

Mifled ; the ftubborn only to fubdue. 
Thefe growing thoughts my mother foon perceiving 
By words at times caft forth inly rejoicM, 
And faid to me apart. High are thy thoughts 
O Son, but nouriih them and let them foar tjo 

To what highth facred virtue and true worth 
(Qan raife them, tbougli iibov^ example high) 
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By matchlefs 4eeds exprefs thy matchlefs Sire* 

For kno>Y» thou art no fon of mortal man j 

Though men efteem thee low of parentage, 235 

Thy father is th' eternal King who rules 

All Heaven and Earth, Angels and Sons of men ; 

A mcflenger from God foretold thy birth 

Conceiv'd in me a virgin, he foretold 

Thou ihouldft be great, and fit on David's throne, 340 

And of tliy kingdom there fhould be no end. 

At thy nativity a glorious quire 

Of Angels in the fields of Bethlehem fung 

To fhepherds watching at their folds by night, 

And told them the Melliah now was born 245 

Where they might fee him, and to thee they came, 

Dire£led to the manger where thou lay'fl. 

For in the inn was left no better room : 

A flar, not feen before, in Heav'n appearing 

Guided the wife men thither from the eafl, 2 50 

To honor thee with incenfe, myrrh, and gold. 

By whofe bright courfe l^d on they found the place. 

Affirming it thy flar new gi*av*n in Heaven, 

By which they knew the king of Ifrael born. 

Jjaft Simeon and prophetic Anna, wai-n'd 255 

By vifion, found thee in the temple', and fpake 

Before the altar and the vefled priefl. 

Like things of thee to all that prefent flood. 

This having heard, flrait I again revolv'd 

The law and prophets, fearching what was writ 260 

Concerning the Mefliah, to our fcribes 

Known partly, and foon found of whom they fpake 

L 4 V-iCKV^ 
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I am ; this chiefly, that my way muft lie 

Through many a hard aflay ev'n to the deaths 

Ere I the promised kingdom can attain, 265 

Or work redemption for mankind, whofe fins 

full weight muft be transferred upon my head. 

Yet neither thus difheartenM or difmay'd. 

The time f)refixM I waited, when behold 

The Baptift (of whofe birth I oft had heard, 170 

Not knew by fight) now come, who was to come 

Before McflTiah and his way prepare. 

I as all others to his baptifm came. 

Which I believ'd was from above ; but he 

Strait knew me, and with loudeft voice proclamM 275 

Me him (for it was fhown him fo from Heaven) 

Me him whofe harbinger he was j and firft 

RefusM on me his baptifm to confer. 

As much his greater, and was hardly won : 

3ut as I rofe out of the laving ftream, i$o 

Heav'n open'd her eternal doors, from whence 

The Spi'rit defcended on me like a dove. 

And laft, the fum of all, my Father's voice. 

Audibly heard from Heav'n, pronouncM me his. 

Me his beloved Son, in whom alone 285 

He was well pleas'd j by which I knew the time 

Now full, that I no more fhould live obfcure. 

But openly begin, as beft becomes 

Th' authority which I derivM from Heaven. 

And now by fome ftrong motion I am led 290 

Into this wildernefs, to what intent 

I learn not yet, perhaps I need not know j 

For 
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For what concerns my knowledge God reveals. 

So fpake our Morning ftar then in his rifcj 
And looking round on every fide beheld 295 

A pathlefs defert, duflc with homd (hades ; 
The way he came not having mark'd, return 
Was difficult, by human fteps untrod ; 
And he ftill on was led, but with fuch thoughts 
Accompanied of things paft and to come 300 

LodgM in his breaft, as well might recommend 
Such folitude before choiceft fociety. 
Full forty days he pafs'd, whether on hill 
Sometimes, anon in fhady vale, each night 
Under the covert of fome ancient oak, 30^ 

Or cedar, to defend him from the dew. 
Or harbourM in lone cave, is not reveal'd j 
Nor tafted human food, nor hunger felt 
Till thofe days ended, hungered then at laft 
Among wild beafts : they at his fight grew mild, 310 
Nor fleeping him nor waking harm'd, his walk 
The fiery ferpent fled, and noxious worm. 
The lion and fierce tiger glar'd aloof. 
But now an aged man in rural weeds, 
Following, as feem'd, the queft of fome ftray ewe, 315 
Or withered fticks to gather, which might feiTC 
Againft a winter's day when winds blow keen. 
To warm him wet returned from field at eve. 
He faw approach, who firft with curious eye 
PerusM him, then with words thus utter'd fpake. 320 

Sir, what ill chance hath brought thee to this place 
So far from path or road of men, who ^^(% 

\T1 
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In troop or caravan ? for fingle none 

Durft ever, who retumM, and dropt not here 

HU carcafs, pin'd with hunger and with drouth. 325 

I aik the rather, and the more admire. 

For that to n:ie thou feem^ft the man, whom late 

Our new baptizing Prophet at the ford 

Of Jordan honored fo, and call'd thee Son 

pf God ; I faw and heard, for we fometimes 330 

Who dwell this wild, conftrain'd by want, come forth 

To town or village nigh (nigheft is far) 

Where ought we hear, and curious are to hear. 

What happens new ; fame alfo finds us out* 

To whom the Son of God. Who brought me hither, 
Will bring me hence ; no other guide I feek. 

By miracle he may, reply'd the fwain. 
What other way I fee not, for we here 
Live on tough roots and (hibs, to thirft inured 
More than the camel, and to drink go far, 340 

Men to much mifery and hardship bom 5 
But if thou be the Son of God, command 
That out of thefe hard ftones be made thee bread, 
So (halt thou fave thyfelf and us relieve 
Vith food, whereof we wretched feldom tafte. 345 

He ended, and the Son of God reply'd. 
Think'ft thou fuch force in bread ? is it not written 
(For I difcern thee other than thou feem'ft) 
Man lives not by bread only, but each word 
Pi'oceeding from the mouth of God, who fed 350 
0\ir fathers here with Manna ? in the n^ovynt 
Mofcs was forty days, nor eat nor dra^k j 

And 
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And forty days Elijah without food 
Wander'd this barren wafte ; the fame I now : 
Why doft thou then fuggeft to me diftruft> 355 

Knowing who I am, as I know who thou art ? 

Whom thus anfwer'd th' Arcb-Fi6nd now undif- 
'Tis true, I am that Spirit unfortunate, [guis'd. 

Who leaguM with millions more in raih revolt 
Kept not my happy ftation, but was driven 360 

With them from blifs to the bottomlefs deep. 
Yet to that hideous place not fo confined 
By rigor unconniving, but that oft 
Leaving my dolorous prifon I enjoy 
Ltrge liberty to round this globe of earth, 365 

Or range in th* air, nor from the Heav'n of Heavens 
Hath he excluded my refoit fometimes. 
I came among the fons of God, when he 
Gave up into my hands Uzzean Job 
To prove him, and illuftrate his high worth; 370 

And when to all his Angels he proposM 
To draw the proud king Ahab into fraud 
That he might fall in Ramoth, they demurring, 
I uiideFtook that office, and the tongues 
Of all his flattering prpphets glibb*d with lief 375 
To his deftru^tion, as I had in charge. 
For what he bids I do : though I have loft 
Much luftre of ny native bnghtnefs, loft 
To be belovM of God, I have not loft 
To love, at leaft contemplate and admire 3 So 

What I fee excellent in good, or fair. 
Or virtuous, I Qkouid £9 have loft all feafe. 
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What can be then lefs in me than deHre 

To fee thee and approach thee, whom I know 

Declared the Son of God, to hear attent 3X5 

Thy wifdom, and behold thy Godlike deeds ? 

Men generally think me much a foe 

To all mankind i why fhould I ? they to me 

Never did wrong or violence ; by them 

I loft not what I loft, rather by them 390 

I gain'd what I have gain'd, and with them dwell 

Copartner in thefe regions of the world. 

If not difpofer ; lend them oft my aid. 

Oft my advice by prefages and figns. 

And anfwers, oi*acles, portents, and dreams^ 395 

Whereby they may direft their future life. 

Envy they fay excites me, thus to gain 

Companions of my mifcry and woe. 

At firft it may be ; but long fmce with woe 

Nearer acquainted, now I feel by proof, 409 

That fellowfhip in pain divides not fmart. 

Nor lightens ought each man^s peculiar load. 

Small confolation then, were man adjoin'd : 

This wounds me moft (what can it lefs ?) that man, 

Man fall'n (hall be reftor'd, I never more. 405 

To whom our Saviour fternly thus reply'd. 
Dcfci-vedly thou griev'ft, composed of lies 
From the beginning, and in lies wilt end 5 
Who boaft'ft releafe from Hell, and leave to come 
Intd the Heaven of Heavens : thou com^ft indeed, 410 
As a poor miferable captive thrall 
Comes to the place where he before had fat 

Among 
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he prime in fplendor, now deposed, 

emptied, gazM, unpitied, ihunnM, 

:le of ruin or of fcom 41 5 

e hoft of Heav'n : the happy place 

:o thee no happinefs, no joy, 

flames thy torment, reprefenting 

, to thee no more communicable^ 

more in Hell than when in Heaven. 420 

art ferviceable to Heav'n*s King. 

1 impute to' obedience what thy fear 

or pleafure to do ill excites,? 

t thy malice movM thee to mifdeem 

ous Job, then cruelly to' afflift him 425 

inflictions ? but his patience won, 

r fcrvice was thy chofen taflc, 

iar in four hundred mouths 5 

• is thy fuftenance, thy food. 

pretend'ft to truth ; all oracles 430 

re giv'n, and what confefs'd more true 
he nations ? that hath been thy craft, 
g fomewhat true to vent more lies, 
have been thy anfwers, what but dark, 
us, and with double fenfe deluding, 435 

ley who aflc'd have feldom underftood, 
well underftood as good not known ? 

• by confulting at thy (hrine . 
the wifer, or the more inftruft 

follow what concerned him moft, 440 

not fooner to his fatal fnare ? 
bitk juftly giv'n the nations u^ 
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To thy delufions ; juftly fince they fiell 

Idolatrous : but when his purpofe is 

Among them to declare his providence 445 

To thee not known^ whence haft thou then thy tnithi 

But from him or his Angels prcfident 

In every province ? who thcmfelves difdaining 

T* approach thy temples, give thee in command 

What to the fmalleft tittle thou ihalt fay 450 

To thy adorers ; thou with trembling fear. 

Or like a fawning parafite, obey^ft ; 

Then to thyfelf afcrib'ft the truth foretold. 

But this thy glory ihall be foon retrench^ | 

No more (halt thou by oracling abufe 455 

The Gentiles 5 henceforth oracles are ceasM, 

And thou no more with pomp and facrifice 

Shalt be inquirM at Delphos or elfewhere. 

At leaft in vain, for they (hall find thee mute* 

God hath now fent his living oracle 464 

Into the world to teach his final will. 

And fends his Spi'iit of truth henceforth to dwell 

In pious hearts, an inward oracle 

To all truth requifite for men to know. 

So fpake our Saviour ; but the fubtle Fiend, 465 
Though inly ftung with anger and difdain, 
Diflembled, and this anfwer fmooth returned. 

Sharply thou haft iniifted on rebuke. 
And urgM me haid with doings, which not will 
But mifery hath wrefted from me : where 47* 

" Eafiiy canft thou find one miferable. 
And not enforced oft-tioies to part from truth i 

II 
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If it may ftand him more in ftead to lie. 

Say and unfay, feign, flatter, or abjure ? 

But thou art placM above me, thou art Lord; 475 

From thee I can and muft fubmifs indure 

Check or reproof, and glad to 'fcape fo quit. 

Hard are the ways of truth, and rough to walk. 

Smooth on the tongue difcoursM, pleafing to th' ear. 

And tuneable as fylvan pipe or fong ; 480 

What wonder then if I delight to hear 

Her diftates from thy mouth ? moft men admire 

Virtue, who follow not her lore : peiinit me 

To hear thee when I come (fmce no man comes) 

And talk at leaft, though I defpair to* attain* 485 

Thy father, who is holy, wife, and pure. 

Suffers the hypocrite or atheous prieft 

To tread his facred courts, and minifter 

About his altar, handling holy things. 

Praying or vowing, and vouchfaf M his voice 490^ 

To Balaam reprobate, a prophet yet 

InfpirM ; difdain not fuch accefs to me. 

To whom our Saviour with unalter'd brow. 
Thy coming hither, though I know thy fcope, 
I bid not or forbid ; do as thou find^ft 495 

Permifiion from above ; thou canft not more* 

He added not ; and Satan bowing low 
His gray difHmulation, difappear'd 
Into thin air diffused : for now began 
Night with her fullen wings to double-fliade 500 

The defert ; fowls in their clay nefts were couchM ; 
And now wild beads came forth the woods to roam.^ 
THM SVD OF THE ?llLftT -ftOQ^* 



THE 



SECOND BOOK 



O F 



PARADISE REGAIN'D. 



Vol. 11. 



M 



t i«s 1 



RADISE REGAINED. 



BOOK II. 

AN while the new-baptizM, who yet remained 

Lt Jordan with the Baptift, and had feen 

om they heard fo late exprefly call'd 

efliah Son of God declared, 

that high authority had believMy 5 

h him talk'd, and with him lodg'd, I mean 

and Simon, famous after known, 
hcr» though in holy writ not nam'd« 
tllng him their joy (b lately found, 
r loundy and fo abruptly gone, !• 

) doubt, and doubted many days, 
the days increased, increasM their doubt : 
les they thought he might be only ftown^ 
* a time caught up to God, as once 
fas in the mount, and miffing long; 15 

i great Thifbite, who on fiery wheels 
» to Heav'n, yet once again to come, 
re as thofe young prophets then with care 
loft Elijah, fo in each place thefe 

Bethabara j in Jericho %6 

f of palms, Anon, and Salem old^ 
us, and each town or city ^aird 

M » ^^ 
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On this fide the broad lake Genezaret, 
Or in Peraa 5 but returned in vain. 
Then on the bank of Jordan, by a creek 
Where winds with reeds and oHers whi^ 
Plain fifhermen, no greater men them cal 
Clofe in a cottage low together got, 
Their unexpe6led lofs and plaints out bn 
Alas, from what high hope to what rel 
Unlook'd for are we fallen ! our eyes beh 
MefTiah certainly now come, fo long 
Expefted of our fathers 5 we have heard 
His words, his wifdom full of grace and 
Now, now, for fure, deliverance is at ha 
The kingdom ftiall to Ifracl be reftorM j 
Thus we rejoic'd, but foon our joy i& tur 
Into perplexity and new amaze i 
For whither is he gone, what accident 
Hath wi'apt him from us ? will he now re 
After appearance, and again prolong 
Our cxpe^ation ? God of Ifrael, 
Send tliy MefTiah forth, the time is come 
Behold the kings of th' earth how they oj 
Thy chofen, to what highth their pow'r i 
They have exalted, and behind them caft 
All fear of thee ; arife and vindicate 
Thy glory, free thy people from their yol 
But let us wait j thus far he hath perfora 
Sent his Anointed, and to. us reveal'd hir 
By his great Prophet, pointed at and flio^ 
la public, and with him we have coavers 
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Let us be glad of this, and all our fears 

Lay on his providence 5 he will not fail. 

Nor will withdraw him now, nor will recall, 55 

Mock us with his bleft fight, then fnatch him hence ^ 

Soon we (hall fee our hope, our joy return. 

Thus they out of their plaints new hope refume 
To find whom at the firft they found unfought : 
But to his mother Mary, when fhe faw 60 

Others returned from baptifm, not her fon. 
Nor left at Jordan, tidings of him none. 
Within her breaft though calm, her breaft though pure. 
Motherly cares and fears got head, and rais'd 
Some troubled thoughts, which (he in fighs thus clad. 

O what avails me now that honor high 
To have conceived of God, or that falute 
Hail highly favor'd, among women bleft I 
While I to forrows am no lefs advancM> 
And fears as eminent, above the lot . 70 

Of other women, by the birth I bore. 
In fuch a feafon born when fcarce a (hed 
Could be obtainM to (helter him or me 
From the bleak air 5 a ftable was our warmth, 
A manger his ; yet foon enforced to fly 75 

Thence into Egypt, till the murd'rous king 
Were dead, who fought his life, and miffing fiU'd 
With infant blood the ftreets of Bethlehem ; 
From Egypt home retum'd, in Nazareth 
Hath been our dwelling many years ; his life So 

Private, una6live, calm, contemplative. 
Little fufpicious to any king ; but now 

M ^ ^NJ^ 
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Full grown to maa, adcnowkdgMy as I hear. 

By John the Baptift^ and in paUic flumoy 

Son own'd frwD. Hcayen by his Father's voice } S5 

I look'd for fome great change ; to honor ? no. 

But trouble^ as old Simeon plain foretold. 

That to the fall and rifing he Oiould be 

Of many in lirael, and to a fign 

Spoken againft, that through my very foul f$ 

A fword (hall pierce ; this is my favor'd lot. 

My exaltation to aflU^ions high ; 

Aiii&ed I may be, it feems, and bleft i 

I will not argue that, nor will repine. 

But where delays be now ? fome great intent 95 

Conceals him : when twelve years he fcarce bad £»» 

I loft him, but fo found, as well I faw 

He could not lofe himfelf ; but went about 

His Father's bnfmefs ; what he meant I mus^d. 

Since underftand ; much more hb abfence now ist 

Thus long to fome great purpofe be obfcnres. 

But I to wait with patience am inur'd ; 

My heart hath been a ftore-houfe long of thisgt 

And fay'ings laid up, portending ftrange events* 

Thus Mary pondering oft, and oft to mind 105 
Recalling what remarkably had pafs'd 
Since firft her falutation heard, with thoughts 
Meekly composed awaited the fulfilling : 
The while her fon tracing the defert wild. 
Sole but with holieft meditations fed, IM 

Into himfelf defcended, and at once 
All his great work to come before him iet; 

Bov 
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to begin, how to accompliih beft 

ad of being on earth, and miilion high t 

atan with fly preface to return 115 

eft him vacant, and with fpeed was gone 

the middle region of thick air, 
e all his potentates in council fat $ 
: without fign of boaft, or fign of joy, 
:ous and blank he thus began. iia 

ices, Heav'n's ancient Sons, ethereal Thrones, 
nian Spirits now, from th^ element 
3f his reign allotted, rightlier calPd 
s of fire, air, water, and earth beneath, 
y we hold our place and thefe mild feats 125 
}ut new trouble ', fuch an enemy 
n to invade us, who no lefs 
tens than our expulfion down to Hell $ 
[ undertook, and with the vote 
ating in full frequence was impowerM, 130 

found him, view'd him, tafted him, but find 
her labor to be undergone 
when I dealt with Adam firft of Men, 
;h Adam by his wife^s allurement fell, 
^r to this man infeiior far, 135 

>e man by mother's fide at leaft, 
more than human gifts from Heaven adorn' d> 
:ion8 abfolute, graces divine, 
mplitude of mind to greateft deeds, 
'ore I am returned, led confidence 14* 

fuccefs with Eve in Paxadife 
e you to perfuafion over-fuie 
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Of like fucceeding here ; I fummon all 

Rather to be in readinefs, with hand 

Or counfel to affiftj left I, who erft 145 

Thought none my equal, now be ovcr-match'd. 

So fpake th' old Serpent doubting, and from all 
With clamor was aflur'd their utmoft aid 
At his command ; when from amidft them rofe 
BeliaU the diffoluteft Spi'rit that fell, 150 

The fenfualleft, and after Afmodai 
The flefhlieft Incubus, and thus advisM. 

Set women in his eye, and in his walk. 
Among daughters of men the faireft found i 
Many are in each region paffing fair 155 

As the noon Iky 5 more like to Goddcfles 
Than mortal creatures, graceful and difcreet. 
Expert in amorous arts, inchanting tongues 
Perfuafive, virgin majefty with mild 
And fweet allay'd, yet terrible t' approach, 160 

Skiird to retire, and in retiring draw 
Hearts after them tangled in amorous nets. 
Such objeft hath the pow'r to foft'n and tame 
Severeft temper, fmooth the rugged'ft brow, 
Enerve, and with voluptuous hope diflblve, 165 

Praw out with credulous defire, and lead 
At will the manlieft, refoluteft breaft. 
As the magnetic hardeft iron draws. 
Women, when nothing elfe, beguilM the heart 
Of wifeft Solomon, and made him build, 179 

And made him bow to the Gods of his wives* 

To whom quick anfwer Satan thus retumM* 

Beliali 
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in much uneven fcale thou weigh'ft 

ers by thyfelf 5 becaufe of old 

hyfelf doat'dft on womankind, admiring 175 

hape, their color, and attraftivc grace, 

i-e, thou think'ft, but taken with fuch toys, 

the flood thou with thy lufty crew, 

itled Tons of God, teaming the earth 

mton eyes on the daughters of men, x8o 

)upled with them, and begot a race. 

re not feen, or by relation heard, 

rts and regal chambers how thou lurk'ft, 

•d or grove by mofly fountain fide, 

ey or green meadow, to way-lay 185 

)eauty rare, Califto, Clymene, 

e, or Semele, Antiopa, 

lymone. Syrinx, many more 

ng, then lay'ft thy fcapes on names adorM, 

>, Neptune, Jupiter, or Pan, 190 

or Faun, or Sylvan ? Butthefe haunts 

t not all j among the fons of men, 

aany have with a fmile made fmall account 

luty and her lures, eafily fcom'd 

r aflaults, on worthier things intent ? 195 

nber that Pellean conqueror, 

th, how all the beauties of the eaft 

jhtly view'd, and (lightly ovei-pafs'd ; 

le furnamM of Africa difmifsM 

prime youth' the fair Iberian maid. 200 

)lomon, he liv'd at eafe, and full 

lor, wealthy high fare, aim^d not b«^oxwd 



770 PARADISE REGAINED. Book n. 

Higher defign than to enjoy liis ftate j 

Thence to the bait of women lay exposM ; 

But he whom we attempt is wifer far w^ 

Than Solomon, of more exalted mind. 

Made and fet wholly on th* accomplifhment 

Of greateft things j what woman will you find. 

Though of this age the wonder and the fame. 

On whom his leifure will vouchfafe an eye sio 

Of fond defire ? or ihould fhe confident. 

As fitting queen ador'd on beauty's throne, 

Defcend with all her winning charms begirt 

T' enamour, as the zone of Venus once 

Wrought that effeft on Jove, fo fables tell j 21$ 

How would one look from his majeilic brow 

Seated as on the top of virtue's hill, 

Difcount'nance her defpis'd, and put to rout 

All her array j her female pride deje6l. 

Or turn to reverent awe ? for beauty ftands «0 

In th' admiration only of weak minds 

Led captive ; ceafe to^ admire, and all her plumes 

Fall fiat and fiirink into a trivial toy. 

At eveiy fudden flighting quite abafh'd : 

Therefore with manlier objefts we muft try «5 

His conftancy, with fuch as have more ftiow 

Of worth, of honor, glory', and popular praife j 

Rocks whereon greateft men have ofteft wrcck'd ^ 

Or that which only feems to fatisfy 

Lawful defires of nature, not beyond ; ajO 

And now I know he hungers where no food 

Is to be found, in the wide wildemefs i 

Tht 
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The reft commit to me, I (hall let pafs 
No^ advantage, and his ftrength as oft ai&y. 

He ceasMy and heard their grant in loud acclame; 
,Then forthwith to him takes a chofen band 
, fO£^ Spirits likeft to himfelf in guile 
To be at hand, and at his beck appear. 
If caufe were to unfold fome a£tive fcene 
Of various perfons, each to know his part ; 249 

Then to the defert takes with thefe his flight $ 
Where ftill from (hade to feade the Son of God 
After foity days fafting had remained, 
Now hungring firft, and to himfelf thus faid. 

Where will this end ? four times ten days I*ve pafs'd 
Wandering this woody maze, and human food 
Nor tailed, nor had appetite ; that faft 
To virt\ie I impute not, or count part 
Of what I fuffer here ; if nature need not. 
Or God fupport nature without repaft 250 

Though needing, what praife is it to endure ? 
But now I feel I hunger, which declares 
Nature hath need of what (he afks ; yet God 
Can fatisfy that need fome other way. 
Though hunger ftill remain : fo it remain 255 

Without this body's wafting, I content me. 
And from the fting of famin fear no harm, 
Nor mind it, fed with better thoughts that feed 
Me hungring more to do my Father's will. 

It was the hour of night, when thus the Son 260 
Commun'd in filent walk, then laid him down 
Under the hofpitable covert nigh 
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Of trees thick interwoven 5 there he flept. 

And dreamM, as appetite is wont to dream. 

Of meats and drinks, nature^s refreshment fweet ; %6s 

Him thought, he by the brook of Cherith ftood. 

And faw the ravens with their homy beaks 

Food to Elijah bringing ev'n and mom, [brought: 

Though ravenous, taught t* abftain from what they 

He faw the prophet alfo how he fled 274 

Into the defert, and how there he flept 

Under a juniper ; then how awaked 

He found his fupper on the coals preparM, 

And by the Angel was bid rife and eat. 

And eat the fecond time after repofe, 17^ 

The ftrength whereof fuffic'd him forty days 5 

Sometimes that with Elijah he partook. 

Or as a gueft with Daniel at his pulfe. 

Thus wore out night, and now the herald lark 

Xeft his ground-neft, high tow'ring to defcry ago 

The mom's approach, and greet her with his fong i 

As lightly from his graify couch up rofe 

Our Saviour, and found all was but a dream, 

Fafting he went to deep, and failing wakM. 

Up to a hill anon his fteps he rearM, its 

From whofe high top to ken the profpeft round. 

If cottage were in view, (heep-cote, or herd 5 

But cottage, herd, or iheep-cote, none he faw. 

Only* in a bottom faw a pleafant grove. 

With chaunt of tuneful birds refounding loud ; 2^9 

Thither he bent his way, determined there 

To reft at noon, and entered foon the (hade 

High 
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High rooft, and walks beneath, and alleys brown, 

That opened in the midft a woody fcene j 

Nature's own work it feem'd (nature taught art) 295 

And to a fuperftitious eye the haunt 

Of Wood-Gods and Wood-Nymphs j he view'd it 

When fuddenly a man before him ftood [round. 

Not ruftic as before, but feemlier clad. 

As one in city', or court, or palace bred, 300 

And with fair fpeech thefe words to him addrefs'd. 

With granted leave officious I return. 
But much more wonder that the Son of God 
In this wild folitude fo long {hould bide 
Of all things deftitute, and well I know, 303 

Not without hunger. Others of fome note. 
As ftory tells, have trod this wildemefs j. 
The fugitive bond-woman with her fon 
Out-caft Nebaioth, yet found here relief 
JBy a providing Angel; all the race 310 

Of Ifrael here had famifh'd, had not God 
RainM from Hcav'n Manna ; and that Prophet bold 
Native of Thebez wand'ring here was fed 
Twice by a voice inviting him to eat : 
Of thee thefe forty days none hath regard, 315 

Forty and more deferted here indeed. 

To whom thus Jefus. What conclud'ft thou hence? 
They all had need, as I thou feeft have none. 

How haft thou hunger then ? Satan reply'd. 
Tell me if food were now before thee fet, 320 

Would'ft thou not eat ? Thereafter as I like 
The giver, aiifwer'd Jefus. Why fhould that 
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Caufe thy refufal ? faid the fubtle Fiend. 

Haft thou not right to all ci-eated things ? 

Owe not all creatures by juft right to thee p$ 

Duty and fervice, not to ftay till bid. 

But tender all their pow'r ? nor mention I 

Meats by the Law unclean, or offer'd firft 

To idols, thofe young Daniel could refufej 

Nor profFerM by an enemy, though who 339 

Would fcruple that, with want opprefsM ? Behold 

Nature afliam'd, or better to exprefs, 

Troubled that thou fhould'ft hunger, hath punrey'd 

From all the elements her choiceft ftore 

To treat thee as befeems, and as her Lord 335 

With honor, only deign to fit and eat. 

He fpake no dream, for as his words had end^ 
Our Saviour lifting up his eyes beheld 
In ample fpace under the broadeft (hade 
A table richly fpread, in regal mode, 344 

With diihes pilM, and meats of nobleft fort 
And favor, beafts of chafe, or fowl of game. 
In paftry built, or from the fpit, or boilM, 
Gris-amber-fteamM ; all fifh from fea or ihow, 
Fre(het, or purling brook, of ihell or fin, 34J 

And exquifiteft name, for which was drained 
Pontus, and Lucrine bay, and Afric coaft. 
Alas how fimple, to thefc cates comparM, 
Was that crude apple that diverted Eve 1 
And at a ftately fide-board by the wine 350 

That fragrant fmell diffused, in order ftood 
Taii itripling youths rich clad^ of fairer hue 

Thaa 
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Than Ganymed or Hylas 5 diftant more 

Under the trees now tripp'd, now folemn ftood 

Nymphs of Diana's train, and Naiades 355 

With fi-uits and flow'rs from Amalthea^s horn. 

And ladies of th' Hefperides, that feem'd 

Fairer than feign'd of old, or fabled fincc 

Of faery damfels met in foreft wide 

By knights of Logres, or of Lyones, %6^ 

Lancelot, or Pelleas, or Pellenore : 

And all the while harmonious airs were heard 

Of chiming ftrings, or charming pipes, and winds 

Of gentleft gale Arabian odors fanned 

From their foft wings, and Flora's earlieft fmellt. 365 

Such was the fplendor, and the Tempter now 

His invitation eameftly renew'd. 

What doubts the Son of God to fit and cat? 
Thefe are not fruits forbidden 5 no interdift 
Defends the touching of thefe viands piuie j 37a 

Their tafte no knowledge works at leaft of evil. 
But life preferves, deftroys life's enemy. 
Hunger, with fweet reftorative delight. 
All thefe are Spi'rits of air, and woods, and fprings. 
Thy gentle minifters, who come to pay 375 

Thee homage, and acknowledge thee their Lord i 
What doubt'ft thou Son of God ? fit down and eat. 

To whom thus Jefus temperately reply'd. 
Said'ft thou not that to all things I had right > 
And who withholds my pow'r that right to ufe? 3 So 
Shall I receive by gift what of my own. 
When and whert likes me beft, I can C9mniand f 
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I can at willy doubt not, as foon as thou. 

Command a table in this wildernefs. 

And call fwift flights of Angels rainiftrant 

ArrayM in glory on my cup to* attend : 

Why (houldft thou then obtrude this diligence. 

In vain, where no acceptance it can find ? 

And with my hunger what hail thou to do ? 

Thy pompous delicacies I contemn. 

And count thy fpecious gifts no gifts, but guile 

To whom thus anfwerM Satan malecontent. 
That I have alfo powY to give, thou ieeft ; 
If of that pow'r I bring thee voluntary 
What I might have beftowM on whom I pleasM, 
And rather opportunely in this place 
Chofe to impart to thy apparent need. 
Why fhouldft thou not accept it ? but I fee 
What I can do or offer is fufpedl ; 
Of thefe things others quickly will difpofe, 
Whofe pains have eam'd the far fct fpoil. Witl 
Both table and provifion vaniihM quite 
With found of harpies wings, and talons heard : 
Only th' importune Tempter ftill remained, 
And with thefe words his temptation purfuM. 

By hunger, that each other creature tames. 
Thou art not to be harmM, therefore not mov*d j 
Thy temperance invincible befides. 
For no allurement yields to appetite. 
And all thy heart is fet on high defigns, 
High aftions 5 but wherewith to be achievM ? 
Great a^ft require gixat means of enterprife j 
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Thou art unknown, unffiended, low of birtfa> 

A carpenter thy father known, thyfelf 

Bred up in poverty and ftraits at home 4' 5 

Loft in a defert here and hunger-bit: 

Which way or from what hope doft thou afpire 

To greatnefs ? whence authority deriv'ft ? 

What followers, what retinue canft thou gain> 

Or at thy heels the dizzy multitude, 420 

Longer than thou canft feed them on thy coft ? 

Money brings h«nor, friends, conqueft, and realms : 

What rais'd Antipater the Edomite, 

And his Ton Herod placM on Judah^s throne 

(Thy throne), but gold that got him puiftant friends ? 

Therefore, if at great things thou would'ft arrive. 

Get riches firft, get wealth, and treafure heap. 

Not difficult, if thou hearken to me ; 

Riches are mine, fortune is in my hand ; 

They whom I favor thrive in wealth amain, 430 

While virtue, valor, wifdom, fit in want. 

To whom thus Jefus patiently reply'd. 
Yet wealth without thefe three is impotent 
To gain dominion, or to keep it gainM. 
Witnefs thofe ancient empires of the earth, 435 

In highth of all their flowing wealth diflblv'd ; 
But men endued with thefe have oft attained 
In loweft poverty to higheft deeds ; 
Gideon, and Jephtha, and the (hepherd lad^ 
Whofe offspring on the throne of Judah fat 440 

So many ages, and fhall yet regain 
That feat, and reign in Ifrael without end. 

Vol. IL N Kvcvqtw^ 
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Among ^9 Heathen, (for throughout the world 

To me 18 not unknown what hath been done 

Worthy' of memorial) canft thou not remember 441 

Quintius, Fabricins, Curius, Regulus? 

For I efl^em thofe names of men £b poor 

Who could do. mighty things, and could contemn 

Riches though ofFer'd from the hand of kinga. 

And what in me feems wanting, but thai X 44^ 

May alfo, in thi^ poverty as foon 

Accomplifh what they did, perhaps and more ? 

Extol not riches then, the toil of fools. 

The wife man's cumbrance if not fnare, more apt 

To flacken virtue, and abate her edge, 455 

Than prompt her to do ought may merit praife. 

What if with like aveifion I re j eft 

Riches and realms ; yet not for that a crown. 

Golden in (how, is but a wreath of thorns. 

Brings dangers, troubles, cares, and (leeplefs nights^ 

To him who wears the regal diadem. 

When on his fhoulders each man's burden lies ; 

For therein ftands the office of a king. 

His honor, viitue, merit, and chief praife. 

That for the public all this weight he bears. 465 

Yet he who reigns within himfelf, and rules 

PafHons, defires, and fears, is more a king j 

Which every wife and virtuous man attains ; 

And who attains not, ill afpire^ to rule 

Cities of men, or headfh-ong multitudes, 47Q 

Subjeft himfelf to anarchy within. 

Or lawlefs paflions in him which he ferves. 

Bui 
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to guide nations in the way of truth 
Paving do^iiiy and from error lead 
know, and knowing worfhip God ai'ight, 475 

a more kingly ; this attra£ls the foul, 
irems the inner man, the nobler part j 
at other o'er the body only reigns, 
d oft by force, which to a generous mind 
reigning can be no fincere delight. 480 

ides to give a kingdom hath been thought 
;ater and nobler done, and to lay down 

moi-e magnanimous, than to alTume. 
hes are needlefs then, both for themfelves, 
d for thy rcafon why they fhould be fought, 485 

gain a fcepter, ofteft better mifs'd. 
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SO fpake the Son of God, and Satan ftood 
A while as mute confounded what to fay. 
What to reply, confuted and convinced 
Of his weak arguing, and fallacious drift ^ 
At length collefting all his ferpent wiles, 5 

With foothing words renew' d, him th\is accofts. 

I fee thou know'ft what is of ufe to know. 
What bfeft to fay canft fay, to do canft doj 
Thy ^£lions to thy words accord, thy words 
^o thy large heart give utterance due, thy heart 10 
Contains of good, wife, juft, the perfe^ fhape. 
Should kings and nations from thy mouth confult. 
Thy coTinfel Would be as the oracle 
Urim and Thummim, thofe oraculous gems 
-bn Aaron's breaft 5 or tongue of feers old 15 

Infallible : or wert thou fought to deeds 
That might l*equii:e th' array of war, thy Ikill 
Of conau£l would be fuch, that all the world 
Could jiot fbftain thy prowefs, or fubfift 
Yn batl^l, though againft thy few in arms. 20 

^Thefe God -like virtues wherefore doft thou- hide, 
jAIFccling private lift, or more obfcure 
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In favage wildemefs ? wherefore deprive 

All earth her wonder at thy a6ls, thyfelf 

The fame and glory, glory the reward %$ 

That fole excites to high attempts, the flame 

Of moft erefted fpi'rits, moft tempered pure 

Ethereal, who all pleafures elfe defpife. 

All treafurcs and all gain efteem as drofs. 

And dignities and pow'rs all but the higheft? }0 

Thy years are ripe, and over-ripe ; the fon 

Of Macedonian Philip had ere thefe 

Won Afia, and the throne of Cyrus held 

At his difpofe j young Sclpio had brought down 

The Carthaginian pride j young Pompey qu^ird 35 

The Pontic king, and in triumph had rode. 

Yet years, and to ripe years judgment mature. 

Quench not the thirft of glory, but augment. 

Great Julius, whom now all the world admires. 

The more he grew in years, the more infiamM 40 

With glory, wept that he had liv'd fo long 

Inglorious s but thou yet ait not too late. 

To whom our Saviour calmly thus reply'd. 
Thou neither doft perfuade me to feek wealth 
For empire's fake, nor empire to affed 45 

For glory's fake, by all thy argument. 
For what is glory but the blaze of fame. 
The peoples praife, if always praife unmixM ? 
And what the people but a herd confusM^ 
A mifcellaneous rabble, who extol [praife ? 

Things vulgar, and well weighM, fcarce worth thfi 
They praife, and they admire they know not what. 

And 
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And know not whom, but as one leads the other j 
And what delight to be l^y fuch extoll'd. 
To live upon their tongues and be their talk, 55 

Of whom to be difpraisM were no fmall praife ? 
His lot who dares be Angularly good. 
Th' intelligent among them and the wife 
Are few, and glory fcarce of few is raisM. . 
This is true glory and renown, when God, 60 

Looking on th' earth, with approbation marks 
The juft man, and divulges him through Heaven 
' To all his Angels, who with true applaufe 
Recount his praifes : thus he did to Job, 
When, to extend his fame through Heav'n and Earth, 
As thou to thy reproach may'ft well remember. 
He aflcM thee, Haft thou feen my fervant Job ? 
Famous he was in Heav'n, on Earth lefs known | 
Where glory is falfe glory, attributed 
To things not glorious, men not v^orthy' of fame. 7* 
They err who count it glorious to fubdue 
By conqueft far and wide, to over-run 
Large countries, and in field great battles win. 
Great cities by aflault : what do thefe worthies. 
But rob and fpoil, bum, flaughtei*, and inflave 75 
Peaceable nations, neighboring, or remote. 
Made captive, yet deferving freedom more 
Than thofe their conquerors, who leave behind 
Nothing but ruin wherefoe'er they rove. 
And all the floriihing works of peace deftroy. So 

Then fwell with pride, and muft be titled Gods, 
Great Benefadlors of mankind, Deliverers, 
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Wotfliipt with temple, prieft^ and facrifxce 5 
One is the fon of Jore, of Mars the other; 
Till conqti'ror Death difcoirer them fcarce mtn» 85 
Rollinj^ in brutifli vices, ahd deformM, 
Violent or fhamefui death their due reward. 
But if there be in glory ought of good^ 
It may by means far different be attained 
"Without ambition, war, or violence 5 90 

By deeds of peace, by wifdom eminent. 
By patience, temperance : I mention ftill 
Him whom thy wrongs with faintly patience borne 
Made famous in a land and times obfcure ; 
Who names not now with honor patient Job ? 95 

Poor Socrates (who next more memorable?) 
By what he taught and fufferM for fo doing. 
For truth's fake fuffering death unjuft, lives now 
Equal in fame to proudeft conquerors. 
'Vet if for fame and glory ought be done, 100 

Ought fuffer'd; if youhg African for fame 
His wafted counti-y freed from Punic rage. 
The deed becomes unpraisM, the man at leaft. 
And l6fes, though but verbal, his reward. 
'Shall I feek glory then, as vain men feck, 105 

Oft not deferv'd ? I fedc not mine, but his 
Who fcnt me*, and thereby witnefs whence I am. 
To v^hom the Tempter murm'ring thus reply'd. 
Think not fo (light of glory } therein leaft 
"Hefembling thy great Father: he feeks glory, nil 
And for his glory all things made, all things 
Orders and governs ; nor content in Hekven 

By 
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By all his Angels glbrify*d> requires 

Glory from m^ft^ from all men good or bad. 

Wife or unwifb, no difference^ too exemption | 215 

Above all facrifice, or hallow'd gift 

Glory' he requires, and glory he receives 

Promifcuous from all nations, Jew, o)r Greek) 

Or barbarous, nor exception hath declared } 

From us his foes pronouncM glory' he exa^is. 120 

To whom our Saviour fei-vently reply'd. 
And reafon ; fince his word all things produc'd^ 
Though chiefly not for glory as prime end. 
But to (how forth his goodnefs, and impart 
His good communicable to every foul 115 

Freely ; of whom what could he leTs expeft 
Than glory' and benediction, diat is thanks^ 
The flighteft, eafieft, readied recbmpenfe 
From them who could return him nothing elfe, 
A^d not returning that would likelieft tender t ^0 
Contempt inftead, dishonor, obloquy f 
Hard recompenfe, unfuitabie rettorh 
For fo much ^od, fo much bene!icenc6. 
But why ihouid man feek glory, who' of his owh 
Hath nothing, and to whom nothing belong* 135 
But condemnation, ignominy '> and fliahie? 
Who for fo many benefits receiv'd 
Tum'd recitant to God, ihgrate and fiilft, 
A.nd fo of all true good himfelf defpbii'd, 
l^t, facrilegious, to himfelf would take 14.0 

That which to God alone of right belongs | 
ifet fo much bounty is in God, foch grace, . 
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That who advance his glory, not their own. 
Them he himfelf to glory will advance. 

So rpake the Son of God ; and here again 145 

Satan had not to anfwer, but ftood ftruck 
With guilt of his own fm, for he himfelf 
Infatiable of glory had loft all, 
Yet of another plea bethought him foon. 

Of glory, as thou wilt, faid he, fo deem, 150 

Worth or not worth the feeking, let it pafs t 
But to a kingdom thou art born, ordained 
To fit upon thy father David's throne j 
By mother's fide thy father j though thy right 
Be now in powerful hands, that will not part 155 
Eafily from poffeflion won with arms : 
Judaea now and all the promised land, 
Reduc'd a province under Roman yoke, 
Obeys Tiberius ; nor is always nil'd 
With temperate fway ; oft have they violated 160 

The temple, oft the law with foul affronts. 
Abominations rather, as did once 
Antiochus : and think'ft thou to regain 
Thy right by fitting ftill or thus retiring f 
So did not Maccabeus : he indeed 165 

Retir'd unto the defert, but with arms 5 
And o'er a mighty king fo oft prevailed. 
That by ftrong hand his family obtained. 
Though priefts, the crown, and David's throne ufurpM, 
With Modin and her fuburbs once content. 170 

If kingdom move thee not, let move thee zeal 
And dutyi zeal and duty are not flowj 

Bvt 
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But on occafion^s forelock watchful wait. 

They themfelves rather arc occafion beft, 

Zeal of thy father's houfe, duty to free 175 

Thy country from her Heathen fervitude 5 

So ihalt thou beft fulfil, beft verify 

The prophets old, who fung thy endlefs reign ; 

The happier reign the fooner it begins 5 

Reign then } what canft thou better do the while.? iSo 

To whom our Saviour anfwer thus retum'd. 
All things are beft fulfiU'd in their due time. 
And time there is for all things. Truth hath faid : 
If of ray reign prophetic Writ hath told, 
Tliat it (hall never end, fo when begin 185 

The Father in his purpofe hath decreed. 
He in whofe hand all times and feafons roll. 
What if he hath decreed that I fhall firft 
Be tryM in humble ftate, and things adverfe. 
By tribulations, injuries, infults, 190 

Contempts, and fcoms, and fnares, and violence. 
Suffering, abftaining, quietly expelling. 
Without diftruft or doubt, that he may know 
What I can fuffer, how obey ? who beft 
Can fuffer, beft can do ; beft reign, who firft 295 

Well hath obey*d ; juft trial ere I merit 
My exaltation without change or end. 
But what concerns it thee when I begin 
My everlafting kingdom, why art thou 
Solicitous, what moves thy inquifition f 209 

Know'ft thou not that my rifmg is thy fall, 
And my promotion will be thy dcftruftion ? 
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To whom the Tempter inly nckM replyM. 
Let that come when it comes ; all hope k loft 
Of my reception into grace 5 what worfe f . %o$ 
For where na hope is left, is left no fear : 
If there be worfe, the expe£tation more 
Of worfe torments me thaQ the feeling can. 
I would be at the worfl: } worft is my port. 
My harbour, and my ultimate repofe> 914 

The end I would attain, my final good. 
My error was my error, and my crime 
My crime ; whatever for itfelf condemn'djL 
And will alike be pqnifhM, whether thou 
J^eign or reign not j though to that gentle br^w 9,1^ 
Willingly I could fly, aad hope thy reign. 
From that placid afpe^l: and meek reg^*4% 
Rather than ag^avate ray eyil ft9te> 
Would fland between me and thy Father^s ire 
fWhofe ire I dread more tha9 thfi fire of Hsell) ss4 
A fhelter and a kind of fhading cool 
Interpofition, as a fummer*s cloudy 
If I then to the worft that can be h^fte^ 
Why move thy feet £0 flow to what is beft, 
^8|)piefl both to Ihyielf and all the wof14» tf $ 

That thou who wprthieft a^t fhpuld'fl be ti^etr king) 
Perhaps thou linger'i^ iu deep thoughts detaia'd 
Of th' enterprife fo hazardous and high $ 
No wonder, for though in thee be united 
What of perfe^ion can in man be found> »}# 

Or human nature can receive, cpniider 
Thy life hath yet l^eeA private, moft part fpent 

At 
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And once a year JerufaLeniy few days 
Sjaoft ibjourn $ and wkat thence couldft tfaou ob£brvf ?- 
The world thou haft not feen, much lefs her glory. 
Empire^, and monarohsi and their radiant courts, 
Beft fchool of beft experience, quickeft iafigkt 
In all things that to greatsfi; a^iions le^d. 
The wifeft, unexperienced, will be ever 24^.. 

Timorous and loath, with novice modefty, 
(As he who feekivg alTes ^und a kingdom) 
Irrefoliite, unh^rdy, uoadventcous : 
But I will bring thee where thou ibon flialit quit 
'Xhofe rudiments, and fee before thine eyes 245 

The monarchies of th^ earth, their pomp ^nd ibite. 
Sufficient introduction' to inform 
Thee, of thyfelf fo^apt, in regal arts. 
And regal myfteries, that thou may'ft know 
How beft their oppoTition^ to vrithftand. 25^ 

With that (fuck pow'r was giv'a him tiicn) he took 
The Son of God up to a mountain high. 
It was a mountaki at whofe verdant feet 
A fpacious plain out-ft):«tch*d in circuit wide 
I^y pleafant » from- hU ilde two rivers flow'd, 255 ' 
Th' one winding, th* other fbait, and kft between 
Fair champain with lefs rivers intervein*d» 
Then meeting joinM their tribute to th« fi^a : 
Fertil of com the glebe, of oil and wine ; 
WiA herds the paftures throng'd, with flocks the hills j 
Huge cities and high towrM, that weli might feem 
The feats of mighticft monojchs, and fo lajrge 
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The profpe^l was, that here and there was room 
For barren defert fountainlefs and dry. 
To this high mountain top the Tempter brought 165 
Our Saviour, and new train of words began. 

Well have we fpeeded, and o^er hill and dale, 
Foreft and field and flood, temples and tower*. 
Cut fhoiter many a league 5 here thou behold^ft 
Aflyria and her empire's ancient bounds, 179 

Araxes and the Cafpian lake, thence on 
As far as Indus eaft, Euphrates weft. 
And oft beyond j to fouth the Perfian bay. 
And inacceifible th' Arabian drouth : 
Here Nineveh, of length within her wall 175 

Several days journey, built by Ninus old, 
Of that firft golden monarchy the feat. 
And feat of Salmanaifar, whofe fuccefs 
Ifrael in long captivity ftill mourns ; 
There Babylon, the wonder of all tongues, tSo 

As ancient, but rebuilt by him who twice 
Judah and all thy father David's houfe 
Led captive, and Jerufalem laid wafte. 
Till Cyrus fet them free j Perfepolis 
His city there thou feeft, and Ba£b*a there j SS5 

Ecbatana her ftru6lure vaft there ihows. 
And Hecatompylos her hundred gates j 
There Sufa by Choafpes, amber ftream. 
The drink of none but kings $ of later fame 
Built by Emathian, or by Partliian hands, 190 

The great Seleucia, Nifibis, and there 
Ai'taxata, Teredon, Ctefiphon, 

Turning 
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g with eafy eye thou may^ft behold. 

fe th^ Parthian, now fome ages paft. 

It Arfaces led, who founded firft 49 $ 

npire, under his dominion holds, 

be luxurious kings of Antioch won. 

ft in time thou com'ft to have a view 

great pow'r j for now the Parthian king 

iphon hath gathered all his hoft 30* 

t the Scythian, whofe incuriions wild 

•afted Sogdiana ; to her aid 

ches now in hafte $ fee, though from far, 

lufands, in what martial equipage 

(Tue forth, fteel bows and fhafts their arms, 305 

i\ dread in flight or in purfuit ; 

rfemen, in which fight they moft excel j 

V in warlike mufter they appear, 

nbs and wedges, and half-moons, and wings. 

3ok'd, and faw what numbers numberlefs 310 

ry gates out-pour'd, light-armed troops 

s of mail and military pride ; 

I their horfes clad, yet fleet and ftrong, 

ing their riders bore, the flow*r and choice 

ly provinces from bound to bound { 315 

Vrachofia, from Candaor eaft, 

largiana to the Hyrcanian cliffs 

icafus, and dark Iberian dales, 

\tropatia and the neighboring plains 

iabene. Media, and the fouth 320 

iana, to Balfara's haven. 

. II. O Kt 
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He faw them in their forms of battle rangM. 

How quick they wheeled, and fly'ing behind them fliot 

Sharp fleet of arrowy fhow'rs again ft the face 

Of their purfuers, and overcame by flight j 325 

The field all iron caft a gleaming brown ; 

Nor wanted clouds of foot, nor on each horn 

Cuirafliers all in fteel for ftanding fight, 

Chariots or elephants indorsed with towers 

Of archers, nor of laboring pioneers 330 

A multitude with fpades and axes arm*d 

To lay hills plain, fell woods, or valleys fill. 

Or where plain was raife hill, or overlay 

With bridges rivers proud, as with a yoke 5 

Mules after thefe, camels and dromedaries, 335 

Ahd waggons fraught with utenfils of war. 

Such forces met not, nor fo wide a camp, 

When Agrican with all his northern powers 

Bcfieg'd Albracca, as romances tell, 

The city' of Gallaphrone, from whence to win 340 

l^hc faireft of her fex Angelica 

His daughter, fought by many proweft knights. 

Both Paynim, and the peers of Charlemain. 

Such and fo numerous was their chivalry ; 

At fight whereof the Fiend yet moi*e prefum'd, 345 

And to our Saviour thus his woi*ds renew'd. 

That thou may'ft know I feek not to engage 
Thy virtue, and not every way fecure 
On no flight grounds thy fafety ; hear, and mark 
To what end I have brought thee hither and ihown 350 

All 
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All this fsur fight : thy kingdom though foretold 

By prophet or by Angel, unlefs thou 

Endevor, as thy father David did. 

Thou never. ihaJt obtain ; predi6Hon ftill 

In all things, and all men, fuppofes means^ 35^ 

Without means usM, what it predicts revokes* 

But fay thou wert poflefsM of David*8 throne 

By free confent of all, none oppodt, 

Samaritan or Jew 5 how could^ft thou hope 

Long to enjoy it quiet and fecure, 360 

Between two fuch inclofing enemies 

Roman and Parthian ? therefore one of thefe 

Thou muft make fure thy own, the Parthian firft 

By my advice, as nearer, and of late 

Found able by invafion to annoy 365 

Thy country*, and captive lead away her kings 

Antigonus and old Hyrcanus bound, 

Maugre the Roman : it fhall be my talk 

To render thee the Parthian at difpofe 5 

Choofe which thou wilt, by conquefl; or by league. 370 

By him thou /halt regain, without him not. 

That which alone can truly reinftall thee 

In David's royal feat, his true fucceffor. 

Deliverance of thy brethren, thofe ten tribei 

Whofe offspring in his territory yet fcrve, 375 

In Habor, and among the Medes difpersM { 

Ten fons of Jacob, two of Jofeph loft 

Thus long from Ifrael, ferving as of old 

Their fathers ii>the land of Egypt- fcrvM, ' • 
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This ofier fets before thee to deliver. 380 

Thcfe if from fcrvitude thou, (halt reftore 

To their inheritance, then, nor till then. 

Thou on the throne of David in full glory. 

From Egypt to Euphrates and beyond 

Shalt reign, and Rome or Caefar not need fear. 385^' 

To whom our Saviour anfwerM thus unmoved. 
^uch oftentation vain of flefhly arm. 
And fragil arms, much inftrument of war 
Long in preparing, foon to nothing brought. 
Before mine eyes thou** haft fet ; and in my car 390 
Vented much policy, and projef^s deep 
Of enemies, of aids, battels and leagues, 
Plaufible to the world, to me worth nought. 
Means I muft ufe, thou fay'ft, prediction elfe 
Will unpredicl and fail me of the throne t 395 

My time I told thee (and that time for thee 
Were better fartheft off) is not yet come s 
When that comes, think not thou to find me ilack 
Qn my part ought endevoring, or to need 
Thy politic maxims, or that cumberfome 400 

Luggage of war there ihown me, argument 
Of human weaknefs rather than of ftrength. 
My brethren, as thou call'ft them, thofe ten tribet 
I muft deliver, if I mean to I'eign 
David^s true heir, and his full fcepter fway 405 

To juft extent over all Ifrael^ fons ; 
But whence to thee this zeal, where was it then 
For Ifrael, or for David, or his throne^ 

When 
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thou ftood^ft up his tempter to the pricfe 
tnb*ring Ifirael, which coft the Kves 4.10 

-eefcore and ten thoufand liraelitet 
*ee days peftilence f fuch was thy zeal 
raei then, the fame that now to me. 
: thofe captive tribes, themfelves were they 
0nx>ught their own captivity, fell off 4.15 

God to woHhip calves, the deities 
ypt, Baal next and Aflitaroth, 
U th* idolatries of Heathen round, 
» their other worfe than heath*ni(h crimes i 
[ the land of their captivity 410 

led themfelves, or penitent befought 
rod of their forefathers ; but fo dy'd 
itent, and left a race behind « 

3 themfelves, diftiniguiihable fearce 
Gentiles, but by circumcifion vain, 415 

rod with idols in their worihip joinM. 
1 1 of thefe the liberty regard, 
Veed as to their ancient patrimony, 
abled, unrepentant, unreformM, 
>ng would follow' } and to their Gods perhaps 
iiel and of Dan f no, let them ferve 
enemies, who ferve idols with God. 

at length, time to himfelf beft known, 
ibring Abraham, by ibme wondrous call 
ring them back repentant and fmcere, 435 

t their pading cleave th* Aifyrian flood, 
to their native land with joy they hafte» 

O 3 A« 
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As the Red 6ea and Jordan once he cleft, 
'When to the promis'd land thlbu: fathers pafs'd i 
To his due time and providence I leave them* 440 

So rpake'irrael''s true king, and to the Fiend 
Made anfwer meet, that madf void all his wiles* 
So fajBes it when with truth falihood contendi» 
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PErplex'd and troubled at his bad fucceft 
The Tempter ftood, nor had what to reply, 
Difcover'd in his fraud, thrown from his hope 
So oft, and the perfuafive rhetoric 
• That fleck'd his tongue, and won fo much on Eve, 
So little here, nay loft ; but Eve was Eve, 
This far his over-match, who felf-deceiv'd 
And rafli, before-hand had no better weighed 
The ftrength he was to cope with, or his own t 
But as a man who had been matchlefs held 
In cunning, over-reachM where leaft he thought. 
To falve his credit, and for very fpite. 
Still will be tempting him who foils him ftill. 
And never ceafe, though to his fhame the more ; 
Or as a fwarm of flies iu vintage-time. 
About the wine-prefs where fweet muft it pour*d, 
Beat off, returns as oft with humming found j 
Or furging waves againft a folid rock. 
Though all to fhivers dafli'd, th^ aflault renew. 
Vain batt'ry, and in froth or bubbles end ) 
So Satan, whom repulfe upon repuUe 
Met ever, and to fliameful fileuce brought, 
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Yet gives not o>r though defp^rate of focccis. 
And hit vain importunity purfaet. 
Hr brdug^t our Saviour to the wefterm fide 15 

Of that high mountain, whence be might behold 
Another plain, long but in breadth not wide, 
Wa(h*d by the fouthem fea, and on the aorth 
To equal length backM with a ridge of hills. 
That fcreenM the fruits of th' earth and feau of nm 
From cold Septentrion blafts, thence in the midft 
Divided by a river, of whofe banks 
On each fide an imperial city ftood. 
With tow'rs and temples proudly elevate 

/On fev'n fmall hills, with palaces adorn'd, 3f 

Porches and theatres, baths, aqueduds. 
Statues and trophies, and triumphal arcs. 
Gardens and groves pre(ented to his eyes. 
Above the highth of mountains interposed t 

•By what ftrange parallax or optic ikill 40 ' 

Of vffion multiply*d through air, or glafs 
Of telefcope, were curious to inquire : 
And now the Tempter thus his filence broke* 

The city which thou feeft no other deem 
Than great and glorious Rome, queen of the earth 45 
So far renownM, and with the fpoils enrichM 
Of nations $ there the eapitol thou feeft 
Above the reft lifting his ftately head 
On the Tarpeian rock, her citadel 

' Impregnable, and there Mount Palatine, 50 

Th* imperial palace, compafs huge, and high 
The Am&wrc, flull of noblcft architeas. 

With 
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Witli gilded battlements^ confpicuous far, ' 

Turrets and terraces, and glittering fpires. 

J^Iany a fair edifice beiidesy more like j;5 

Houfes of Gody (fo well I have difposM 

My aery microfcope) thou raay'ft behold 

Oiitfide and infide both, pillars and roofs^ 

Carv'd work, the hand of fam'd artificers 

In cedar, marble, irory, or gold. i^ 

Thence to the gates caft round thine eye, and fee 

What conflux ifliiing fortTi, or entring in. 

Praetors, pi*oconfuls to their provinces 

Hafting, or on return, in robes of (late ; 

Liftors and rods, the enfigns of their power, 65 

Legions and cohorts, turms of horfe and wings : 

Or embaflies from regions far remote 

In various habits on the Appian road. 

Or on th^ Emilian, fome from faitheft fouth, 

Syene', and where the fhadow both way falls, 70 

Meroe Nilotic ile, and more to weft. 

The realm of Bocchus to the Black-moor fea ; 

From th^ Afiaii kings and Parthian among thefe. 

From India and the golden Cherfonefe, 

And utmoft Indian ile Taprobane, 75 

Dufk faces with white iUken turbants wreath'd 5 

From Gallia, Gades, and the Britifh weft, 

Germans and Scythians, and Sarmatians north 

Beyond Danubius to the Tauric pool. 

All nations now to Rome obedience pay, t^ 

To Rome's great emperor, whofe wide domain 

In ample territory, wealth and power. 
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Civility of manners^ arts and armty 
And long renown^ thou juftly may'ft prefer 
Before the Parthian ; thefe two thrones except, S5 
The reft are barb'rousy and fcarce worth the fight» 
SharM among petty kings too far removed | 
Thefe having fhown thee, I have Ihown diee all 
The kingdoms of the world, and all their glory. 
This emp'ror hath no Ton, and now is old, 90 

Old and lafcivious, and from Rome retired 
To Capreae an iland fmall but ftrong 
On the Campanian (hore, with piirpofe there 
His horrid lufts in private to enjoy, 
Committing to a wicked favorite 95 

All public cares, and yet of him fufpicious« 
Hated of all, and hating ; with what eafe. 
Indued with regal virtues as thou art. 
Appearing, and beginning noble deeds, 
Might'ft thou expel this monfter from his throne io« 
Now made a ftye, and in his place afcending 
A viftor people free from fervile yoke ? 
And with my help thou may^ft $ to me the power 
Is giv'n, and by that right I give it thee. 
Aim therefore at no lefs than all the worlds 105 

Aim at the high'eft, without the high>ft attained 
Will be for thee no fitting, or not long. 
On David's throne, be prophecy'd what will. 
' To whom the Son of God unmov'd reply'd. 
Nor doth this grandeur and majeftic (how iit 

Of luxury, though calPd magnificence. 
More than of arms before, allure mine eye. 

Much 
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Much lefs my mind $ though thou (hould*ft add to tell 

Their fumptuous gluttonies, and gorgeoiis feafts 

On citron tables or Atlantic ftone, 115 

(For I have alfo heard, perhaps have read) 

Their wines of Setia, Cales, and Falerne, 

Chios, and Crete, and how they quaff in gold, 

Cryftal and myrrhine cups imbofsM with gems 

And ftuds of pearl, to me fhould'ft tell who third ixo 

And hunger ftill : then embafiies thou fhow*ft 

From nations far and nigh ; what honour that. 

But tedious wafte of time to (It and hear 

So many hollow compliments and lies, 

Outlandifh flatteries ? then proceeded to talk 125 

Of th* emperor, how eafily fubdued, 

How glorioufly ; I (hall, thou fay^ft, expe) 

A brutifli monfter : what if I withal 

Expel a Devil who firft made him fuch ? 

Let his tormenter confcience find him out ; 1 30 

For him I was not fent, nor yet to free 

That people vi6lor once, now vile and bafe, 

Defervedly made vaflal, who once juft. 

Frugal, and mild, and temperate, conquerM well, 

But govern ill the nations under yoke, 135 

Peeling their provinces, exhaufted all 

By luft and rapin ; firft ambitious grown 

Of triumph, that infulting vanity j 

Then cruel, by their fports to blood inured 

Of fighting beafls, and men to beafts cxposM, 140 

Luxurious by their wealth, and greedier ftill. 

And from the daily fcene effeminate% 
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What wife and valiant man would feck to free 

Thefe thus degenerate, by therafelTcs inflaT^d, 

Or could of inward flaves make oiitward free ? 145 

Know therefore when my feafon comes to ^t 

On David's throne, it (hall be like a tree 

Spreading and ovfcrfhadowing all the earth. 

Or as a ftone that fiiall to pieces daih 

All monarchies befides throughout the world, 150 

And of my kingdom there fliall be no end : 

Means there (hall be to this, but what the means. 

Is not for thee to know, nor me to tell. 

To whom the Tempter impudent reply*d. 
I fcf all offers made by me how flight J55 

Thou valueft, becaufe offer'd, and rejeft'ft : 
Nothing will pleafe the difficult and nice. 
Or nothing more than (lill to contradi6l : 
On th' other fide know alfo thou, that I 
On what I offer fet as high efleenr), x6o 

Nor what I part with mean to give for nought $ 
All thefe which in a moment thou bchold'fl:. 
The kingdoms of the world to thee I give { 
For giv'n to me, I give to whom I pleafe. 
No trifle ; yet with this referve, not elfe, 165 ' 

On this condition, if thou wilt fall down. 
And worfhip me as thy fuperior lord, 
Eafdy done, and hold them all of me ; 
For what can lefs fo great a gift deferve ? 
< Whom thus our Saviour anfwerM with difdain. 170 
I never lik'd thy talk, thy offers lei's, 
Now both abhor, iince thou ha& dar'd to utter 
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Th* abominable teims, impious condition ; 

But I indui-e the time, till which expired. 

Thou haft permiillon on me. ' It is written 175 

The firft of all commandments, Thou flialt worfhip 

The Lord thy God, and only him ihalt ferve j 

And dar'ft thou to the Son of God propound 

To worftiip thee accursM, now more accursM 

For this attempt bolder than that on Eve, iSo 

And more blafphemous ? which expert to rue. 

The kingdoms of the world to thee were given. 

Permitted rather, and by thee ufurpM j 

Other donation none thou can ft produce : 

If giv'n, by whom but by the king of kings, 285 

God over all fupreme ? if giv*n to thee. 

By thee how fairly is the giver now 

Repaid ? But gratitude in thee is loft 

Long fmce, Wert thou fo void of fear or ihamc. 

As offer them to me the Son of God, 190 

To me my own, on fuch abhorred pa£V, 

That I fall down and worfhip thee as God ? 

Get thee behind me ; plain thou now appear'ft 

That evil one, Satan for ever damn'd. . 

To whom the Fiend with fear abafh'd reply'd. 195 
Be not fo fore offended. Son of God, 
Though fons of God both Angels are and Men, 
If I to try whether in higher fort 
Than thefe thou bear'ft that title, have proposed 
What both from Men and Angels I receive, 200 

Tetrarchs of fire, air, flood, and on the earth 
Nations befides from all the quarttf d'w'vsi^^) 
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God of this world invokM and world beneath } 
Who then thou art, whofe coming it foretold 
To me fo fatal, me it moft concerns. 105 

The trial hath indamag'd thee no way. 
Rather more honor left and more efteem ; 
Me nought advantaged, mifling what I aimM. 
Therefore let pafs, as they are traniitory. 
The kingdoms of this world ; I (hall no more ^ ii« 
Advife thee ; gain them as thou canft, or not. 
And thou thyfelf feem'ft otherwife inclined 
Than to a worldly crown, addi6led more 
To contemplation and profound difpute. 
As by that early a£lion may be judg'd, 1x5 

When flipping from thy mother^s eye thou went'ft 
Alone into the temple ; there waft found 
Among the graveft Rabbles difputant 
On points and queftions fitting Mofes' chair. 
Teaching, not taught ; the childhood fhows the maO| 
As morning fliows the day. Be famous then 
By wifdom 5 as thy empire muft extend. 
So let extend thy mind o'er all the world 
In knowledge, all things in it comprehend t 
All knowledge is not couch'd in Mofes* law, 115 

The Pentateuch, or what the Prophets wrote j 
The Gentiles alfo know, and write, and teach 
To admiration, led by nature's light 5 
And with the Gentiles much thou muft converfe. 
Ruling them by perfuafion as thou mean''ft ; 130 

Without their learning how wilt thou with them, 
Or they with thcc hold couvti^^Uoximt^t ? 
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How wilt thou reafon with them^ how refute 
Their idolifms, traditions, paradoxes ? 
Error by his own arms is beft evinc'd. ^35 

Look once more ere we leave this fpecular mount 
Weftward, much nearer by fouthweft, behold 
Where on the ^gean (hore a city ftands 
Built nobly, pure the air, and light the foil, 
Athens the eye of Greece, mother of arts 140 

And eloquence, native to famous wits 
Or hofpitablc, in her fweet recefs. 
City^ or fuburban, ftudious walks and (hades ; 
See there the olive grove of Academe,. 
Plato's retirement, where the Attic bird »45 

Trills her thick-warbled notes the fummer long j 
There flow'ry hill Hymettus with the (bund 
Of bees induftrious murmur oft invites 
To ftudious muHng ; there IlilTus rolls 
His whifp'ring ftream : within the walls then view 25^ 
The fchools of ancient fages i hia who bred 
Great Alexander to fubdue the worlds 
Lyceum there, and painted Stoa next : 
There flialt thou hear and learn the fecret power 
Of harmony in tones and numbers hit 155 

By voice or hand, and various^meafur'd verfe, 
^olian charms and Doriaa lyric odes. 
And his who gave them breath, but higher fung^ 
Blind Melefigenes thence Homer calPd, 
Whofe poem Phoebus challenged for his own. 1^ 

Thence what the lofty grave tragedians taught 
In Chorus or Iambic* teachers beft 
Voi. U. P c>\ 
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Of moral prudence, with delight receirM 

In brief fententious precepts, while they treat s^ 

Of fate, and chance, and change in human life; 

High actions, and high paffions heft defcribing : 

Thence to the famous orators repair, 

Thofe ancient, whofe refiftlefs eloquence 

Wielded at will that fierce democratie. 

Shook th' arfenal and fulmin'd oi^er Greece, %fO 

To Macedon and Artaxerxes' throne : 

To fage Philofophy next lend thine ear. 

From Heav'n defcended to the low-rooft hauCt 

Of Socrates ; fee there his tenement, 

Whom well infpir'd the oracle pronounc'd 175 

Wifeft of meft 5 from whofe mouth iffued forth 

Mellifluous ftreams, that waterM all the fchools 

Of Academics old and new, with thoie 

SumamM Peripatetics, and the feft 

Epicurean, and the Stoic fevere j t%o 

Thefe here revolve, or, as thou lik'ft, at home. 

Till time mature thee to a kingdom^s weight 5 

Thefe rules will render thee a king complete 

Within thyfelf, much more with empire joinM. 

To whom our Saviour fagely thus reply'd. 185 

Think not but that I know thefe things, or think 
I know them not j not therefore am I fliort 
Of knowing what I- ought t he who receives 
Light from above, ' from the fountain of light. 
No other dofhin needs, though granted true; 190 

But thefe are falfb, or litfle elfe but dreams, 
Coiye^ures^ fancie«> \AMlt <m nothing finn. 

The 
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The firft and wifei): o£ them all profisfs^l 

To know this only» that he nothing knew; 

The next to fabling fell and fmooth conceits ; 295 

A third fort doubted all things^, though plain fenfe ; 

Others in virtue placM felicity. 

But virtue join'd with riches and long life j 

In corporal pleafure he, and careleis eafr j 

T^e Stoic laft in philofophic pride, 300 

By him callM virtue ; and his virtuous man* 

Wife, perfe£k in himfelf, and all po0einng. 

Equals to God, oft (hames not to prefer. 

As fearing God nor man, contemning all 

Wealth, pleafure, pain or torment, death and life, 305 

Which when he lifts, he leaves, or boafts he can. 

For all his tedious talk is but vain boafty ^^ 

Or fubt|e (hifts convi^ion to evade. 

Alas, what can they teach, and not midead^V 

Jgldorant of then)felv.es» of God much more, 3x0 

And how the world began, ^nd how man fell 

Degraded by himfelf, on grace depending ? 

Much of the foul they talk> but all awry. 

And in themfelves feek virtue, and to themfelves 

^11 glory arrogate, to God give none, 3x5 

Rather accufe him under ufual names. 

Fortune and Fate, as one regardlefs quite 

Of nwMtal things. Who therefore feeks in thefc 

Ti*ue wifdom, finds her not, or by delufion 

Far worie, her falfe refemblanoe only meets^ 320 

An empty cloud. However many books. 

Wife men have faid^ are wearifome 5 who read* 
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Inceflantly, and to his reading brings not 

A fpint and judgment equal or fiiperior» 

(And what he brings, what needs he elfewhere feek ?}' 

Uncertain and unfettied ftill remains. 

Deep vers'd in books and (hallow in himfelf*. 

Crude or intoxicate, collecting toys. 

And trifles for choice matters, worth a fpunge } 

As children gathering pebbles on the ihore.. 330 

Or if I would delight my private hours. 

With mufic or with poem, where fo foon 

As in our native language can I find 

That folace ? All our law and ftory ftrow'd- 

With hymns, our pfalms with artfiiL terms infcrib^d^ 

Our Hebrew fongs and harps in Babylon, 

That pleasM fo well our viflors ear, declare 

That rather Greece from us thefe arts derivM;. 

Ill imitated, while they loudeft fing 

The vices of their Deities, and their own 34* 

In fable, hymn, or fong, £0 perfonating 

Their Gods ridiculous, and therafelves paft ibame*. 

Remove their fwelling epithets thick laid 

As vamiih on a harlot^s cheek, the reft>. 

Thin fown with ought of profit or delight, 34/5 

Will far be found unworthy to compase 

Witli Sion's fongs, to all true tafles excelling. 

Where God i& praisM aright, and God-like men. 

The Holieft of Holies, and his Saints ; 

Such are from God infpirM, not fuch from thee,. 350 

Unlefs where moral virtue is exprefs'd 

By light of nature not in all quite loft^ 

Their 
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Their orators thou then extoirft, as thofe 

The top of eloquence, ftatifts indeed, 

And lovers of their country, as may feeiDj 355 

But herein to our prophets far beneath. 

As men divinely taught, and bettei* teaching 

The folid rules of civil government 

In their majeftic unafF^^led ftile 

Than all th* oratory of Greece and Rome, 360 

In them is plaineft taught, and eafleft learnt. 

What makes a nation happy% and keeps it fo. 

What ruins kingdoms, and lays cities flat; 

Thefe only with our law beft form a king. 

So fpake the Son of God ; but Satan now 365 

Quite at a lofs, for all his daits were fpent. 
Thus to our Saviour with ftern brow rcply*d. 

Since neither wealth nor honor, aims nor arts. 
Kingdom nor empire pleafes thee, nor ought 
By me proposM in life contemplative, 370 

Or a6live, tended on by glory', or fame. 
What doft thou in this world ? The wildemefs 
For thee is fitteft place ; I found thee there. 
And thither will return thee ; yet remember 
What I foretel thee, foon thou (halt have caufe 375 
To wifti thou never hadft rejefted thus 
Nicely or cautioufly my ofFer'd aid. 
Which would have fet thee in fhort time with eafe 
On David's throne, or throne of all the world, 
Now at full age, fulnefs of time, thy feafon, 38Q 

When prophecies of thee are beft fulfiird. 
Now contrary, if I read ought in HcaveQ» 

Ps ^^ 
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Or Heav'n write ought of fate, by what Ac ftars 

Voluminous, or fingle chara6hu-s. 

In their con/unftion met, give me to fpell, ^irj 

Sorrows, and labors, oppofitioti, hate 

Attends thee, fcoms, reproaches, injuries. 

Violence and ftripes, and laftly cruel death $ 

A kingdom they portend thee, but what kingdom^ 

Real or allegoric, I difcem not, 350 

Nor when, eternal fure, as without end, 

Without beginning; for no date prefixed 

Direfts me in the ftarry rubric fet. 

So fay'ing he took (for ftill he knew his power 
Not yet expir'd) and to the wildemefs 395 

Brought back the Son of God, and left him there. 
Feigning to difappear. Darknefs now rofe. 
As day-light funk, and brought in louring night 
Her fhadowy offspring, unfubftantial both. 
Privation mere of light and abfent day. 4J09 

Our Saviour meek and with untroubled mind 
After his aery jaunt, though hurried fore. 
Hungry and cold betook him to his reft. 
Wherever, under fome concourfe of (hades, 
Whofe branching arms thick intertwinM might fhidd 
From dews and damps of night his fheltcr'd hcaid. 
But fhelter'd flept in vain, for at his head 
The Tempter watchM, and foon with ugly dreams 
Difturb'd his fleep j and either tropic now 
'Can thunder, and both ends of Heav'n, the clouds 410 
From many a horrid rift abortive pourM 
Fierce ran with lightning mix*d, water with fire 

5 In 
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In ruin reconciled : nor ibpt the winds 
Within their ftony caves, but ruih'd abroad 
From the four hinges of the world, and fell 415 

On the vexM wildcrnefs, whofc talleft pines. 
Though rooted deep as high, and fturdieft oaks 
BowM their ftiff necks, loaden with ftormy blafts. 
Or torn up fhcer : ill waft thou fhrouded then, 
O patient Son of God, yet only ftood'ft 420 

Unfhaken j nor yet ftayM the terror there ; 
Infernal ghofts, and hellifh furies, round 
EnvironM thee, fome howPd, fome yelPd, foipe (hriekM, 
Some bent at thee their fiery darts, while thou 
Satft unappaird in calm and finlefs peace. 425 

Thus pafs'd the night fo foul, till morning fair 
. Came forth with pilgrim fteps in amice gi*ay. 
Who with her radiant finger ftill'd the roar 
Of thunder, chasM the clouds, and laid the winds. 
And griily fpe£lres, which the Fiend had rais'd 430 
To tempt the Son of God with terrors dire. 
And now the fun with more efFe£lual beams 
Had chearM the face of earth, and dry*d the wet 
From drooping plant, or dropping tree 5 the birds. 
Who all things now behold more frelh and green, 435 
After a night of ftorm fo ruinous. 
Cleared up their choiceft notes in bu(h and fpray 
To gratulate the fweet return of mom j 
Nor yet amidft this joy and brighteft morn 
Was abfent, after all his mifchief done, 440 

The prince of darknefs, glad would alfo feem 
Of this fair chan^^ and to our Saviour came^ 

P4 ^^^ 
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Yet with no new device, they all were fpent. 

Rather by this' his laft affront refolvM, 

JDefp'rate of better courfe, to vent his rage, 445 

And mad defpite to be fo oft repeiPd. 

Him walking on a funny hill he found, 

BackM on the north and weft by a thick wood j 

Out of the wood he Itarts in wonted fhape. 

And in a carelefs mood thus to him faid, 450 

Fair morning yet betides thee, Son of God, 
After a difmal night j I heard the wrack 
As earth and (ky would mingle ; but myfelf 
Was diftant ; and thefe flaws, though mortals fear them 
As dangVous to the pillai-M frame of Heaven, 455 
Or to the earth^s dark bails underneath. 
Are to the main as inconfiderable. 
And harmlefs, if not wholefome, as a fneeze 
To man's lefs imiverfe, and foon are gone ; 
Yet as l>ein^ oft times noxious wliere they light 460 
On man, beaii, plant, wafteful and tui:l>ulent. 
Like turbulencies in th* affairs of men. 
Over whofe heads they roar, and feem to point. 
They oft fore-fignify and threaten ill : 
This terapeft at this defert moft was Jbent $ 465 

Of men at thee, for only thou here dweU'ft. 
Did I not tell thee, if thou didft rejeft 
The perfecl feafon offcr'd with my aid 
To win thy deftin'd feat, but wilt prolong 
All to the pufti of fate, purfue thy way 470 

Of gaining David's throne no man knows when. 
For hoUtk the when and how is no where told, 

Tbo« 
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Thou (halt be what thou art ordainM, no doubt 5 

For angels have proclamM it, but concealmg 

The time and means : each a^ is rightlieft done^ 475 

Not when it muft, but when it may be befl« 

If thou obferve not this, be fure to find, 

What I foretold thee, many a hard affay 

Of dangers, and adverfities, and pains, 

Ere thou of Ifrael's fcepter get fall hold 5 4S0 

Whereof this ominous night that closM thee round. 

So many terrors, voices, prodigies. 

May warn thee, as a fure fore-going fign. 

So talk'd he while the Son of God went on 
And ftayM not, but in brief him anfwer'd thus. 415 

Me worfe than wet thou find*ft not^ other harm 
Thofe terrors, which thou fpeak^ft of, did me none | 
I never fearM they could, though aoifmg loud 
And threatning nigh ; what they can do as figns 
Setokening, or ill boding, I contemn ' 490 

As falfe poitents, not fent from God, but thee^ 
Who, knowing I fliall reign paft thy preventing, 
Obtrud^ft thy ofFer'd aid, that I accepting 
At leaft might feem to hold all pow*r of thee. 
Ambitious Spi^rit, and wouldft be thought my God^ 
And ftorm'ft refusM, thinking to terrify 
Me to thy will ; defift, thou art difcern^d 
And toirft in vain, nor me in vain moleft. 

To whom the Fiend now fwoln with rage reply'd. 
Then hear, O Son of David, Virgin-bom j 500 

For Son of God to me is yet in doubt : 
Of the MefTiah I have heard foretold 

^1 
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By all the Prophets ; of thy birth at length 

AnnouncM by Gabriel with the firft I knew. 

And of th* angelic (bng in Bethlehem fields 505. 

On thy birth-nighty that fung thee Saviour bom* 

From that time feldom have I ceas'd to eye 

Thy infancy, thy childhood, and thy youth. 

Thy manhood laft, though yet in private bred; 

Till at the ford of Jordan, whither all 5«« 

Flock to the Baptift, I among the reft. 

Though not to be baptized, by voice from Heaven 

Heard thee pronouncM the Son of God belovM. 

Thenceforth I thought thee worth my nearer view 

And narrower fcrutiny, that I might learn ^t$ 

In what degree or meaning thou art caird 

The Son of God, which bears no fingle ienfe; 

The Son of God I alfo am, or was, 

And if I was, I am ; relation ftands ; 

All men are Sons of God ; yet thee I thought $19- 

In fome refpeftfar higher fo declarM. 

Therefore I watchM thy footftcps from "Aat hour. 

And foUow'd thee ftill on to this wefte wild $ 

Where by all beft conjeftures I colleft 

Thou art to be my fated enemy. 51.5 

Good reafon then, if I before-hand feck 

To underftand my adverfary, who 

And what he is; his wifdom, pow*r, intent; 

By pari, or compofition, truce, or league. 

To "win him, or win from him what I can. 5j# 

And opportunity I here have had 

To try thee, Mt theei and confefe haw Ibund thee 
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Proof againft all temptation^ as a rock 
Of adamant, and as a center, firm. 
To th' utraoft of rtere man both wife and good, 53^ 
Not more; for honors, riches, kingdoms, glory,. 
Have been before contemnM, and muy again : 
Therefore to know what more thou art than man. 
Worth naming Son of God by voice from Heaven, 
Another method I mtift now begin. ^^q 

So fay'ing he caught him up, and without wing 
Of hippogrif bore through the air fubiimc 
Over the wildemcfs and o'er the plain j 
Till underneath them fair Jerufalem, 
The holy city, lifted high her towers^ 54^ 

And higher yet the glorious temple reared 
Her pile, far off appearing like a mount 
Of alabafter, topt with golden fpires : 
There on the higheft pinnacle he fet 
The Son of God, and added thus in fcbrn. 550 

There ftand, if thou wilt ftandj to ftand upright. 
Will afk thee Odll 5 I to thy Father's houfe 
Have brought thee', and higheft plac'd, higheft is beft. 
Now fhow thy progeny ; if not to ftand, 
Caft thyfelf down j fafely, if Son of God 1 555 

For it is written, He will give command 
Concerning thee to his Angels, in their hands 
They (hall up lift thee, left at any time 
Thou chance to dafti thy foot againft a ftone. 

To whom thus Jefus j Alfo it is written, 560 

Tempt not the Lord thy God : he faid, and ftood : 
Sut Saun fmitten with amazement felU 
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As when earth's Ton Antaeus (to compare 

Small things with greateft) in InUTa ftrore 

With Jove^s Alcides, and oft foilM ftill role, §6$ 

Receiving from his mother earth new ftrength, 

FreA) from his fall, and fiercer grapple join*dy 

Throttled at length in th* air, expired, and fell $ 

So after many a foil the Tempter proud. 

Renewing frefh aflanlts, amidft his pride $79 

Fell whence he ftood to fee his viftor fall. 

And as that Theban monfter that proposed 

Her riddle', and him who folv*d it not, devotirMy 

That once found out and folv*d, for grief and fpite 

Czk herfclf headlong from th' Ifmenian fteep j 571 

So ftruck with dread and anguifli fell the Fiend, 

And to his crew, that fat confulting, brought 

Joylefs triumphals of his hopM fuccefs, 

Ruin, and defperation, and difmay. 

Who durft fo proudly tempt the Son of God, $to 

So Satan fell $ and ftrait a fiery globe 

Of Angels on full fail of wing flew nigh, 

Who on their plumy vans received him foft 

From his uneafy flation, and upbore 

As on a flotling couch through the blithe air, 5S5 

Then in a flow'ry valley fet him down 

On a green bank, and fet before him fpread 

A table of celeftial food, divine, 

Ambrofial fruits, fetchM from the tree of life. 

And from the fount of life ambrofial drink, 59* 

That foon refrefh*d him wearied, and repairM 

What hunger, if ought hunger had impaired. 

Or 
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Or third ; and as he fed, angdic quire* 

S-ung heav'nly anthems of his vifbory 

Over temptation, and the Tempter proud- 595 

True image of the Father, whether thronM 
In the bofom of blifs, and light of light 
Conceiving, or remote from Hsav'n; inihrin'd 
In flefhly tabernacle, and human form. 
Wandering the wildemefs, whatever place, 600 

Habit, or ftate, or motion, ftill expi-efling 
The Son of God, with Qod-like force indued 
Againft th' attcmpter of thy Father's throne^ 
And thief of Paradife i him long of old 
Thou didft debel, and down from Heaven caft 605 
With all his army, now thou haft avenged 
Supplanted Adam, and by vanquifliing 
Temptation, haft regained loft Paradife j 
And fruftrated the conqueft fraudulent : 
He never more henceforth vrieil dare fet foot 610 

In Paradife to tempt j his fnares are broke : 
For though that feat of earthly blifs be fail'd, 
A fairer Paradife is founded now 
For Adam and his chofen fons, whom thou 
A Saviour axt come down to re-inftall 6x5 

Where they (hall dwell fecure, when time fhall be. 
Of Tempter and temptation without fear. 
But thou, infernal Serpent, (halt not long 
Rule in the clouds $ like an autumnal ftai* 
Or lightning thou (halt fall from Heav'n, trod down 
Under his feet i for proof, ei-e this^ thou feePft 
Thy wound^ yet not thy laft and deadlieft wound. 
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By this repulfe EtceivM, and hold*ft in Hell 

No triumph j in ail her gates Abaddon ruea 

Thy bold attempt; hereafter Icam^tk awe is 5 

To dread the Son of God : he all unarmM 

Shall chace thee with the terror of his voice 

From thy demoniac holds, pofleflion foal^ 

Thee and thy legions ; yelling they fliall fly. 

And beg to hide them in a herd of fwine, 630 

Left he command them down into the deep 

Bound, and to torment fent before their time. 

Hail, Son of die moft high, heir of both worlds, 

Quellcr of Satan, on thy glorious work 

Now enter, and begin to fave mankind. 635 

Thus they the Son of God our Saviour meek 
Sung viftor, and from heavenly fcaft refrefli'd 
Brought on his way with joy 5 he unobfcrv'd 
Home to his mother's houfe private retumM, 
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Paradise Lost. 

The Perfons. 

Mofe« ^ftxtyt^tty recounting how he aiTumM his true 
body J that it corrupts not, becaufe of his [abode] with 
Goii in the mount $ declares the like of Enoch and 
Eliah j befides the purity of the place, that certain 
pure winds, dews, and clouds, preferve it from corrup- 
tion ; whence exhorts to the fight of God j tells they 
cannot fee Adam in the flate of innocence by reafon of 
their fm. 

Juftice ^ debating what fliould become of Man, 

^^'^y c if ^^ fall- 

Wildom 3 

Chorus of Angels iing a hymn of the citation. 

Aaii. 

Heatenly Love. 

Evening Star. 

Chorus ting the marriage fong, and defcribe Paradife. 

Aa in. 

Lucifer contriving Adam's ruin. 
Chorus fears for Adam, and relates Lucifer^s rebel- 
lion and fall. 

Aaiv. 

^^""^ I fallen. 
Eve J 

Confcience cites them to God's examination* 

CboruB bewails, and tells the good Adam hath loH. 

Aav. 



V 



1^7 1 

Aav. 

Adam and Eve driven out of Paradifc : 

Prefented by an Angel with 

Labor, Grief, Hatred, Envy, War, ^ 
Famin, Peftilence, Sicknefs, Difcon- ( jk>r j. - 
tent, Ignorance, Fear, Death enter'd I * ^ 

into the world, J 

to whom he gives their names : likewiie Winter, Hea^ 
Tempeft, Gfr. 

Faith '\ 

Hope V Comfort him and inftru6l hira» 

Charity J 

Chorus briefly concludes. 



The Deluge. Sodom# 
Dinah. Vide Eufeb. Praeparat. Evang. L. 9. C. *!♦ » 



The Perfons. 




Dinah. 


Hamor. 


Debora, Rebecca's nurfe. 


Sichem. 


Jacob. 


Counfellors 2 


Simeon. 


Nuncius. 


Levi. 


Chorus. 



Thamar Cuophorufa ; where Juda is found to have 
been the author of that crime, which he condemn'4 in 
Thamar. Thamar excufed in what (he attempted« 

The Golden Calf, or the Maifa^re in Honb. 

The Quails, Num. 11. 

The Murmiirers, Num. 14. 
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Corab, Dathan, &c. Num. i6, 17. 

Moabitidcs, Num. 15. . ^. 

Achan, jifue 7 and S. 

Jofuah in Gibeon, Jo(h. 10. 

Gideon Idoloclaftes, Jud. 6, 7, 

Gideon purfuing, Jud. 8. 

Abimelech the Ufurper, Jud. 9. 

Samfon purfophorus, or Hybriftcs, or Samfon mar- 
rying or in Ramath Lechi> Jud. 15. 

Dagonalia, Jud. 16. 

Comazontes, or the Benjaminites, or the Rioters, 
Jud. 19, 209 21. 

Theriftria, a paftoral out of Ruth. 

Eliadae, Hophni and Phinehas, Sam. i, 2, 3, 4, be- 
ginning with the firft overthrow of Ifrael by the Phi- 
liftins, interlaced with Saniuers vifion concerning Eli's 
family. 

Jonathan refcued, x Sam. 14. 

Doeg (landering, x Sam. 22. 

The (heepdiearers in Carmel, a paftoral, 1 Sam. 25, 

Saul in Gilboa, i Sam. 28, 3X. 

David revolted, i Sam. from the 27 c. to the 31. 

David adulterous, 2 Sam. c. ix, 12. 

Tamar, 2 Sam. 13. 

Achitophel, 2 Sam. 15, 16, 17, i8. 
i> Adoniah, i Reg. 2. 

Selomon Gynsecocratumenus, or Idolomargus, ant 
Thyfiacufse. Reg. 1. 11. 

Rehobonm, i }(.eg, 12. where is difputed of a poli- 
tJc religion, 

^bia• 
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AbiasTherfaeusi x R^. 14.. The queen, afbr much 
difpute, as the laft refuge fent to the prophet Ahias of 
Shilo ; receives the meflkge. The Epitails in that (he 
hearing the child fhall die as (he comes home, refufes 
to return, thinking thereby to elude the oracle. The 
former part is fpent in bringing the iick prince forth 
as it were defirous to (hift his chamber and couch as 
dying men ufe, his father telling him what facrifice htt 
had fent for his health to Bethel and Dan $ his fearlef- 
nefs of death, and putting his father in mind to fet 
[fend] to Ahiah. The Chorus of the elders of Ifrael, 
bemoaning his virtues bereft them, and at another time 
wondring why Jeroboam being bad himfelf ihould fo 
grieve for his fon that was good, fifr, 
' Imbres, or the Showers, 1 Reg. xg, 19. 

Naboth avHo^avrafAivet, 1 Reg. 2 1 . 

Ahab, I Reg. 22. beginning at the fynod of falfe 
•prophets ; ending with relation of Ahab*8 death $ his 
body brought ; Zedekiah (lain by Ahab^s friends for 
his (educing. (See Lavater, 2 Chron. 18.) 

Elias in the mount, 2 Reg. i. 'OfitCaTi};, or better, 
Elias Polemiftes. 

Elifaeus Hudrocoos, 2 Reg. 3. Hudrophantes, 
Aquator. 

Elifaeus Adorodocetas. 

Elifaeus Menutes, (ive in Dothaimis, 2 Reg. 6. 

Samaria Literata, 2 Reg. 7. 

Aehabsei Cunobor«meni, 2 Reg. 9. The fcenc Jef-* 
rael : beginning from the watchman^s difcovery o£ 
Jehu till he go out: in the mean while, ine(U.^«, ^a^^ 
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ihitigt ^Mug Intnigfat to jezebeU kc. Laftlj tlieyo 
iMadt of AlrabH font Isrought in, and mdbge bnmgUl 
#f Ahateitih*s bnrAren flain on tke way, c zo. 

Jehu Bdioola, a Ktig. lo. 

Athaihch, aHeg. II. 

Amsziaii Doryalottis> % Reg. 14. % Chron^ %$, 

Heeechiat «0uapiV"^> * ^R^* iS* 19* Hdfeckia be- 
fteg'd. The wicked hypocrify of Shebna, fpofcen of 
in ^ 1 1, or tfiereabout of I<^ali, and the cominea- 
aatieito of Eliakim will afford i^<y|Mk Uytu, together 
witli a k»£Hony that fought help from £gypt. 
' Jofiah A(«^toenos, % R^. ftj. 
^ !^dechiah ytoMf«{f»i'> a Reg. but the ftory is latter ib 
Jeremiah. 

Solymwv Kadofit ; which may begin from a neffiige 
jbrought to the city, of the jndgnient upon Zedechiah 
find bis children in Rfbla, and fo feconded with the 
hnrning and deftniftion of city and temple by Nebn- 
zaradan ; lamented by Jeremiahs 

Afa or iSBthiopes. a Chron. ^4* ^th -the 4ejpo&ag 
iits Mother, and burning her idol. 

The three Children, Dan. 3. 

Britiih Trag. 
1, The cloifter king Conftans fet up by VoFt^;«w 
2.. -Vortiger poifon'd by Roena. 
3. Vortiger immurM. 

InkRC titree following were added afterwards in tha 

margin. 
rmtJl/Us 'hulband to Cattiftaatidoa, 
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Vort^^r marrying Roena. See Speed. repcovM by 
Vordin archbifliop of London. Speed. 

The mailacre of the Britons by Hengift in their cups 
at Salilbury plain. Malmelbury. 

4. Sigher of the £aft Saxons revolted from the faith, 
and reclamed by Jarumang. 

5. Ethelbert of the Eaft Angles flain by OfFa the 
Mercian. See Holinfti. L. 6. c. 5. Speed in the Life 
of OfFa and Ethelbert. 

6. Sebert flain by Penda after he had left his king- 
See Holinfhed, p. 116. 

7. Wulfer flaying his two fons, for being Chriftians. 
S. Oibert of Noithuraberland flain for ravifiiing the 

'wife of Bernbocard, and the Danes brought in. See 
Stow. Holinfli. L. 6. <. 12. and efpecially Speed, 
L. 8. c. 2. 

9. Edmnnd laft king of the Eafi: Angles martyr'd 
by Hinguar the Dane. See Speed, L. 8. c, 2. 

JO. Sigcbert tyrant of the Weft-Saxons flain by a 
Swineherd. 

11. Edmund brother of Athelftan flain by a thief at 
his own table. Malmef. 

12. Edwin, fon to Edward the youngier, for luft de- 
prived of his kingdom, or rather by faflion of Monks, 
whom he hated j together with the impoftor Dunftan. 

13. Edward fon of Edgar murder'd by his ftep- 
mother. To which may be inferted the tragedy ftirr'd 
up betwixt the Monks and Pricfts about marriage. 

14. Ethebred, fon of Edgar, a flothful king, the 
ruin of hie land by the Danes. 
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15. Ceaulin, king of Weft-Saxons, for tyranny de« 
posM, and banifliM, and dying. 

16. The ilaughter of the Monks of Bangor by 
Edelfride ftirr*d up, as is faid, by Ethelbert, and be 
by Auftin the Monk, becaufe the Britons Mrould not 
receive the rites of the Roman Church. Sec Bede, 
Geffrey Monmouth, and Holin/hed, p. 104, which 
muft begin with tlie convocation of Britifh Clergy by 
Auftin to determin fuperfluous points, which by them 
was refufed. 

17. Edwin by vifion promised the kingdom of 
Northumberland on promife of his converfion, and 
therein eftabliih'd by Rodoald king of Eaft-Angles. 

18. Ofwin king of Deira flain by Ofwie, his friend, 
king of Bemitia, through inlligation of flatterers. Sec 
Holinflied, p. 115. 

19. Sigibert of the Eaft- Angles keeping company 
with a perfon excommunicated, flain by the fame man 
in his houfe, according as the bifhop Cedda had fore- 
told. 

20. Egfride king of the Northumbers flain in* battel 
againft the Pifis, having before wafted Ireland, and 
made war for no reafon on men that ever lovM 
the Englifli 5 forewam'd alfo by Cuthbert not to figEt 
with the Pifts. 

21. Kinewulf, King of Weft-Saxons, flain by Ki- 
neai'd in the houfe of one of his concubines. 

21. Gunthildis, the Danifh lady, with her hufband 
Palingus, and her Ton, flain by appointment of the 
traitor. Ediick in king'Ethelred^s days. Holinfhed,* 

"L» 7. 
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I.. 7. c. 5; together with the maflacre of the Danes, at 

Oxford. Speed. 

23. Brightrick of Weft-Saxons poifonM by his wife 
Ethelburge OfiBi's daughter, who dies miferably alfo 
in beggary after adultery in a nunnery. Speed in 
Bithrick. 

24. Alfred in difguife of a miniftrel difcovers the 
Danes negligence, fets on with, a mighty flaughter; 
about the fame time the Devonihire men rout Hubba 
and flay him. 

A Heroical poem may be founded fomewhere in Al- 
fred's reign, efpecially at his ifluing out of Edelingfey 
on the Danes, whofe a6Hons are well like thofe of U* 
lyfles. 

25. Athelftan expofing his brother Edwin to the fea, 
and repenting. 

26. Edgar flaying Ethelwold for falfe play in wooing, 
wherein may be fet out his pride, luft, which he thought 
to clofe by favonng Monks and building Monafteries : 
alfo the difpofition of woman in Elfrida towards her 
hufl>and. 

27. Swane befieging London, and Ethelred repuls'd 
by the Londoners. 

28. Harold flain in battel by William the Norman. 
The firft fcene may begin with the ghoft of Alfred, the 
fecond fon of Ethelred, flain in cruel manner by God- 
win Harold's father, his mother and bi'other difluading 
him. 

29. Edmond Ironfide defeating the Danes at Brent- 
ford, with hid combat with Canute, 
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^o. Edmond Ironiide iiiurder''d by Edrick the tnl« 
tor, and reveng'd by Canute. 

31. Gunilda, daughter to king Canute and Emmay 
Wife to Henry the third Emperor, accusM of incfaaF. 
ftity, is defended by her Engliih page in combat 
againft a giant-like adverfary; who by him at two 
blows is ilain, &c. Speed in the Life ^i Cuiute. 

32. Hardiknute dyiAg in his cups, an example to 
riot. 

33. Edward ConfefTor's divorceing and imprifoaiag 
-his noble wife Editha, Godwin*8 daughter ; wherein is 
Ihowed his oTer-affe6l:ion to {hungers the caufe of God- 
win's infurreftion, wherein Godwin's forbearance of 
battel prais'd, and the Engliih moderation on both 
fides magnified. His flacknefs to redrefs the corrupt 
Clergy, and fuperftitious pretence of chaftity. 

Ab&am from Morea, or Isaac redeemed. 
The Occonomy may be thus. The fifth or fixth 
ilay after Abralam's departure, £lea;;er Abram's Rew- 
ard, firfl alone, and then with the Chorus, difcourie 
of Abi-aham's ftraoge voyage, their miffs' forrow 
and perplexity accompanied with frightful dream&j 
and tell the manner of his rifmg by night, taking his 
iervants and his Ton widi him. Next may come forth 
Sarah herfelf) afcei- the Chorus, orlfmael, or Agar; 
next fome (hepherd or company of merchants paffing 
through the mount in the time that Abram was in the 
. midwork, rekite to Sarah what they law. Hence la- 
xoentation; feais, Avondersj the matter in the mean 

while 



whik dmilg>d. - Aner or Efchcol, or Mmmt Afaratn^il 
confrderates come to the haufe of Abcaan to be more 
certain, or to bring news ; in the mean while difcovr* 
iing as the vrorlA wotrld^ of fuch an adsos -direre ways^ 
bewailing the fste of Ja noble a man h\n from his re* 
fmtation, either through divine jnftice, or fopeHbtion^ 
or coveting to do ibme notable a£l tfannigh zeal. At 
length a iervant fent from Abram relates the troth ; 
and laft he himfelF comes with a great train of Melchi* 
aedecy whofe Aephends being fecret eye-witnefles of all 
parages had rdaited to their mafter, and he ooadu^d 
hi€ fiiend Al^rahiun home with joy* 

B A y T I ? T i s. 

The Sceae, the Court* 

Beginning from the morning of Herod's birfh-day. 

Herod by fome Counfellor perfuaded * on his birth- 
day to releafe John Baptift, purpofes it, vaufes him to 
Ije fent for to the court from prifon. TheQween bean 
of it, takes occafion to pafs where he is, on porpofe* 
that under pretence of reconciling to him, or feeking 
to draw a kind retraction from him ^f his oenfure on 
-die marriage; to which end Ihe (fends a courtier before 
<o found whether he might be peifuaded to aaitigate his 

* Or elfe the Q^een may plot under pretence of 
begging for his liberty, to feek to draw him into a 
ihare by his feedom of i^poeoh* 
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fentence, ^ndiich not finding, ihe herielf craftily aflayij 
and on his conftancy founds an accufation to Herod of 
a contumacious affront on fuch a day before many 
peers, prepares the king to fome paffion, and at laft by 
her daughter's dancing effecls it. There may prolo- 
gize the Spirit of Philip, Herod's brother. It may al« 
fo be thought, that Herod had well bedewM himfclf 
with wine, which made him grant the eafier to his 
wife's daughter. Some of his difciples alfo, as to con- 
gratulate his liberty, may be brought in, with whom 
after certain command of his death many compaffion- 
ing words of his difciples, bewailing his youth cut off 
^n his glorious courfe, he telling them his work is 
done, and wiftiing them to follow Chrift his mafter* 

•1 Sodom. 

The title, Cupid's funeral pile. Sodom burning. 
The Scene before Lot's gate. 

The Chorus confifts of Lot's ihepherds come to the 
city about fome affairs await in the evening their maf- 
ter's return from his evening walk toward the city- 
gates. He brings with him two young men or youths 
of noble foim. After likely difcourfes prepares for 
their entertainment. By then fupper is ended, the gal- 
lantry of the town pafs by in procefHon with mufic and 
fong to the temple of Venus Urania or Peor, and un- 
deribnding of two noble flrangers arriv'd, they fend 
two of their choiceft youth with the priefl to invite 
thtm to their city folemniticsy it being an honour that 

their 
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their city had decreed to all fair perfonagcs, as bmg 
facred to their Goddefs. The Angels being alkt by 
the prieft whence they are, fay they are of Salem j the 
prieft inveighs againft the ftrift reign of Melchizedec. 
Lot, that knows their drift, anfwers thwartly at laft, 
of which notice given to the whole aiTembly, they 
haften thither, tax him of prefumption, (ingularity, 
breach of city-cuftoms ; in fine, after violence, the 
Chorus of fhepherds prepare refiftance in their mafter*8 
defenfe, calling the reft of the ferviture; but being 
forc'd to give back, the Angels open the door, refcue 
Lot, difcover themfelves, warn him to gather his 
friends and fons in law out of the city. • He goes and 
retiHTis, as having met with fome incredulous. Some 
other friend or fon in law out of the. way, when Lot 
came to his houfe, overtakes him to know his bufmefs. 
Here is difputed of incredulity of divine judgments, 
and fuch like matter : at laft is defcribed tlie parting 
from the city ; the Chorus depait with their mafter ; 
the Angels do the deed with all dreadful execution j 
the King and Nobles of the city may come forth, and 
ferve to fet out the terror) a Chorus of Angels con- 
cluding, and the Angels relating the event of Lot^ 
journey and of his wife. The firft Chorus beginnings 
may relate the courfe of the city each evening every 
one with miftrcfs or Ganymed, gitterning along the 
itreets, or folacing on the banks of Jordan, or down 
the ftream. At the prieft^s inviting the Angels to the 
folemnity, the Angels pitying tlieir beauty may difpute 
of love, and how it differs from iuft, feeking to wu^ 
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them. In the laft fcene, to the Kiag and Noblciy 
Vfhoi the fierce thunders begin aloft^ the Angel ap« 
pears all girt with flamety which he faith are the flame* 
of true love^ and telU the King, who falls down with 
terror, hit juft fuffering, as alfo Athane's, i. e. Gener, 
Lot's Ton in law» for defpifing the continual admoni- 
tions of Lot : then calling to the thunders, lightnings, 
and fires, he bids them hear the call and command of 
Qod to come and deftroy a godlefs nation : he brings 
them down with fome fhort warning to other nations 
to take heed. 

Chrift bom. 

Herod maiTacring, or Rachel weeping. Matt. i« 

Chrifl bound. 

Chrift crucified. 

Chrifl rifen. 

Lazarus. Joan. ii. 

Adam unparadis^d. 

The Angel Gabriel either defcending or entring, 
fliovring fmce this globe was created, his frequency as 
much on earth, as in Heaven : defcribes Paradife. 
Next the Chorus fhevring the reafon of his coming to 
keep his watch in Paradife after Lucifer*s rebellion, by 
command from God, and withal exprefltng his deftre 
to fee and know more concerning this excellent new 
creature, Man. The Angel Gabriel, as by his name 
£gnifying sl prince of power, <4racing Paradife with a 

more 
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more free office, pafles by the ftation of the Chorus^ 
and defired by them relates what he knew of Man, as 
the creation of Eve, with their love and marriage. Af- 
ter this Lucifer appears after his overthrow, bemoans 
bimfelf, feeks revenge on Man. The Chorus prepare 
refiftance at his firft approach. At laft, after difcourfe 
of enmity on either fide, he departs j whereat the 
Chorus fings of the battel, and vi£lory in Heaven 
againft him and his accomplices ; as before, after the 
firft Aft, was fung a hymn of the creation. Here 
again may appear Lucifer relating and infulting in 
what he had done to the deftruftion of Man. Man 
next, and Eve having by this time been feduc'd by the 
ferpent appears confufedly covered with- leaves. Con- 
fcience in a Ihape accufes him, Juftice cites him to the 
place whither Jehovah call'd for him. In the mean 
while the Chorus entertains the ftage, and is informed 
by fome Angel the manner of his fall. Here the Cho- 
rus bewails Adam's fall. Adam then and Eve re- 
turn, accufe one another, but efpecially Adam lays 
the blame to his wife, is ftubborn in his ofFenfe. Juf- 
tice appears j reafons with him, convinces him. The 
Chorus admonifheth Adam, and bids him beware Lu- 
cifer's example of impenitence. The Angel is fent td 
banifli them out of Paradife ; but before caufes to pafs 
befoi-e his eyes in fh^pes a Mafk of all the evils of this 
life and world. He is humbled, relents, defpairs 5 at 
laft appears Mercy, comforts him, promifes the Mef- 
dah 'y then calls in Faith, Hope, and Charity j in- 
ftru^s him j he repents, gives God the glory, fubmit% 
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tdhis4>enaltyt* The Chorus briefly concludes. Com-r 
^are this with the former draught. 

. Scotch ftories, or rather Britiffi of the North parts. 

A T H R I c o (lain by Natholochus, whofe daughter 
he hW raviflit, and this Natholochus ufurping thereon 
the kingdom, feeks to flay the kindred of Athrico, who 
fcape him and confpire againft him. He fends to a 
witch to know the event. The witch tells the meflen- 
ger, that he is the man fliall flay Natholochus : he de- 
tefts it, but in his Journey home changes his mind, 
and performs it. Scotch Chron. Englifli, p. 68, 69. 

D u F F E E and Donwald, a ftrange ftory of 
witchcraft, and murder difcoverM and revengM. 
Scotch Story, 149, &c, 

H A 1 E, the Plowman, who with his two fons that 
were at plough running to the battel that was between 
the Scots and Danes in the next field, ftaid the flight 
of his countrymen, renewM the battel, and caus'd the 
viftory, &c. Scotch Story, p. 155. 

Kenneth, who having privily poifonM Malcolm 
Duflxe, that his own fon might fucceed, is flain by 
Fenclla. Scotch Hift. p. 157, 158, ^c. 

Macbeth, beginning at the arrival of Malcolm 
at MackdufFe. The matter of Duncan may be ex- 
prefsM by the appearing of his ghofl. 

MOABITIDES orPHINEAS. 

The Epitafls whereof may lie in the contention, firft 
between the father of Zimii and Eleazer^ whether he 

\5SN\^htl 
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(ought] to have flain his Ton without law. Next^ the 
^mbafladors of the Moabites txpoftulating about Coibi 
a ftranger and a noble woman flain by Phineas. It 
may be argued about reformation and punilhment ille- 
gal, and, as it were by tumult, after all arguments 
driven home, then the word of the Lord may be 
brought, acquitting and approving Phineas • 

Chkxstus Patxens. 
The (bene in the garden beginning from the coming 
thither till Judas betrays, and the pificers lead him 
Away. The reft by meffage ignd Chorus. His agony 
may receive noble expreflions. 
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